atters Beneficiary 
_ Fra Paolo Sarpl, . 


The Author of the Hiſtory of the Council of TRENT. 


Newly Tranflated outof IT A LI AN, according 
to he beſt and moſt perfe& Copy Printed at 
Mirandola, Anno Dom. 1676. 


Wherein i is Related with the Ground of the Hiſtory, 
how the Almes of the Faichful were Diſtributed 


: I'N THE - 
PRIMITIVE CHURCH. 


The Particulars whereof the Table ſheweth, 
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1 Printed by Thomas Hodgkin, and are to be ſold by William 
Crook, at the Green Dragon, without Temple Barr, | 
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7 Garden. 1680, 
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TO THE iy 


KING'S 


MAJESTY, 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 

SES*O give me leave moſt humbly to offer unto your Ma 
gf jeſties peruſal, a ſmall Poſthumus work, of a poor The- 
M1 atine of the Order of Servi newly taught Engliſh, who 

ll Lived and Dyed in the Communion of the Church of 
9, | Rome, yet happily as worthily Great, as that or an 

== other Age, either before or ſince hath ck 

reat, for univerſal. Learning, for wiſdom in Councils, for diſcerning 
right reaſon from Sophiſtical-School-quirks, for faithfully recording 
Antient Monument; and cuſtoms of the Church, ſo that every one that 
reads them may ſafely ſwear, not only to the truth, but to the Im- 
partiality of them, being written without reſpeCt to this or that 
Church in particular, but ro Holy Church in general. Great, for ſound- 
neſs of Judgment, for admirable dexterity in ſumming up intricate, 
wrangling and Pry diſputes, into ſhort perpicuous and pi- 
thy Reſults : Great allo, for Holyneſs of Life and Converſation, 
contentedneſs and moderation of defires, not ſeeking high things 
for himſelf (thereby imitating Chriſt himſelf, who when the Maltitude 
would have taken him by force te make him a King, withdrew himſelf into 
Monntain alone) neyer altering his Habit, Condition, or Cell, though 
eſteemed the very Oracle of Yenice; who ſtoutly , yer with great 
Modeſty and Reverence towards his Holy Father the Pope, defended 
the juſt Rights of that Wiſe Republick, againſt his Flolineſs and all his 
Conclave, to his eternal Honour, confounding all the wits (which 
were not few) of that Age by the effort of invincible reaſon,fairly 
appealing to the Judgment of all che world by his Pen, and art the 
end and cloſe of the Accommodation, refuſing to.give Rome it ſelf 
the ſatisfa&tion, though but of words, and elfcened as inſignificant 
che Popes Breve offered for taking away his Cenſures and his — 
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T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
of . Abſolution, and the Inſtrument for the del 


the delivery of the Priſoners, and 
the decree of the Senate for the Reftitution of the Religious, 8&c. All 
wyles and tricks of the wp of. Rong granted (Covertly and with 
deſign to Cajole) unto the Cardinal of Joſe which they did not 
dare to divulge in formal Copies, but only diſperſed under-hand 
ſome Abridgements of them to Anwſe, and cheat the World. He 
ſo Confounded| the Feſuizs that that State ſo —— Baniſhed 


them their Dominions, that they were never tobe re-admitted, nor | 


the Decree revoked, unleſs the whole Proceſs againſt them were 
firſt read in full Senate, whereof five parts of ſix ſhould give Suf- 
frage for their Revocation : And-who, though by the Conſtitution 
of that Republick, as an Eccleſiaſtick could not Grill fit in their 
Council, yet that State had that Eſteem for him, that they ſo far 
diſpenſed, as that he was permitted to fit therein behind a Curtain, 
that he might be Maſter of all their Debates and Adviſoes, and if 
due time and place giye his own. I might add much mare concern- 
ing the Articles of his Faith, whereof there are 5 4 at the end of his Hi- 
ſtory of the Inquiſition, Publiſhed in Latin by Andreas (olvins, Printed at 
Roterdam,1651, Where he is Stiled Splendor + Ornamentum Orbis, the 


Glory and Ornament of the World, but I forbear, leſt under preameg 
of an 'Epi/tle' Dedicatory, 1 ſhould ſeem to write an Epitaph-If Lhave 
wo far tranſgrell'd already, I canonly plead for my excuſe, that he 


| being reſted from his Labours, ic is bur juſt, that his good works . 


ſhould follow him, and his praiſes celebrated, 

This very work of his, though {mall in Bak, yet very rich in Carga, 
nor only for the Excellency, but for the Cuiofity and Rarity thereof, 
there being nothing Extant fo ſuccint, particular and exact,for full, 
perfe&tand diſtin information comparable to it, nor ſo methodically 
declaring their genuine Hiſtory and pedigree of their firſt Inſtitutions 
and rightuſes, the Alternate Gradations of their riſe, growth and de« 
viations by which they degenerated inco Abules, and feems as if it 
were Calculated for he very Nurſmg Fathers of Holy Church, of which 
your Majeſty being the great defender, the Dedication hereof hath io 
juſt a pretence to your favourable Acceptance and peruſal, that it 
would be injurious to your Majeſty to doubt thereof. I pray God 
guide your Majeſty with his Councils, while you Live, and afterwards 


receive you to Glory. . So Prayeth 


Your mo#t humble and dutiful 
Subjet and Servant, 


WILL. DENTON M.D: 


| es ESR 
—— 
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 _ TO THe | 


READER 


Think it my duty to advertiſe thee, that T have Printed this ſmall Trea- 
tiſe in this large Volume, that it may ſuit and be Bound with the Au- 
thors other ſmall works, lately Printed with his Hiſtory of the Coun- 

cil of Trent, to which ere-long T hope more may be added. And the Numbers 
of the following Index, relate and Correſpond to the Numbers in the 
AHMargent of this Edition, as alſo to the Pages in the Italian Copy. | 


I hope there areno Errata but Litterals, only p. 75. n* 222,1. 15. for 
Obverting, read Adviſing or Intimating. 


tC 


A Table or Index of the Contents of this Treatiſe. 


A | Bcnehich, their Original and cauſe of their name, 

v0. 45. Antiquity knero no diſtinftion betrween Or- 

Bbots, how and by whom Founded and | der and Benefice, it being the ſame thing 19 Or 
did increaſe, N®. 45, 46, 95. Ex- dain and give a Benefice, 50, whether of Divine 


empted from the Authority of the Bij- or Human Right, 76, their diſtindtion into Com- 

ſhops, but Subject to the Pope, 46. gave patible and. Incompatible, 143. Pluralities, 14 ” 

themſelves to Temperal Imployments, 47+ 211. Commendaes, 149. Unions, 157. thar 
Abbics made Rich, 45. Reſervations. to the Pope, 220, Laws made con- 


Abuſcs in the Adminiftration of Goods Eccleſiaſti-| cerning Benefices, 21,25, 26, 166, 
cal, n?. 1, 2, not altogether irremediable, 2. $t.| Bencticed are not the Patrons, but the Adminiftra- 
Augultin's Opinion concerning them, 22, tors, n, 236, Vs | | 
Annates, or rt-F ruits, who Invented them, repu- Sf, Bcrnard Reprooved the Comrt of R ome, about the 
ted Grievous, Univerſally Condemned, 173. Fu- Collation of Benefices, Exclaims againſt thoſe that | 
fRtified by ſome, 175, 176. | ill diſpoſe the Revenews, n, 133. | 
Anſelme, Biſhop of Lucca, wrte in favour of the | Biſhops, their Ele@ion, called by Anſelm Biſbop 
Election of Biſhops, by the Clergy and People of | of Lucca, Popes,27, 60,95, 162. ther Care, 38. 


the Dioceſſes, n. 161. | made Patrons of Church Goods, 14,25. their pra= 
Armes Spiritual, or Excommunication imployed for | @Gices 30. | 
the defence of Temporal Poſſeſſions, 75. | Bull of the Pope of ſmall Effed, n, 205. Various 


Aſpettative. Exportancies or Reverſions blamed and | Claules inſerted, n, 186, 


reſtrained, N. 133 
| C 


Aronius not able toexcuſe the diſorders of Ec- (om. the Original of the Name and their In 

clefiaſticks, n72. be contends aboxt the in- | \ ftitution, n. 66. ' 
tromiſſion of Princes, and of the People in the | Canonilts, and their Sentiments, n,79. 144,145, 

Eleftion of Popes and Biſhops, 126. 161, 223, 227 228. : 
a . _ Cardi. 


CITE 
ous <tr> oro; rink 


The Table. | 


Cardinals, their Original from the word Incardi- 

nato, N. 52. | 

Cardinal Caictan, bis Opinion concerning the Go- 
vernment of the Revenews of Benefices, n. 235. 

Carolo magno Reforms Eccleſiaſtical matters, n. | 
58. but ill obſerved by bis Succeſſors, n. 61. 

Cathedratico, of Biſhops what, n. 44. 

Cenſure of the Church how feared, n. 75. 

Clergie owght to Adminiſter Eccleſiaſtical goods ac- 
cording to the Canons, n.'227. they are Maſters 
of that which they receive for their Labour, 241. 
the Church may not poſſeſs Stable Goods, n. 14, 
15. its Governments was Democratical, n. 64. 

Church of Rome receives Donations from all ſorts 

_ of Perſons, n. 125. the Church of Italy and out 
of Italy in a ſad Condition, n.73. Chriſt the 
Head: of the Church, nd Patron of the Goods 
thereof, n. 89. | | 

St, Cyprian Complains that the Biſhops keep that 

. which ought 10 be diſtributed to the poor, and of 
other Abuſes, n. 14. | EP 

Coadjutors, Antient and 11udable with future Suc- 
ceſſion, 201. oppoſed and defended, prohibited by 
the Council of Trent, n. 202,211, 

Collcions, to what end, n. 11. 

Commendacs good in their Inſtitution, n. 149, their 

Abuſe, 150. Commendaes for Life, 151. Prohi- 
bited by the Council of Trent, 214. but in vain, 

| 216, 


E 


gy of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, n. 
26. the manner of their Elefions, 117, Arts 
to draw Elefions to Rome, 134. Antiently they 
did not belong tothe Popes Contrary to the Canons, 
160, 
Epiſtles, Swppoſititions under the names of Popes, 
| | n.15. 
Excmptions of Ecclefiafticks was juſt in former 
times, n. 18, whether of Divine or Humane right, 
78. 
ExpeCtancies or Reyerſions blamed and reſtrained, 
| | p ' 133, 


Euds their name and Original, n. 45. gifts in 
Fee to the Church. 6, 
Found of Goods Eccleſiaſtical, n. 11,27. 
France, the Kings gave the Biſhopricks, n. 35. the 
decree of Paſchal, 11. forbidding : Laicks to Col- 
late Benefices, was not recein”d in France, 103. 
the Regalia remain in France, 110. the Conten- 
tions of Boniface. 8. with Philip the fair, 112. 
Diſpoſition of Benefices, 156, 157. St, Lewis 
makes the Pragmatica, 158. Edid of the Kings 
againſt the Reſerves, 185. Oppoſition to thoſe that 


Councils, when they began, 64, 65. of Conſtance, | 


' 194. of Pavia, 196. of Baſil, 199, 203. of 
Trent, | 210. 
Conlittory, | n. 65, 
Concordato above the Council of Baſil, n. 204. 
of Leo the 10th, 207. of Francis the 1|t, n,209g. 
the Obſervance is Tuterrupted under Henry the 24, 

n. 209. butinFrance it remained, N.210, 
Confuſions in the Popedome #n the 10th Age, about 
Eccleftaſtical Affairs in Italy, n. 72,92, 
Contentions of the Pope with the Princes, abont 
Inveſtitures, n. 107, 112. of Boniface the 8th, 
with Philip the fair, | 212, 
Court of Rome having acquired plenary Authority, 
zo diſpoſe of all Eccleſiaſtical Benefices, aimed only 
at Money, [| 158,182. 
Conſcience ought to reſolve doubts, N. 243, 


3 D | 
Ecretal of Gregory the 9th, N. 137. 
Diſorders ſprang from the Ordinary, with- 
out giving Benefice, n. 54+ during Schiſm, __ 
| 184, 
Deacons, their firſt Inſtitution, by whom choſen,n. 10. 
in following times, [| 27. 
Diſpenſations reſerved to the Pope, n. 144. Diſſo- 
Iutions, | N. 125, 
Nominion.of Goods Eccleſiaſtick, to whom it doth 
belorg, | | the B4. 
Donations made to the Church, n. 89. without par- 
ticular uſe, 17. in fee, | 76, 


would Ere the Mendicants, 193. they proceeded 
againſt the Conrt of Rome, 194, Regreiſes given 
to the Pope only, were Condemned by the French, 
201, Lewis the 2d revokes the Pragmatica,208. 


Concordat of Leo the 10th, with Francis the 

1ſt, | 207. 

Firſt-Fruits, 122, 
G 


Ermany, the Emperors reſerve a right to give 
one Canonſhip in many Churches, n, 111. re- 
fuſes to be Subjeft to the Reſerves, 184. Empe- 
ror Conſtantine, 17. Carolo magno, 58. Hen- 
Ty 3. 97. Henry 4. 98. Henry 5. 103. Ottone 
Safſone 93. gl Ottone 96. Lothario Saſſone, 109. 
Leone, | 166. 
Gratiano Colleffs all that is repmted proper for Papal 
Grandeur, n. 137. 
St. Gregory refuſes to Ord ain without the Conſent 
of the Citizens, n. 29. Exclaims againſt thoſe 
that abuſe the Incomes of Benefices. 237« 
Goods Ecclefiaſticky Antiently diſpoſed to Pious uſes, 
but new otherwiſe, n. 1,2. their beginning, and 
how Adminiftred in Chrifts time, 3. under the A- 
poſtles. 7. their Foundation, 4. their Lawful 
wſe, 11, 12, changed by little and little, 14,15. 
they did not Confiſt at firſt in Stable Goods, when 
Stable Goods were given to the Church, 16, Con- 
fiſcated, reſtored, 17. Goods given #0 the Church 
without ſpecial Obligation of any particular work, 
17. increaſed by being Exempted from publick 
Contributions, 18. given with zeal, though falſe 


and 


” 'The Table 


and indiſcreet, 20. Laws remedying their Abuſe, 
21. their increaſe, 23. their Antient diſtribution 
lafted till 420. 23. after the ſeparation from the 
Empire, it was retained in the Eaftern Church, 
25. in the Weft, the Biſhops became Patrons, 25. 
bow the Goods were divided, the found of them 
ſtill remaining undivided,2 1. whether Jure divino 
or Humano and who bad the Dominion of them, 
76. they were not ed from common neceſ- 
ſities,167. few new Acquiſitions in theſe laſt times, 

243. 

I 


T Ndulgenccs, their Inſticution, Abolition by P. Pius 
the 5th, but without Effect, I91, 
Jeſuits, their Inftitution, rich, poor, mixt, 244. 
Inveſtitures, England, after long Contention yield- 
eth them to the Pope, n, 109. takgth away the 
Benefices from Roman Courtiers,who in a-manner 
ingroſſed all, n. 152. Edward the 3d oppoſeth 
the Reſerves, 180. the Emperor renounceth the 
Reſerves, 105, Contentions about them in Francc, 
108, Lothario the Saxon left them to the Pope. 
109. 
Italy, its Chmrch in a ſad Condition, n. 73. ample 
Authority of the Pope convenient for Italy, 152. 
Proviſions made there againſt Abuſes, 156, Stat 
of Italy changed after the Councel of Trent, 210, 


M 


Endicants, their grant to acquire good;,193. 
France Oppoſeth them, I 94. 

Militia of the Holy Land, 199.' Eccleſiaftick Mini- 
ſters paid nothing, 124. 

Monks, their Original, they were Secular, n. 30. 
they choſe their Abbots, 32. they were admitted 
into Aﬀairs of State and of War, II5. 

Monaſteries, their Original, n. 30. joyned with the 
See of Rome, 46. In Commenda Condemned 
by the Council of Trent, but without Execution, 


220, 
N 


Avarro Canoniſt holds that the Clergy are not 
Patrons, but diſpenſers, and Obliged to Re- 


ftitution, 239+ 
Normans help the Pope. IO1. 
Oo 
Frice Divine given to Canonical houres, 141. 
Ordinato and Ordine, 50, 
P 


| Bows is a Benefice, n. 69. Titles of moſt Ho- 
ly and moſt Bleſſed, and Name of Pope,70. 


2 the Emperor, 61. Adminittra- 
6. prafliſes of Popes concerning 


Pope Confirmed 
tor not Patron, 


Benefices Conferr' d by Kings, 112. they diſpence 
contrary to Canons, 1 32.draw Elections to Rome, 
134, 151. they Probibit to Alienate, 169. their 
Anthority is doubtful. 225. they binder Abuſes in 
- other Churches, but not in their own, 222,225, 
Popes,Benedict,12, 178. Boniface, 8. 112. Clc- 
ment 4, 171. Clement 5, 181. Clements, 
180, John 22. 144, 171. Gregory 7, 100, 
Gregory 10, 171. Innocent 6, 181. Patchal - 
103. Pius 5, 192. Symacho, 165. Popes Patri- 
mony, what, 40. the Revenues of the Church,g 3. 
Pacts in matters Beneficiary bow Symomaical, how 
not, | 223, 
Penlions, their Original, divers ſorts, 214. dioers 
ſorts, 215. mean profits, 216. more profitavle 
than a Benefice, 217. to extinguiſh them, 236. 
the People bave part in Elections, 25, Pullcli- 
ons of the Church, 76. Poſſeſſors or owners 
drawn to the Secular Courts, 201, 
Pragmatica is prbliſhed in France, 169. Pius 2d 
diſpmteth it, 206, maintained by the French Cler- 
' gy and Univerſity of Paris, 206, Lewis 12, re= 
voked it, 206, after that he reftored it, 207: 
4 Popes Oppoſed it, but ia vain, 207. Abvoliſhed 
by the Concordate of Leco 10, with Francis 


— 


I if, ; 2 O7. 
Precaria, what a Contra called Precarins, * 71. 


Q 


Ucſtions, whether Eccleſiaſtical Benefices are 

of Divine or Human Right, 76. who hath 
Dominion of Goods Ecclefiaftical, 84. if the Pope 
hath Supream Dominion of the Goods and Bene- 
fices Ecclefiaſtick, 225, to whom belongeth the 
Fruits and Revenues of Goods Eccleſiaſtich. 236, 
Quindcnnio, what it is, 177,178. 


| R 


| 2 mow; what, 110. Regreſſo, what it is, n. 

I99. reſerved to the Pope only, Condemns. 
ed in France, 201, Prohibited by the Council of 
Trent, 211, Rclignations, their beg1 »ning, 
188. their Lawfulnsſs for Favour, 189. Relti= 
tutions diſputed, 235. Retormation of the Abu 
Jes of Goods Ecclefaaftick, difficult but not impoſ= 
ſible. 2 Remedics of the Court of Rome againſt 
the ill obſervance of the Concordate over the Coun= 
ct] of Balil, 205, Renuntations reſerved to the 
Pope only, 191, Retidence to whom Commanded, 
139. who Exempted, 141. Ordered by the Coun+ 
cil of Trent, without declaring whether by Divine 
or Human rtght, 212. Reſervations of Benefi> 
ces Vacant in Court, in favour of the Pope, 170, 
Benedict 12, Eftabliſhed them only during bit 
Life, 178. Clement the 6th, made the ſame, 
180, Edward 3d of England Oppoſed it, 180, 
Mental Reſervations by whom introduced, 1974 
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198. tbe Council of Trent did not mention — 
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Table. j 


and wherefore, 213. numbring of Benefices re- 
ferred to the Pope,2 20, Robcrt Biſhop of Lincoln 
Oppoſeth the Pope, curions Hiſtory. 154. 


S 

6 | | 
Chiſm of Bolonia, 176. of Florentini, 186. of 
3 Popes raiſed by the Council of Contiance,1 94+ 
an ether tn the Council of Batil, 196, the Tenth 
Age monſtrous in the Perſon of the Popes, 72. Sc- 
culars provide againſt the Abuſes of the Biſhops in, 
diſpenſing Goods Kccleſjajtical, with Prohibition 
to Alienate, 165. Simony, Opinions of the Cano- 
ni'ts about that which i Committed in Beneficial 
matters, 223,224. Synods, 65. Spain receive, 
crtetly the Innovations of the Court of Rome, a- 
bout Invertitures, 114. deludes with Prudence the 
Ars f the Court, 115. Spoyles which the Cham- 
L.» of the Pope receiveth, their Original, 250. Pro- 
hibitcd im France, 251. Paul 3d, bs bull thereon, 
252. 424 | Pius 4th, on the ſame, 253. the 
ripht of Spayls, | 254. 
Succlivts> 15 done divers rrayes, 203, 


T 


En plars, the Inftitution of this Military Reli- 
: 10m, and with what Succeſs, 121. T<mpo- 
rals ot the Church wager the Old and New Te- 
fliment, in mhat it Confits, from whence they 


came, 250. Theologucs, ther Sentiments concern- 
ing neceſſary proviſions for the Miniſters of the 
Church, 82, Titular Biſhops without the burden 
of a Dioceſs, from which they took, their Title, 
55. Titular Benetices without Fruit, 158, Ti- 
tics of Dukes, Marquiſes and Earls given to Bi- 
ſops, 110. Title of a Benchce reſigned at plea- 
ſure only without Fruit, 198. St. Thomas aſſerts 
the Pope to be principal Diſpenſer, but not the Pa- 
tron, 86, Tribute, the Clergy Exempted from it 
by the Law of Conſtance, 26. Paid at firſt by the 
Ecelefraſtick, Poſſeſſions and remitted by divers Em- 


perors. 
V 


Acancics of Benefices in Court, reſerved to the 
Pope, the Popes uſe diverſely ſuch reſerves, 
156, 157. Biſhops, their Eledion, called by An- 
ſclnio Biſhop of Lucca, Popes, 27, 60, 95, 162. 
their care, 36,made Patrons of Church Goods, 1 4, 
25. their practice, 3c. Vicars Obliged to perpr- 
tual reſidence, 142. Unions of Benefices, v, Bene- 
fices, Univerbity ot Paris Oppoſeth the Concor- 
date of Francis 1ft, with Leo the 10th, and ap- 
peal to a future Comncil, 


Z 


4 Eal fals to enrich the Church. 
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Beneficiary Matters, 
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F'R'4 FADE $ARPT 
WV herein is related, with the Ground of the H ifto- 


ry, how the Almes of the Faithful were diſtri- 
buted in the primitive Church, ' © 


\ EI PHE antient Fervor of Chriſtian Charity being grown 
"4þ WoL, cold, which not only moved mer and private N. 1, 
| [53S Perſons to give temporal Riches plentifully to the 
3 IR Churches; but alſo induced the Miniſters of the Charch - 
(#8 1p to beſtoiv them holily on pious occalions, it is no 2, 
x IA yo wonder if at preſent faithful Stewards ſeem to be want- 
ing, and others diligent only in gaining and retaining have ſucceed- - 
ed] in their ſtead, ſo that it hath been neceſſary to moderate by Laws 
the exceſſive gaines, and a continual deſrre is kindled in godly men 
to ſee the Adminiſtration of the goods poſſeſſed by the Churches once 
more reſtored, if not to that antient Exemplarineſs, at leaſt to a tole- 
rable Moderation. k- W445 -c01 
The Defects which appear to us in theſe dayes, entered not into the 
Clerical order all together, neither grew they ſo Ecceflive at one m- 
ſtant of time; but Fo a ſupream, or rather from a divine Perfe&ti- 
on they deſcended by degrees unto Imperfeftion, which ts now mani- 
feſt unto all, and confeſſed by theClergy it felt, and by ſome eſteem- 
ed irremediable : Notwithſtanding that if it pleaſed God our Lord to 
ve unto his faithful as much | oma as he gave to'our forefathers, we 

uld not looſe the hope of ſeeing the ſame wonders yet in our Age: 
It is indeed neceſlary that as by Degrees we came tothis depth of Mi- | 
ſery, ſo by Degrees we may towards that height of Perfeqi- 3- 
on in which the Holy Church was. The which cannot be done} but | 
by knowing what was the Adminiitration of texrporal vhings from the 

inning, and how this good Government came to'fail, it is particu- 
larly neceſſary before all things, to tell how the 'Church'from time ro 
time acquired temporal Riches, ns upon each alteration ir wo 

point 


| « St. Auguſtin conli- 
j wh Med un- 
vl of Money : ne- 
to the Church 
| ayes underſtood 
that from his Divine Holynefs by his own Example the Form of the 

"on 5- Eccleſiaſtical Money might be inſtituted, inſtruting from whence it 
: ſhould de taken, and wherein it ſhould be laid out. And if in our 


dayes we'ſee not. this holy inſtitution obſerved, we ought to confider 
that for our inftruttion, and for our conſolation the Con 
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ſind from the Particular of each faithful Mar, as is praftized -ſtill' in 


lome Religions which obſerve thoſe firſt Inſtitutions. | 

The Chriftians m thoſe primitive Times were very ready to ſtrip 
themſelves of their Temporal Goods, to beſtow them in Almes,. be- 
cauſe they looked for the end of the World to beat hand, Chriſt our 
Lord having left it to them uncertain, and although it was to laſt as 
long as he pleaſed, they conſidered it no otherwite but as being to 
end then, holding for certain that the Figure of this World, that is, 
the State of this' preſent Lite paſſeth away z wherefore the Oblations 
encrealed alwayes the more; yet the Cxifom of not having any thing 
of ones own, but all things in Common, ſo that there was neither 
poor nor rich, but all lived equally, wert rot out of Hiernjalew ; For 
in the other Churches which the Holy Apoſtles planted, it was not 1in- 
{tituted, neither did it laſt long in Fiier aſolems, :- 

Whereupon 26 years after the Death of Chriſt it is read that the 
publick was diſtinct from the private, every one knowing his .own, bur 
the money being common in that Church as in others founded in OL- 


lations, which placed in Common, ſerved for the Miniters only and 


for the Poor, and it was not Lawſul for him, who had wherewithal 
of his own, to live upon the Churches Stock 3 whereupon St. Paxl or- 
dained that Widdows who had Kindred ſhould be relieved by their 
Relations, that the Church Goods might be ſuthcient for tholo who 
are widdows indeed, that .is, Widdows and poor. : 

The firſt day of the week which for that cauſe was called the Lords 
day, the Faithful met together, and each one offered that which he 
had ſet apart of the foregoing week for the Neceſſaties of the Coms- 
mon. | 

The care of thele Coods which our Lord whilſt he was in this Mor- 
tal Lite gave*unto Judas, was adminiſtred by the Apoſtles themſelves 
for a ſhort Time after the Aſcenſion, but atterwards perceiving that 
 Murmurings and Seditions did arite amongſt the Faithful, about: the 
Diſtributions that were made, it appearing to ſome that they were not 
ſo great Sharers of the Common, as they willingly would have been, 
and believing that others had more than they ought, ſo as the Com- 
mon Evil in all Times in diſpenſing the Goods of the Church, #he 
Apoitles knew they could not attend this perfe@ly, together with preach. 
ing of the Word of God, they determined to retain to themſelves the 
Miniſtry of Preaching and teaching, appointing for this Office of hay- 
ing care of Temporal things, another fort of Miniſters quite ditferent' 
from that which we ſee done in our Times, wherein the chief Prelates of 
the Church attend the Government [4 Temporal things, and the Office of 
Preaching .and teaching the Word of God, and the Dodtnine of the 
Goſpel is left unto the 2 ad or Brethren, or to ſome interior Prieſts 
m the Church. 

Bur theſe new Miniſters which the holy Apoſtles inſtituted for go-. 
verning Temporal things were called Deacons, for which purpoſe Ele- 
ion was made of ſix from all the Body of the Faithful, which the 
Apoſtles appointed for that Miniſtry, and whereſoever they founded 
a Church, they alſo appointed Deacons in the ſame Manner, as alſo 


Faſting and Prayer preceeding, and the Commore Ele&ion of the Faith- 
ful ing after, dey, inviolably this order of never deputing 


any man to any Eccleliaſtica Change who was not firit eleFed by the 
: ® : 2 © Wniver ſas 
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_ ordained Biſhops and Prieits and other Eccleſiaſtical Miniſters, 
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univerſality of the Charch, which is of all the Faithful together. 

This Cuſtome continued in the Church in fach a Manner for about 
200 years, maintaining the Eccleſiaſtical Miniſters, and the Poor alſo 
with the publick G there no other Stock but- the Oblati-. 
ons Which were made by the Faithful in the Church, which Oblations 
were in great Abundance, becauſe out of Fervency of Charity every 
one offered. all that he could. according to what he had, ſo that when 
the means of the Faithful in one City were abundant for the ſupplying 
the wants of their own Church, they made ColleFions for other poor 
Churches alſo : For which caule St. James St. Peter and St. Fohn, when 
they acknowledged St. Paul and St. Barnabas for Conlorts and Com- 
panions in the Goſpel, they recommended this Work unto them, to 
Colle& ſome Almes for the poor Church of —_ for which St. 
Pail alſo mentions the having wracle a ColleTFion 71: edonia, 1n Achata, 
in Galatia, and in Corinth, and this Cuſtom was obſerved not only 
during the Apoſtles Life times, bur alſo after their Death; and inthe 
Cc ity of Rome where Riches were plenty, the Offerings alſo were 
Abundant, for about the year 150 they not only ferved to Maintain the 
Clerks and poor Chriſtians of. that City, but alſo to adminiſter abun- 
dantly unto other Churches, not only to the Neighbouring, but alſo 
to thoſe at a Diſtance, giving Food in divers Provinces unto poorand 
miſerable Chriſtians Condemned to Priſons, and to working in Mines, 
and to ſhew the Abundance of. the Oblations, I ſhall only ſay this that 
Marcion about the year 170, madean Oblation in the Church of Rome 
at one time'of 5000 Crowns of Gold, and becauſe he had certain O- 
pinions not Convenient in Matter of Faith, 'he was expell'd from the 
Congregation, and all the money reſtored to him, that holy Church 
eſteeming it ſelf polluted in retauung the Goods of a Heretick. 

Afterwards the. Church of Rome encreafed fo in Treafures, that af- 
ter 220 years the Romax Emperors were deſirous of them; whereupon 
Prince Decins Arreſted St. Lanrence a Rowan Deacon to take the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Treaſures from him, they being grown ſo Copious; bur that 
Prince was Miſtaken, believing that the Treaſures were Collected and 
preſerved, for that holy Deacon was aware of the Tyrants Greedineſs, 
and foreſeeing 'the imminent Perſecution beifowed all at one tine, as 
they were wont to do in ſuch like Dangers; and the moſt part of the 
Perſecutions made ayainſt the Church after the Death of Commodws 
were for that Cauſe, that' 1s, becauſe the Princes or the Governors find- 
ing themſelves (hort of Money, were willing to make themſelves Ma- 
ſters of the| Chriſtian Churches Stock that W | | 

After the Churches were enriched, the Clerks alſo began to live more 
at caſe, and fome not being content with the ord: daily food of 
the Church, arg feparately it their own H and receive 
from the Church their ſeparate proportion in Money every Day, or 
for a Month together and longer a thing which although it dedin- 


ed from the Primitive Perfection, was ' nevertheleſs tolerated by the 


| Fathers. Belides, the diſorders did not ſtand at this ſtay, but the Br. 


began to fail the Poor in their uſual Almes, and to for them- 
ſelves that which to be diſtnbuted, growing rich with the Com- 
mon Goods of the CY forto encreafe them, and 
teeving off the tare of teaching the rine of Chreit, all buſied them- 
{ves in Coveroulneks, 


(to purge his Church 
of 


Y which things St. Cyprian laments that they were 
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by Fra Paolo Sarpi. 5 
of theſe Errors) might permit that great Perſecution which was under 
- the Empire of Decixs, becauſe his divine Majeſty hath alwayes reform-: 
ed his Gch, either mildly by the means of Lawful Magiſtrates, or 
when the Exceſs is gone too far, by the Inſtrument of Perfecu- 
tions. o Sta! 
But although the Church poſſeſſed ſo much wealth, yet it had no Good: arti 
| ſetled or Stable Goods; firſt, becauſe they cared not for any upon the 15. 
| Reaſon aboveſaid, for they eſteemed the End to be at hand, and all 
Worldly things to be Tranfitory, and of a great weight for one who 
tends towards Heaven ; and again becauſe-no Society, Colledge, Com- 
munalty, nor Corporation according to the Roman Laws could be gi- 
ven to, bequeathed, or have left by Will, any Goods immovable, nor 
for any cauſe whatſoever, could pofleſs the ſame, unleſs it were approv- 
ed of by the Senate, or by the Prince; neither can this be doubted of, 
although, Some Epiitles goe about nnder the Names of old Popes, which 
give a Reaſon why the Apoſtles ſhould ſell their Poſleflions in Fade, 
and the ſucceeding Chriſtians ſhould preſerve them, by ſaying, that 
was becauſe the Apoſtles forcſaw that the Chriſtian Church oughe 
not to remain in J«dea, but indeed amongſt the Genriles, as if in the 
Goſpel the caulc of ſelling were not exprelly ſhewn when Chriſt fai4 
to his Church: : Fear ot, O little Flock, jell what ye poſſeſs and give 16: 
Almes, that although Hiernuſalem were deſtroyed, at is Building again 
there might be an Abundance of Chriſtians, and yet have not been 
deſtroyed in the Cities where the Churches — the Gentiles had 
Poſleſlions ; But labouring to ſhew this Falfehood is ſuperfluous, be- 
ing a certain thing that theſe Epiſtles are Suppoſititions , and were 
framed about the year 800, by thoſe who preterr'd (as is ſtill done at 4*: 809. 
this preſent.) Riches and Pomps to the Apoſtolical Moderation Inſtitut- 
ed and Commanded by Chriſt : But the Confuſion which was much 
continued in the Empire after the Impriſonment of Yalerianuys, the 
Laws being but little obſerved, chicfly in Africa, 1n France, and in 
Italy, ſome left or gave Stable Goods to the Churches, which 1 the year. 
302, were all confiſcated by Diocleticr,and Maximian, though in France., 
the Emperors Decrees were not Executed by the Bounty of Conftarce 
Cloro Ceſar who Governed it 3 But theſe Princes having renounced the 
Empire, eight years after Maxextixs reſtored all the Poſleſiions to the 
Church of ; la and a little after Conitantine, and Licinivs granted 
freedom of Religion to the Chriſtians, approved of the Eccleſiaitical = 
Colledges call'd Churches, granted genera uy throughout the Empire, 
that they might gain or acquire Stable Goods as wel * Gift as by Te- 
ſtament, exempting alſo the Clergy from perſonal publick Services, that they Exemptions 
might attend the duties of Religion more Commodiouſly. 6rd 
he Cuſtome of our times of giving or of leaving ones Eſtate to the 
Church, with a ſpecial obligation of ſome particular work, as of Build- 
ing, of ing young Damſels,of providing for Orphans, or others, 
neither with Obligation to Maſſes, Anniverfaries, or to other Eccleſia- 
Lane” were not ther in Acconnt, nor in Uſe for a long time af- 
ter 3 But Perſons gave or bequeathed abſolutely, and the Gift or Legs: 
Cy was incorporated into the Cowmon Maſi, which was the Stock for 18. 
the Ex f all pious Works, wherefore ſpeakmg of anciem Fccle- 
ſiaſticaf Goods, it is moſt true that they are tor dedicated #0 any par- 
ticular Work, but it is not true that they may be laid oue wm what a 
man will, but in the generality of Pious Works only. The Exemyrs- 
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cali 1 which Princes granted unto Ecclcſiaſtical Goods, freeing them from. 
of Ecclefiaſti- Publick Contributions was a great encreaſe to them, and it was for- 
cal Goods. merly obſerved every where inviolably, with great fatisfaCtion to Prir.- 
I9. ces, and with the -pprobation of the People, for 1t proved not dammage- 
ble to the Publick, nor burdenſom to the Commonalty tor two Rea- 
ſons, one, becauſe Eccleſiaſtical Goods were finally the Poors of the 
People, and exempting thoſe who had not, and leaving the Contribu- 
tions to thoſe who had wherewithal, was alwayes accounted juſt; the 
other, becauſe Exempting a man when he hath Jittle, and lefs than what 
ſufficeth, is no Burden unto others. Nevertheleſs no man ſhould infer 
that the ſame liberality of Princes towards the Church, would be juſt 
and Convenient in theſe times alſo when it is grown fo Rich, that ic 
potletieth a quarter, and without doubt more than what the remain- 
der of the| Perſons, and this 1s not laid out any longer for the Poor : 
ſo that to Exempt them would be contrary to what good Princes have 
done, in Excmpting the Rich, and m laying their due burdens on the 
Poor. Whercfore the Princes at preſent are no lefs pious than thote. 
then, but the Subje@ is different : For theſe would allo grant Excmp- 
tions to the Church if it were poor, and thoſe would not have grant- 
ed it, if it had been Rich. | 
The great Devotion of Princes and of the People, as it cauſed the 
Wealth of the Clergy to encreale abundantly, ſo it excited a great 
Fhirſt in the Eccleſiaſtical Miniſters, to Multiply it or heap it up ; 
from which! excels not ſo much as the wel-mmded men were free; tor 
ſeeing how the Diſtribution of Eccleſiaſtical Goods fell to the Glory 
of GoJ, and to the Common Good, they concluded that the more the 
Church had to Diſtribute, the better it was, wheretipon they made uſe 
of all Wayes and of all Arts to gain Wealth, ot confidering whether 
the Means they uſed were Lawful aud ſuitable auto Equity; lo that if the 
Effe& did but enſue, 472. that the Church! might gain by any means 
whatſocver, She feemed to have made a Sacnfice unto God : And c-r- 
tainly immentke and innumerable Evils proceed from this ſort of Zca- 
lous Perſons, who do not uſe Diſcretion with their Zeal, becauſe i; 
ſceming to them that every thing ſent for A! Religious End by what 
way ſocver to be Good, they oftentimes Act againſt Piety and againſt 
Humanity, putting the World into a confuſion ; thus it happened in 
the Primitive times, that the Church obtained Power to acquire real 
Eſtates, it was believed by ſorre Religious Men, to be a Service of God 
to deprive their own Children and Kindred, | to give to the Churches, 
for which cauſe. alſo they Omitted no Art to induce Widdows, Dam- 
{cls, and other eafic Perſons to deprive their own Familics, to leave to 
the Church : The Diſorder paſled fo ſpecdily the Bounds of being 0- 
vercome, that the Prince was neceſlitated to provide againſt it, and in 
Sratureof the year 370, a Law was made, which although it did not deprive the - 
#119245 Churches from Acquiring or Purchafing ablohitely, yet it Prohibited 
13". the Clergy from going unto Widdows Houſes and Orphans, and frm 
receiving by Gitt, or by Will any _ from Women, not only dj- 
rectly, but alſo by means of any third Perſon - Which Law St. Hie- 


21. 


rome confelleth to have been a Remedy againſt the Corruptions entred 
amongſt the Clergy, and gone too forward in the Deſire of getting 
Temporal Eſtates, neither did that ſuffice; For within few years after, 
A*.35% that 1s 1n 39o, another Law was made, that a Widdow who devoted her 


ſelf to the ſervice of the Church, could not give or leave to it by will 
| | | any 


' - the Maintenance of the Ecclefpaitical Minifters and of the Poor ; the 
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any real Eſtate or precious Houſhoſdſtuff, which t diſconrſed of at large 


elſewhere. 


This Exceſs of getting was not very pl to Se. m, who 77: 
_ lived in thoſe dayes, for ROY declared, It on him bet- | 
ter that Inheritances ſhould be left to the next of Kin, thanto the 


Church, and indeed he refuſed fome Inheritafices left unto his Church, 
Gying openly, the Eccleſiaſtical Miniſtry confifted wor i= Diſtributing 
much, but in Diſtributing well. 

Likewiſe he reproved a new way the Church had of purchafing found 
ont in thoſe dayes, which was buying real Eſtates with the Advance 
_ made upon the Incomes or Rent, which way that Holy man alwaies ab- 

horred, neither would he ever it it in Ins Church, for hedeclared 
in his publick Sermons, that he rather live upon the Oblations and 
Collethions which were wont to be made in the Primitive times of the 
Church, than to have a Care of Pofleflions, which were bardenſome to 
bim, and hindered him from attending iztirely upon the Principal Charge 
of a Biſhop, thar 1s, of Spiritual things ; ing further, t he was 
prepared to renounce all Poffefiions, 1f a livelihood were provided for 23: 
the Servants of God, and Miniſters, as in the old Teſtament, by way 
of Tythes or of other Oblations, without being ſubje& to the DiiFra- 
. Fion, which the Care of Earthly things brought along with it. 

But for all the Checks of the Holy Fathers through their good Ex- 
hortations, and of the Princes by their good Laws, the Ecclefiaſtical 
Goods could not be hindered from encreafing above what they ought, 
only the ancient manner of Governing and of be{towing them reman- 
ed and laſted till the year 420, without any notable Alteration; Beſides 
all the Oblations and other Ecclefiaſtical Incomes proceeding from Re- 
al Eſtates were in- Common, and governed by dhe Deacons by te Sub- 
Deacons, and by other Stewards their Aſſiſtants, and Diſtributed for 


Colledge of Pricſts and the Brſhop were principally the Intendants, and 
in —_ an _ of all we m 7 — _ kept, .ſo that 
the Biſhop Diſpoſed of every thing, acons Exe it, and all * 24. 
the Clergy tr pad what the Church had, although all did not ad- ; 
miniſter. St. Joh: Chriſoitome makes mention that in thoſe dayes the 
Church of Amtioch fed above 3ooo Perſons at the Publick Expence : 
Tis alfo a thing certam, that the Church of Hiersſalew bore the Ex- 
pences of an infmite Multitude of Perfons, which happened there from 
all parts of the World. It is Recorded in Hiſtories that Atticus Bi- 
ſhop of Conftantinople, Aﬀiſted the Church of Nices in Bithywia by 
on of a great Concourſe of poor People in that City, which were 
Numbred to 10000 in one day. | | 
But after France, Spain, and Africe were divided from the Empire, 
and eredted into diflink ingdoms, and the Succeflion of * | 
Extin&, Italy after the of Bren Bets Phe wins - 
falf'n into the hands of the Kmgs of rhe Garhs, and the Faff divided Divifien of 
from the Welt, the Ctrurches were alſo diffirently Governed, the Be. *'* E:!t from 
fern Church foflowed the Common /Government already inſtituted ; 25. 
In the We&err, the Biſhops by Adminiſtrators and Superintenderits be- 
gan to meke themſelves ers, and to Govern the Goods of the 
Church in an Arbitrary manner, from whence proceeded a great Con- 
fuſion, in the Diſtribution of the ſaid Goods, and chiefly to the Dau- 
wage of Buildings, which fell, to Ruin, and of the Poor —— 
x - 
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ſaken : For which Cauſe about the year 470, twas ordained in the 
Weitern Church, that four parts ſhould he made 5 one ſhould be the 


Goods Eccle- Biſhops, the ſccond for the other Miniſters, the third for building of 


ftaſtical. 
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the Church (which Comprehended not only the Building of the Place 
where the Pcople met together, but alſo the Habitations of the Bi- 
ſhops, and othec Clergy-mens, and of the fick and: Widdows) and the 
fourth for the Poor & theſe Poor amongſt moſt of the Churches 
as St. Gregory relates, were meant only the Poor of the place, becauſe 
all the Hoſpitality belonged to the Biſhop, who upon the Expence of ts 
own Portion wasObliged to Lodge the Forraign Clergy,and to feed the 
Poor which came from abroad. Yet 'tis not to. be believed, that this 
Diviſion was in four Arithmetical and cqual Parts, but Proportionably ; 
becauſe in ſome Churches the Number of| the Clergy required, that 
their Expences ſhould be greater than for the Poor ; on the contrary 
the great Number of Poor, and the ſmall Number of Clergy-men re- 
quired otherwiſe, cven as in the greateſt Cities, the Charges of Build- 
ing was great, but not ſo in the ordinary ones 3 becauſe cvery Church 


| ng nb: ores of Dividing into four parts, made the Diviſions 
with di 


-& ercnt proportions, according to |thcir own different Necct- 
——_ | 
I know that ſome do attribute this Diviſion to Pope Sy.veſter, who 
was 150 years before, grounded upon ſome feigned Scriptures after, 
with little Honour to that Age,which was! not then much Polluted. 
In the| Theodoſian Codicil, there is found a Law of Conitartivs and 
Fuliar, in the year 359, Exempting the Marchant-Clergy from paying 
Cuſtome or Tribute, becauſe what ta gained, was the Poors 5 {6 
are we that the Church Goods ſhould be Divided, that they left their 
gains in Common, but in theſe years which were about 5co, although 
the Rents were Divided into four parts, yet the Eſtates were not Di- 
vided, neither the real Eſtates, nor the Oblations and Almes, but all 
Govecrned together by the Deacons and Sub-Deacons, and the Incomes 
Divided into four Parts; which thing hath been neceſlary to be men- 
tioned in'this Place, becauſe in Succeeding times, there will be de- 
clared ſuch a change of Goyernment, which in and ow all things 
proved Contrary to the Antient, as alſo the Manner of Chuſing Mini- 
Sters was, (as is aboveſaid) Inſtituted by the Holy Apoſtles, that Bi- 
ſhops, Prieſts, and other Miniſters of Gods Word, and the Deacons 
Miniſters of Temporal things, ſhould be EleFed by the QUniverſality or 
Genmerality of the Faithful, and ſhould be Ordained by the Biſhops, with 
laying off Hands on the Head, a thing which laſted without altera- 
tion, [, | | 
The Biſhop was choſen by the People, and Ordained by the Metrepo- 
litain, in the Preſence of all the Cumprovincial Biſhops, or elſe by their 
Conſent granted by Letters from thoſe who could not be preſent, and 
if the Metropolitan was hindred, the Ordination was made by three 
of the Neighbouring Biſhops, with the Conſent of him, and of thoſe 
that were Abſent : And after that, many Provinces for a better Form 
of Government were Subje&t to one Primate, his Conſent was allo re- 
quired for Ordaining. Then the PrieiFs, Deacons, and other Clerg y- 
en were preſented by the People, and Ordained by the Biſhop, or elſe 
Nominated by the Biſhop, and with the Conſent of the People Ordain- 


ed by biz. ; | | ; 
n unknown man was never received, neither did the Biſbop wm 
E: | In. 


th. 
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Ordain one who was not approved of and Commended, or rather pre- 
ſented by the People, and the Conſent or interveening of the People 
was Fudged ſo neceſſary, that Pope Leo the firſt treateth amply, that 
the Ordination of a Biſhop could ot be valid nor Lawful, which was 
not required, or ſought for by the People, met them approved of, N. 29, 
which 1s ſaid by all the Saints of thoſe times, St. Gregory eſteemed 

that Conitarce could not be Conſfecrated Biſhop of M:lazr, who had 
been Elected by the Clergy, without the Conſent of the Citizens, who 
by reaſon of Perſecutions were retired to Genoa, and prevailed, that 
they ſhould be firſt ſent unto, to know their Will, a- thing worthy of 
being noted in our dayes, when that Ele&tion is declared to be lllegi- 
timate and Null, where the People have any Share 3 Thus things are 
changed, and patled into a quite Contrary Cuſtome, calling that Law- 
ful which then was accounted Wicked, and that Unjuſt - which then 
was reputed Holy. Sometimes when the Biſhop was grown Old, he no- 
minated his own Succctlor ; Thus St. Auguſtir nominated Eradizs, but 
that Nomination was of no value, unlels 1t were firſt approved of by 
the People, all which things are neceflary to be kept in mind, to com- 
pare them with the Cuſtoms and Manners, which were ſeen to be pra- 
Ctiſed in ſubſequent times. 

Tis neccflary now to make a little Digreſſion for a new Cauſe, 4, 

which hath —_— a very great Encreaſe to Eccleſiaſtical Eſtates, and 
ſprang up in theſe very times about the year 500, and this was another |, _ 
fork of Religious Colleges , called Monaiteries. Monkery began in A- Mcnitteries 
£ypt about the year 300, thoſe who fled from the Perſecutions, and Monkery. 
from thence paſt into Greece, where by St. Baſil, abour the year 370, © 3” 
it was formed in the manner which yet continues in thoſe Countries. 
But in Italy about the year 350, it was brought to Rome by Athara- ,e, PPS 
(#5, where he had but few 5 ann and little Applauſe in that City, 
and in the Neighbouring Places, until that time of about the year 500, 
when St. Equitizs, and St. Benedi@Fws gave it a ſetled Form , and di- 
fuſed it, though indeed the Inſtitution of St. Equitizs Extended it {elf 
bur little, and ſoon fail'd, but that of St. Beredi, ſpread it (elf all 
over Italy, and went beyond the Mountains. The Morks in thoſe wonks nov 
dayes and for a long time after, were not Clerks, but Secalars, and in Clerks bur 
the Monaſteries which they had without the Cities, they lived upon X<=* 
their own Lahowrs of Husbandry, and other. Arts, together with fome | 
Oblations made them by the Faithful, all which was Governed by the 31, = 
Abbot : But 1n the Cities they lived by their work, and by that which * 
was appointed for publick Expences by the Church. Theſe retained 
their Anticnt Diſcipline much longer z The Clerks after the Stock of 
the Church was divided, lot f.friciently of the Peoples Divotion, where- a 
upon there were few who either as or left any more Goods to them, 
ſo that the Acquiitions and Purchaſes of- the Church would have been 
at an end; But thc Mozks continuing the living in Common, and in 

Pious Works, weic cauſe that the Liberality of the People was not | 
_ excinguiſhed, . but forlaking the Clerks turned towards them who were 
greatly Inſtrumental in Encrealing Eccleſtaſtical Wealth', and in pro- 

reſs of time, augmented greatly in Poſlefſtions and Incomes, given to 
them and left by Will, which indeed was then ſpent by them in the 
Maintenance ofa great Number of Mozks, and in Hoſpitality, in School- 

ing and Education of youth, and in other Pious Works. | 
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Ing the leſſer 


The Abbot Tritemivs makes account that the Monaſterics of Bene- 
diftin Monks were to the Number of 15000, beſides the Prepofitures 


and lefler Convents. 


The Monks themſelves choſe their own Abbot,, who Governe them 
Spiritually, and Ruled alſo as well the Goods, which came by the Cha- 
ntable Offerings of the Faithful, as of thoſe which proceeded from 
the Labour an Art of the Monks, and in progreſs of time thoſe alſo 
which came from ſetled Revenues; But the Bieprin theſe dayes which 
Succeeded the year 5co, being, become abſolute Diſpenſators of the 
fourth part of| the Church Goods, bog alſo to mind more Temporal 
Things, and to|make themſelves tobe followed in the Cities, whercup- 
on Ele&ions were no more uſed as the End of Diyine Service, but with 
Seditious Prattices, Proceeding oftentimes from Practices, to Publick 
Violences, for which cauſe Princes who until then took but little thought 
of whom ſhould be Ele&ed unto this Miniftery, began to bethink them- 
(clves of it, being advertiſed by the Holy men of thoſe times, that 
God had Committed the Protetion of his Church unto then, and there- 
fore they ought by the Command of his Divine Mmiſtery, to take 
ſuch carc that Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs ſhould be Lawtully Managed. 

The Princes alſo ſaw evidently how great Impediments were brought 
againſt the Quietneſs of rhe State, and againſt the good Government 
of the Common-wealth, by the Private Þrtereits of the Ambitions Clerg y, 
and by the Seditious Practices, which they uſed to acquire Ecclefiafti- 
cal Dignities 3 whereupon, partly out of Divine Reſpe&t, and partly 
for Human, they began to prevent the Clergy and the Laity from pro- 
viding themſelves after their way according to their Aﬀections, as well 
becauſe Afairs being altered and the Biſhoprick.no more ſhun'd, bat 
coveted, they made Parties, from whence proceeded Seditions, and 
ſometimes popular Slaughters by means of the Concurrents, as alfo be- 
cauſe ſometimes Factious Perſons were choſen for Biſhops, who hekd pri- 
vate Intelligence with the Princes Enemies, which were never wantmg 
in the Weſtern Confuſions, and ſometimes Perſons were choſen, who 
having gained a Train of People, Attempted ſome Detign to Attribute 
the Juriſdittion of the Magiſtrate to themfelves, and would ftw up the 
People to Defend their Enterprifesz whereupon, the Princes Ordamed 
that no Perſon Ele&ed, ſhoutd be Conſecrated wrthourt their Conſent 
or the Magiſtrates, the Prince Referving to himſelf the Confirmation of 
the great Biſhopricks, as in Italy of Rowe, Ravenna, and of Milan, leav- 

bilhopricks to the Care of the Mimfters; But taking 
more heed to the Sabftance of the thing, than to the Appearance, 
when in a City |there was an Eminent Subje# known to the People, to 
whom all were enclined, and the Prince ſatisfied that he pleaſed the 


Occurrenza. People, when an Occurrence came, he was Conſecrated without more ado : 


35 


AP. 750. 


Sometimes alſo there happened Og Accident of War, or of Plague, 
that one had been Ordained, before he had the Contirmation of the 
Prince, as happend to Pelagizs the 2d, Predecctior to St. Gregory 3 
Rome being Belieged by the Lombards, atter the Siege was raiſed, he 
ſent Gregory, who was then Deacon, to make Excufe to the Emperor, 
beſceching him to Confirm what Neceffity had Conſtramed him to do. 
In this manner Popes were Ele&ed, and Biſhops in Ituly until the year 
750, with the Imperial Confirmation; but in France, and in other pla- | 
ces beyond the Alps, the Regal or the Ptinces Authorny was herein 


more abſolute, |for the People totally deſitted from the Eleftionv, when 
| | | the 


Wet als” Age: % 
RE ann > ook oh 
x 


by Fra Paolo Sarpi. : 


the Prince took it in Hands good men forbore, becauſe believing them- 
ſelves to be well provided with Kings, eſteemed their Interventions Su- 
perfluous;z evil men, becauſe they were not certain of being able to 
bring their Deſigns to paſs 3 whereupon the Kings gave the Bilbopricks 
to them only throughout the Kingdom. | 

In all Gregory Twronenſic's Hiſtory from Clodoviae, the firſt Chriſtian 
_— France, unto the year 590, no Biſhop was known to be made 
but by the Command or by the Conſent ot the King, and St. Gregory 
who was made Pope that year, writing to ghe Kings of France upon 
different occaſions, Complains to them that the Biſhopricks were not 
beſtowed on ſufficient men, and prayes them to make choice of good 
and underſtanding men. He never reprehends the Proviſion made by 
the Kings, when the Perſon. provided was deſerving. 

As for Biſhops who ivere choſen without the Authority of the Peo- 
ple, it was eaſie to exclude them alfo from the Elettion ot Prieſts, Dea- 
cons, and other Ecclefiaſtical Miniſters, reducing the Power of nomi- 


- IIs 9 ny or ut 


nating them to the Prince only, without the Intervention of the Pco- 


ple, part of them having withdrawn themſelves totally trom meddling 
m Eccleſiaſtical Congregations, to attend their Domeſtick Aﬀairs,others 
through the Inconvenencies which did arife — popular Fachons, 
and ſome others tor ſceing themſclves diſreſpe&ed by the Biſhop grown 
Potent, as well by the Riches he had to ſpend, as by his De 
on the Prince, by whom he was Nominated to, or Confirmed in the 
Biſhoprick. | | | 
"The Prince ſometimes Nominated thoſe that were to be Ordained, at 
other tunes he lett theCare wholly to the Biſhop,chiefly when he was fully 
Confident, which Confidence was alſo Cauſe that the Prince oftentimes 
made uſe of the Biſhop, cither to compoſe Difficalties amongſt the __ 
or to determine Difficult Caulſes,the Reſped# of Religion being the Canſe, that 
thcy were more bclicved than the Magiſtrates 3 whereupon they were 
more intent upon that, than m teaching the Chriitian Do@rine , which 
at first i.2s given ther in Charge 5 Theretore when making of a Biſhop 
was in Que{i0n, it bchooved rather to have Reſpe&untoa wiſe Word- 
ling, than unto ome »7deritanding in Matters of Faith, which remains 
fill unto this time, it being ſaid, that excepting the Places borderi 
on the Inſidells, it-is better making a Biſhop of a good Furiſconſult or 
Lawyer, than of a good Divine ; and truly 'tis a reaſonable thing, if 
the Principall Office of a Biſhop were to judge Caufes. Chriſt our 
Lord Ordaming his Apoſtles, faid, as ry Father hath ſent me, ſo ſend I 
zon, by which they underſtood to be ſent to Teach : It now all be fuf- 
ficiently inſtructec, and there be no more need of it, he may attend 
ſomcwhat Eſc : Heretofore the Pfincipal Care of the Biſhop was to 
Teach, and the next to overſee the Government of the Poor; fo that in 
the tecond, as wcl} as1n the firſt, there wzs ſome Relaxation, and there- 
forc in makingythc Diviſion ito ſour parts abovementioned, the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Goods being mn the Hands of the Clergy, and thoſe 
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were they who.divided after their way, fo that where the Biſhop and 


the Prietts were Conſcionable men, the Diviſion was Juſtly made; Bur 
where they did not forget themſelves (there being none to Protect the 
Poor, and as few to take Care of the Buildings) the Shares of theſe 
two were very ſmall, and in ſome places nothing belonged to enther of 
them, but all was Divided between the Biſhop and the Clergy- 
MEN. | 
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| are of no Antient Inititution. 


40. 


Fatrimonics. 


Beſides alſo, where the Diviſion was made with duc Proportion, 
nevertheleſs the Adminiſtration of the Buildings, and thc Shares of the 
Poor remaining in the Hands of the Clergy, they came-to diminiſh by 
little.and little, and the other two waxed greatcr > which evidently 
appears, for that in very few places the Buildings have any proper In- 
come, and for the Poor there remained nothing but the Hoſpitals, which 

In the Begupung the Share of the Clergy was not Divided amongſt 
them, but the Biſhop had a Care of dealing with cach one according 
to his Merits, but afterwards they took upon themſclves the Office of 
Dividing, the Biſhop being Excluded, and they having their Share, 
where neither Biſhop nor others had to do, they Divided again amongſt 
themſelves, ſo [that each Particular man began 'to know his own, and 
ceaſed from living in Common. But although the Rents or Incomes were 
thus Divided, © nevertheleſs all the Stocks or Eltates remained in one 
Body, Governed by the Deacons and Sub-Deacons, and the Rentspro- 
ceeding from thence Conſigned to the Biſhop, and to cach one of the 
Clergy, according to the Proportion of theix Sharcs. 

And in [talyin thoſe times the Polletſtons of the Church were called 
Patrimonies, which I was willing to mcntion here, that no man might 
think that this| name may fſignihe any Supream Dominion, or ſome ſu- 
riſdiction of the Roar Church, or of the Pope. The Pollcllions of 
each Family which came from their Anceſtors 11 the times we ſpeak of, 
were Gted the Patrimony thereof, and that Eſtate was calle the P4- 
trimony of the Prince, which he had in Propiicty, and to diſtinguiſh 


it from the Patrimonies of Pnvate men, it was called Sacrume 


41. 
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Patrimonium, as is Read in many Laws of the 12+ of the Codice, . af- 
ter which for the ſame Reaſons, the name of FPatrimony was given to 
the Poſlfſions of each Church : There arcſcen named in the Epiſtles 
of St. Gregory, not only the Patrimonies of the Roman Church, but al- 
ſo the Patrimony of the Church of Arimini, the Patrimony of the Church 
of Milan, the Patrimony of the Church of Ravenna. 
The Churches placed in Cities, whoſe Inhabitants were of but indif- 
ferent Fortunes, had no Poſlefiions lett to them out of their Diſtrict. 
But to thoſe of Imperial Cities, as Rome, Ravenna, Milan, where Sc- 
nators and other Illuſtrious Perſons dwelt,Poſleſſions were left in divers 
parts of the World. St. Gregory makes mention of the Church of Ra- 
verna's Patrimony in Siczly, and of another there belonging to the 
Church of Milan ; The Church of Rome had Patrimonies in moſt parts 
of the World. DT | 
' Mention is made of the Patrimony of France, of Africk, of Sicily, 
of the Cottiar Alps, and of many others; but ih the time of the ſaid 
St. Gregory, there was a Ditterence, or ſuit at Law, between him and 
the Biſhop of Raverna, for the Patrinronies of! both Churches, which 


was accommodated by Tranſat ion. 


To gain alſo greater Reſpect for the Poſleſſions of the Church, they 
were wont to| give it the name of Holy, -which that Church had in 


great Vencrationz So the Church of Ravexrna Nominated her Pollcii1- 


ons of St. Apol/irare, and that of Milan, of St, Ambroſe, and the Rv- 
man called it the Patrimony of St. Peter in Abruzzo, St. Peter's Patri- + 
mony of Sicily, &c. After the -manner of Fexice, where the Publick 
Revenues arc called St. Mirks. As for the Putrimonics of Princes when 
they were not |appointed to the Souldiers, a Governor was placed with 

| FE Junfdt- 
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Juriſdiction over Cauſes which concerned that Poſlefſion : Some Cler- 
gy-men there were of the Roman Church, who endeavoured to uſurp 
luch Rights in the Patrimronies of that Church, being willing to right 
themſelves without having Recourſe to publick Judicatures 3 which In- _ 
trodudion St. Gregory Rebuked and Condemned, Re doing | 
of it upon pain of Excommunication. Eccleſiaſtical Poſlcſtions paid 
Tribute to the Prince, as appears manifeſtly by the Canon, Sr Tributum, Tribuce. 
which 1s St. Ambroſe. And it is clear, that Conitantines Pogonaties in 
the year 681, granted an Exemption from the Tributes which the Ro- 58: 
man Church paid for the P.trimony of Sicily and Calabria. And Ju- ——— 
ftinian Ritmeno 1n the year 687, remitted the Tributes which the Pa- | 657. 
trimonies of Abbruzzo, and Lucdnia paid. | | 
The Roman Church received not ſuch great Incomes from ws Patri- N. 43: 
monies as ſome believe; becauſe as Hiſtories relate, Leo Iarrws in the 
year 732, Confiſcated the Patrimones of Calabria and Sicilia, both | 73+ 
whichare mentioned to yield three Talents of Silver, and half a Talent 
of Gold, which make in our money (not to lefſen the Account upon 
the varicty of Opinions how much anſwers each Talent exactly ) no 
greater ſum than 2500 Crowns, and the Patrimony of Sicilia much lar- 
' ger paid no more than 2100 Crowns. | 
It is not buiide the Subject of our Diſcourſe, to know the Particu- 
Jars which hapaed whilſt the Poſteſfions of the Church remained in an 
entire Body, and under the ſame Government although the Incoms were 
divided, which could not laſt long by reafon of the Cortertions which 
aroſe among(t thoſe to whom the Adniniftration belonged, and the o- _ 44 
thers who remained upon their own Diſcretion. Whereupon for grea- 
ter Expedition, cach Miniſter began to retain the Oblations for himſelf 
which had bcen made in his Temple, the which formerly were wont 
to be carryed to the Biſhop, that he might divide them, but for an 
acknowledgment of the Epiſcopal Superiority, each one gave the third 
part to the Biſhop, and ſomething over and above for Honour, which 
was called atterwards Cathedraticws, becauſe it was given out of Re- Catbedraticus: 
verence to the Cathedral or the Epiſcopal See. 
Morcover they divided the Eſtates, and omg" every man his 
' own ſhare, but theſe Alterations were not made 1n all places at once, 
nor by a publick Decrce, but as the Uſes and Cuſtoms hapned to all, 
they began in {nie vlaces, and Communicated them Succeſſively unto 
others, chicfly the »ad ones which have the ſwifteſt Courſe, and the 
leait hindrance. | 
In rhoſe dayes when the Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs were reduced to this 
Conduion, tie Publick Stocks or Eſtates were Diſtributed by the Prin- 
ces unto Military mer, with a charge that ſome ſhould keep the Mar- agg. 
cies or Borders, ſome ſhould ſerve the Prince in Civil Governments, 
ſome to follow him to the Wars, ſome were to Guard Cities, Forts, or 
Stronz-holds, and they were termed or called F rank, or Fees, by the 
Lombards; and in the Latin Tongue, which was not yct extinct th 
were.callcd Beneficia, as given out of the Princes Beneficency, for whic 
Reſpect alfo the name of Berefice was given to the Portions of Eccle(- 
aitical Eitates, or to the Right of Potletiing them, becauſe they were 
given by the Prince, as Bilhopricks, or by the Biſhop; of whoſe Con- 
ſent and Concetlion other Livings are bz{tow'd ; and alſo becauſe Cler- 
&y-men are Spiritzal Souldiers, keeping Guard, and exercilinga Sacred 
Warfare. | 
The 


Benefices, 
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abbey. = The Abbeys beyond the Alps were at laſt wade more ample and 


Marftri di Ps. More Rich, by reaſon the Maiters of the Palace allumed to themſelves 
lar. the Authority of making the Abbot, and that with a reafon apparent 
uſe the Morks then ( as hath been faid) were Laymen without 

fteifical Ordination. It 1s true, they did not alwayes giye himto 
them, butfometimes out of favour he granted the Monks leave to chooſe 
o themſelves one. Bur in Italy the Moraiteries being not very conſiderable 
475% in wealth, untill the year 750. the Kirgs of the Goths, then the Emv- 
Peres, and the Kings Mike Lombards, made no great Accompt of - 

; them; whereupon the Ele&iox was left to the Moxks, with the ole 
-” ſuperintendency of the Biſbop. But the Biſhops ſometimes being in- 

tent to grow 5 , it moleſted the Mionaſteries too much , 

w the Abbots and Morks deſirous of freeing themſelves from 

_ | that ſubMhon, founda way by having Recourle to the Biſhop of Rome, 
Exemption- that he might take them into his immediate Protection, and exempt 
them from the Authority of the Biſhop. This wascaſily conſented un- 
to by the Popes, making uſe of them, as well to have other perſons 
in Cuties immediately depending on them, as to amplite their Power 
over the Biſhops, it being very ymportant, that a Corporation ſo Nota- 
ble as were the Monks, who in thoſe times almoſt wholly attended on 
Learning, ſhould depend totally on'the See of Rowe: 

A Beginning being made of theſe Exemptions, all.the Moniaſteries 
in a very ſhort time remained united to the See of , and ſeparate 
from their Biſbops, * - | | 

In France the Biſhops made by the King, and much more thoſe who 
were made by the Maſters of the Palace, (the Kings Authority being 
leſſened) betook themfelves all to Temporal things, which the AZbots 
did likewiſe, who furniſhed the King with Souldiers, and went to the 
Wars in Perſon, not as Religious men to perform the Offices of Chriſts 
Miniſters, but Armed and fighting alſo with their own hands; for 
which cauſe they were not content with the fourth part of the Goods, 

4 but drew all to themſclves : Whereupon the poor Prieſts who Admi- 
| nNiſtred the Word of God and the Sacraments to the People in Churches, 
remained without a hivelyhood, whereforc the People out of their De- 
votion, Contributed unto them part of their own Eſtates, which be- 
o ing done in ſome places more liberally, and in others more ſparingly, 
4” Querimonies'or Complaints aroſe about it ſometimes, becauſe when 
'twas often treated how much that ſbould be, which was to be given 
to the Vicars or Curatcs, it went for a Common Opinion to be conve- 
nient after the Example of Gods Law in the old Teſtament, to give the 
Tyths. FTemth,which being Commanded that people by God, it was an ab thing 
to repreſent it under the Goſpel of ny as due alſo; though indeed 
nothing elſe be ſaid of it by our Lord, and by St. Pax/, but that rc- 
ceſſary maintenance is due from the- People to the Miniſter, and that the 
Miniſter or the Labourer is worthy of his hire, and he that ſerves at the 
Altar, ought to live by the Altar, without preſcribing any determinate 
quantity, becauſe that in ſome Caſes the Tzthe would be but little, and 
in other Caſes the hundreth part would ſuffice; But becauſe this is a 
clear thing, and that hereafter we have need. of bandling it more dit- 
fuſedly, Ile fay no more now, but that in thoſe dayes, and for an Agc 
a the Sermons which were made in Churches (excepting the 
Matters of Faith ) tended to nothing elſe but ro Proofs and Exhorta- 
tions to pay Tythes, a thing which the Cyrates were forc'd to do both 
| tor 
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for need, and for utility ot profit,. and in the Amplitying as it behoovy-. 
| &d like an Orator, Ms hw often ſo far that eway ka.T to all 
Chriſtian Perfedtion in pe rying of Tythes, of which not well ; 
and the Predials not ſeeming ſufficient for them, they. began to hold 
the Perſonals allo for neceilary, that is, what a man gains by: his La- 
bour and Induſtry, -of Hunting, of all Arts and Handicrafts, and alſo 
of the Military pay. | a 

Of theſe Sermons many being found without the Authors Nartte, 
ſome through Error or on. purpoje were attributed to St. Augaitin, and 
to other Antient writers; But beſides. that the Smile ſhews they were 
made about the year 800. Hiſtorics are clear, that neuther in Africa 
nor in the Eaſt, they. never paid Ththes , and that their Beginning, N. 56, 
ſprung up mn France, as hath been ſaid. Do | -Þ; 

Ile paſs unto Italy, where for ſeveral hundreds. of years no man was —_— 
ever Ordained, to whom there was not appointed both his proper axd our a Title. 
ſpectal Office and Charge, unleſs that ſome man famous in Do&rine or 
i Holyneſs, who to attend on his Sacred gn NT to be apply- 

e& to any particular Curez the Prieſt was Ordeined without. giving 

bim any proper Pariſh on which he might attend. St. Hrerolamo was 

Ordained Prieſt of Aztioch, and St. Paalinas at Barcelozwa, and this 

occaſion eccepted, [9 90% knew of no Diſtindtion between Ordizati- 0ln no di- . 
on and "ae 6 and Ordaining was then the fame thing as to, give ax non bo, 
Office, and the Right of having ones Livelyhood from the Common tion and Be. 
Goods of the Church; But afterwards that in the Confufions which n<fice- 
Wars had cauſed in States, many worthy. and good Boas - wy were 
driven from their Miniſtry, they recoverd or had Recourle to ſore 0- 

ther Church, where they were received and maintained as their own, 

Clerks, at the Common Charges, and. ſometimes ſore Miniſter of that 5 r. 
Church happening to fail by Death, or otherwiſe, bs Office was ap», 

pony him to be Miniſter therein, and that Clerk was then faid to be. Cardinals. 

cardinated, whereas he who had firſt been exalted to an Office, !ncardinate: . 
was ſaid to be Ordinated or Ordaind thereunto, but who being dif- eardjzato. 
policiied of his own, and provided with another was called Izcardi- 
nated. This manner began in 1taly before the 660th year of Chriits 
Birth, when through the Incurſions of the Lamebards, many Biſhopsand 
other Clergy-men were driven from their Charges, for which cauſe 
when ſach ſike Offices were vacant in other Ch they were Ivcar- 
dinated therein, and the Biſhops were call'd, Epiſcop: Cardinales, and 
the Pneſts, Presbiteri Cardinales. | 

Thoſe who were driven out from their own places, having, Recourſe 
to the Churches of Rome and Ravenna, which were the Chiefelt and 
Richeſt in Offices and Miniſteries, thoſe Churches (I fay) as moſt Rich 52: 
and moſt abounding received moſt of thoſe Strangers; and therefore 
they had more C ys. 87 which was alſo received in the aboveſaid | 
Churches, becauſe by that means they gain'd from all places the moſt 
Notable men, as is done in theſe dayes, and therefore they very Seldom 
Ordinated any of their own, but very often Incardinated itrengers, where- 
upon it remained, that in thoſe two Churches all were called Cards- 
nals. In that of Rome, the name remains ſtiil; in that of Ravennait 
laſted until the year 1543, when Paxl the third by one of his Bulls - 
abbrogated the name of Cardinal in that Church z thus the name of. 

Cardinal which declared Infirmity, changed the ſignification, and became 


the name of the greateſt Dignity, and is come to be ſaid they are - 
Cardinals, 


—_ 
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Cardinals, (that is) Cardines orbis Terrarum ; and that which had nei- 
ther nor order in the Church, but brought in by chance, is rai(- 
ed to the Greattieſs and ny wherein we ſee it now adayes. But 
he that ſhall conſider or loo _ the Councels held in Rove, where 
N. 53. Ttalian Biſhops, and Roman Cardinal Prieits did Interveen, ſhall ſee that 
Cardinals in- the Cardinals did alwayes underwrite afier the Biſhops 5 and that no Bi- 
ferior to, Bi ſhop was made a Cardinal Prieit in ſucceeding times. The firſt Biſhops 
m made Cardinals were ſome chief ones driven from their Churches, as Con- 
rad of Mentz, driven out for a Rebel by Frederik the fri? Emperor, 
was embraced, by Alexander the third, and made Cardinal of Sabino, 
Cardinals ro Neither had the Cardinals of Rome any Habit or Token of Diftintion 
Habirs w di- nt) Drocert the fourth in the year 1244, who upon Chriſtsnſ7 Eve 
ſtinguiſh cill ave them the Red-hatt, to which Pax! the ſecond added allo the Red- 
Red Hat>o cap, the Regulars Excepted 3 But Gregorythe 14thin our daycs granted 
RedGap. ijtto them alſo. This little Narration hath been neceſſary, becauſe that 
 upona Dignity, which at preſent is Supream in the Church, and for 
which it ſeems ſufficient Titles could not be found, the preſent Pope 

QOrban the 8th, by a peculiar Bull, hath reduced them to Eminency. 
54. From the Beginning until a little before the year 500, as hath been 
ſaid, every Clerk was Ordained unto ſome Office, and l:ved upon: the 
No Ordinati- Common Maintenance, after the Benefices were made, 'twas the fame 
onwithout 2. thing to Ordain it, and to appoint the Office of exerciſing, and the Be- 
aferwards. Nefice from whence to receive their Living, none being Ordained with- 
out a Benefice 3 but in Progreſs of time when there appeared any per- 
ſon fit to Ad the Clergy-man, although there were no Room or Be- 
nefice vacant, not to Joſe that Subje& or| Perſon, the Biſhops Ordain- 
ed him without any Office or Title, and therefore without Benefice 
alſo, in ExpeCation that one might become vacant 3 and thoſe men Or- 
- dained without Title did help or affift thoſe who had Livings, from 
. Whom they received their Maintenance 3 But in progreſs of time this 
Tnconvenien- fort of Clerks Ordained without Title or Benefice grew to ſuch an 
cies from Or: exceſſive number, and the Charity of the Beneficed in givinz them 
I? Tide, Maintenance being much leſſened, that a multitude of lan and 
Scandals arofe, that it behooved to proyide for them by Laws, and 
55. conitrain the Biſhops who Ordained without Title, to furniſh the Ordain- 
ed with 4 Livelyhood; and theſe Proviſions which were Eſtabliſhed in 
the Beginning, ſomewhat ſtilld the diſorder, which nevertheleſs ſprang 
up again cre long, and being often ſuppreſt, alwayes returned, where- 
unto two things have given a joynt cauſe; one was the deſire many 
men had of ing themſelves Clergy-wver, to enjoy the Exemptions 
and to free themſelves from the SubjeQtion of Princes; the other, the 
Ambition of Prelates of having a futfciency of Subjefts whom they 
might Command, ' which Diſorder is not yet well provided for, it 
cauſing many Indecencies in ſeveral Kingdoms, and making the Peo- 

ple to loſe their Reſpett for Religion. | 

The Epiſcopal order hath been no leſs exempt from this Inconveni- 
ency, but Biſhops have been Ordained with a Title only, or with a 
| name of Deriſion, hold nothing 3 yet they are not vulgarly fo treated 
or ſtyled, as oh unbenefic'd ks ; for though indeed they Ordain- 
ed Prieſts, Deacons, and other inferior Miniſters without Charge e- 
ther in faR, or in name; yet 'twas never uſual until now to Ordain a 
Biſhop without a Dioceſs whence he was denominated, wherefore 
if a City were aſſigned him poſſeſſed at preſent by Infidels from whence 
| | be 
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he takes his name, and no Chriſtians being there, the Biſhop ordained 
remains with a Name only without People, and lives by ſerving ſome 
great Biſhop who cannot, or accounts it a thing inferiour to him to ex- 
erciſe by himſelf the Epiſcopal Functions. 
There was a great number of ſach Trtwlar Biſhops before the Coun- 
ci] of Trent, now 'tis much leſſened. : 
But becauſe the Jeſuit Fathers at preſent propoſe a queſtion, Whe- 


ther the Pope can ordain Biſhops without any Title, either true or . 


feigned, as Prieſts and Deacons are ordained, and they decide that he 
may : God grant that this Power may not be put in pradtice, leſt the 
Reverence to that Order ſhould be loſt, which heretofore was great 
towards all Eccleſiaſtical Orders when none was ordained, but he thar 
was appointed to an Office, as hath been ſaid, for which caule all of them 


N. 59 


reſided or dwelt xpon their Charge, which could not beleft vacant, there Reſidence and 


wo, 421 to ſupply it, all being occupied in their own : in like man- ,..cc. 
ner t 


diſtindtion of Benefices was unknown , which ſought for Reſi- 
dency, and ſought it not; and whether the Benefice were rich or poor, 
either of a heavy or of a light burthen, it behooved that the 
ſhould ſerve it perfonally. . 

But after they began to ordain without Title, the Titulars havin 
who to put in their room, the charge was left to one with ſome ſmall 
Proviſions for attending, and they attended on ſomewhat elſe. So in 
. France, the Biſhops ſerved the Court and the Pariſhes alſo, ſome poor 

mo being ſubſtituted. - _ i p 
an to provide againſt the Diſorder, not wit ws and 
Confimiens but by prindſdatany of Cenfures, and of Privations ; ſo 
that inthe times whereof we ſpeak, that is immediately before the year 
8oo. they were refrained by theſe chaſtiſements, but ſo that the Divi- 
ſion of Benefices, as alſo the Ordination of non-Titulars, and the Pro- 


Non-reſ1- 


viſions for the Reſidency did: not paſs without ſome diverſity between 


Place and place z even in the ſame Church it paſſed not without ſome 


variation, cauſed indeed by the different minds of the Biſhops who ſuce 


ceeded one another z as alſo through divers Proviſions made from time 


to time by Princes, to prevent the diſorders cauſed by the willing of Troppo vo- 


too much in. ſome Clergy-man, or by the impatience of ſome popular 


cre. 


man, who could not fee himſelf totally exchuded from Eccleſiaſtical | 


IS. 


Much Alteration happened unto Charlewain , who having reduced 


- under his obedience Italy, France, and Germany, reformed alſo the Ec- 


clefiaſtical affairs, reducing them to an Uniformity , which m divers 


places had been differently inſtituted, renewing many of the old Ca- ' 


nons and Conncek, wornout of uſe, and making of Ecclefiaſtical Laws 
for the diſtribution of Benefices according to the Exigencies of thoſe 
Times, he partly reſtored unto the Pariſhes the Poſicflions which the 
Biſhops had drawn to themſelves, ordaming that every Priei# Curate 
—_— have one of quantity appointed him , which then was called 
ſo, | 
At that time the Cuſtom of giving Tyther unto Pariſh Churches paſi 

over into Haly, which long before had been introduced m France. 
Therefore Charles added anew, that the Biſhop as Superintendant , and 
Paſtor-general, might give that order upon the Diftribmionof Tithes, 
as he thonght fit; wherefore the BiſBops, where the Tithes were many 
. and fat ones, difpoſcd of them different wayes, part they attributed to 

D .themſclves 
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Manſo. 


Tythes in 
Italy. 
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/ themſelves, part unto the Pricſts of the Cathedral, and they appointed 
/ alſo ſome ſhare unto the Morafterics, with a charge that they ſhould 
= a Vicar in the Cure, giving him a convenient Portion; and be- 
ides the Biſhops Appointment. Sometimes the Nou-parochial Churches 
appropriated ſome ſharc to themſelves which in progreſs of times they 
detended afterwards by Preſcription. The Princes alfo applyed fome 
unto the Churches towards which they had the. greateſt Devotion. 
The Pcople Charles reſtored tothe People the Liberty of chooſing Biſbops, granting 
chooſe BE that the Clerws and the People ought to choole one of their own Dio- 
Kt ceſs, who ſhould be preſented to the Prince, and when he was appro- 
ved by him, and inveſted by yiving him the Crozzer and the Rirg , he 
wasto bs Conſecrated by the neighbouring Biſhops. He -reſtored alſo 
Monks chooſe tO the Morrks the Power of chooling the Abbot of theur own Moxaitery ; 
Abbos. - He eſtabliſhed alſo; that the —_—_ ought to ordain thoſe Prieſts who 
were preſented by the People of the Pariſhes. Charles eſtabliſhed alfo the 
Pope of Rome, in like mapner as he had been inſtituted when the Em- 
61, Pperonrs of the Eaſt had the Dominion over Rowe, wiz. That the Pope 
Pope elefted ſhould be eleFed by the Clergy and by the People, .and the Decrec of the 
jp Palme Election ſhould be| ſent to the Emperonr, upon whoſe Approbation the 

ple. Eledted was conſecrated. | 
- True itis, that Charles being dead, when the p—_ of his Po- 
ſterity were weak in Power or in the Brains, the Popes eleFed by the 
People cauſed themſelves to be Conſecrated without expecting a Decree 
from the Emperonr. So did Paſchal with Lewzs the Son of Charles, 
though indeed he ſent afterwards to have it excuſed, that it proceeded 
not from his will, but from the Force of the People who would have it 
fo. There have been ſome called Lewis who haye renounced the Fa- 
culty of confirming the Pope, and therefore they alleage the C. Ego 
Ladovicws, which other men of much Dodrm by many Reaſons ſhew 
to be falſe and feigned, wherein 'tis needleſs to toyl ones ſelf, becauſe 
that certain it s that Lotharigs the Son of Lewis, and Lewis the Second 

his Nephew did confirm all the Popes elected in their Ages. 

FR In theſe Times, and in thoſe foregoing, and ſucceeding, when wait- 
ing for the Confirmation of the Prince who was ſometimes abſent, that 
ſome Months paſt before the Ele&ed were confirmed and conſecrated 

. afterwards 3 He, before the Conſecration, behaved himſelf not as Pope, 
neither did he adminiſter , except that ſome particular thing whereto 
urgent neceſſity conſtrained to provide for at the preſent : neither was 
there any other who attended therein, as happened to St. Gregory 3 
neither was he called Epiſcopss, but Ele& ws. | 

Much leſs did he hold the chief place, but the | Arch-Priei? held it, 
who gave himſelf this Title alſo 3 Servars Locum ſandi ſedi Apoitolice : 
But after the Princes were excluded , as ſhall be ſpoken of in its place, 
the time was never long between the Eleftion and the Conſecration 
and it was not ſaid that the EleFior aloxe gave the Popedome , but the 
Conſecration ;, wherefore if any one elefted, died before he was confe- 
crated, he was not put into the Catalogue or number of the Popes, as 

42 happened to one Syepher, choſen after the death of Zacharia, Anno 752. 

?" he was not conſecrated, and therefore not put into the Catalogue. 
Pope Nicholas the Second for what appears was the firſt who declared 
 Amno 1059. that if the Pope Ele& could not be enthroned by rcaſon of 
Wars, or through the Malignity of men, nevertheleſs he ſhould have 
Authority as a true Pope, to govern the Church of Rome, and to _—_ 

| 0 
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Anno primo z, but ſaith, « die ſiſcepti a nobis Apoitolatws Officii, and men 
have not been vous Nay occaſion to ſay, that the not 


efore, but Ele&, neither can he uſe a 3 and 


makes 2 Bul! before his Conſecration, he ſaith not , ch rg noitri 
ope 


to be called Biſhop 


fuch oppoſitions were-made again(t Pope Clement the 5th, whereupon | 


he, Anno 1306 made a Bull, where he forbad under pain of Excommu- 


f 


nication, that no man ſhould expoſe theſe Difficulties abroad 5 fo that 4 come. 


is held at preſent for an Article, againſt what Antiquity believed, thar 
by the ſole Flea ion of the Cardinals, the Pope receives all the Authority, 
and therefore the Writers of theſe times have laboured hard to put into 
thetr Number and Catalogue that Stephexz of whom we have ſpoken: 
wherefore they have altered the Number of the other Stephens follow- 
ing, calling the ſecond third, and the third fourth, and fo to the ninth, 
which they number to be tenth, with much confuſion amongſt ancient 
and ms writers, ſprung up only for the intereſt of maintaining this 
Article. | 
In the beginning the Government of the Holy Church had alt 


N. 64. 


a Democratical Form, all the Faithful interverung in the chiefeſt Deli- Government 
berations; thus we ſee that all did intervene at the EleFion of Mat- Je Churuh 
thias unto the ApoiFleſhip, and in the EleFion of the Six Deacons, and tical. 


when St. Peter received Cormelims a Heathen Centurion unto the Faith, 
he gave an Account of it to al/ the Churche. 

Likewiſe in the Council cdlebrated in Hreruſalexs , the "Apoſtles, the 
Prieſts, and the other faithful Brethren did intervene, and the Letters 
were written in the Name of all theſe three Orders. In ſucceſs of time 
when the Church encreafed in r, the faithful retiring themſyes 
to the Afﬀairs of their Families, and having left thoſe of the Congre- 
gation, the Government remained only in the Miniſters, and became 


with the Metropolitan aſſembled at leaſt twice in the year, making a 
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Ariftocratical, ſaving the Ele&iow which became Popular 3 whereupon all Then acino 
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Provincial Synod, the Clerks with the Biſbop made a Dioceſan Synod, and Provincial 


held an Aſſembly almoſt daily, which was called the Conſpitory in 5y204- 
a of the Aſſembly of the Emperors Counſellors, to which that yy® 
Conſiftory. 


name was given. 

In the Eccleſraitical Conſpitory the Chicf of the City Churches did in- 
tervene with the Biſhop, a thing grown out of uſe m all places, only 
in Rowe the Image remains. There they ed, diſcuſſed, and reſoly- 
ed all Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs; but after that Bem were erected, the 
Prieſt having his Living ſeparate, took little care of the Common Af- 

out of cuſtome, and thereof the Biſhops made an Aſembl 
ol the Clerks of their Cathedral Church , to make uſe of them 44 
or Councel, as for Miniſters in the Government, who receiving the 
Share of thar Living fromthe common Miſs or Stock, every year, every 


fairs, __d Co os OR whereupon that 


Sy- 
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month, every day , from whence were called Canons, from the c,,... 


word Canon, which in the Weſtern Empire fignified the' meaſure of 
wheat which ſufficed for a Private mans food, or for a Families, or for 
a Cities; and this Inſtitution I NEE the times of 
© Charlemairr, by whom they were alſo better | 


Here it is alſo requiſite to be noted, that in thoſe times by reaſon | 


-of the Wealthineſs of the Benefices, Ay ces tor Biſhops the chict 
: 2 


men 
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men of the Court, and of the City, to whom the Prince likewiſe com- 
mitted a great ſhare of the Political Government 3 firſt -extraordina- 
rily, -and then ſeeing it ſucceeded well, ordinarily, though not in all 
Gities after the ſame manner, but according to the Occurrences of the 
place, and tothe worth or goodneſs of the Biſbep, and alſo accord- 
Ing to the little aptneſs of the Lord or Earl, who was ſometime ſup- 
plied by referring unto the Biſbop,which was the cauſe that when the Po- 
ſterity of Charles was afterwards degenerated and plunged into the 
depth of Ignorance, the Bifbops thought it better for them not to ac- 


' knowledge any more that Anthority of the Prince from whence it came, 


but to attribute 1t to themſelves only, and'to exerciſe it as a Peculiar 
of the Biſhops, and to call it Eccleſaitical JurijdiFion : And ſuch was 
the Beginning of that which we now ſee contended for with Princes, 
and which puts a little confuſion ſometimes in the good Civil Govern- 
ment. | | 

The Afairs eſtabliſhed by Cherlemain had no long dunation, through 
the little worth of the Princes of his Poſterity who heid the Empire 
whereupon beyond the Alps things eaſily returned to their tirft Abules ; 
the People in tew places, and very ſeldom had any ſbare 1n the og, 


z of the Biſhops, and not much in the choice of the other Eccleſiaſtica 


Miniſtersz but the Biſhops ordained and gave Benefices to whom they 


pleaſed, except when ſome man was propolcd by the Prizce, in which 


caſe they failed not to obey. The Pope of Rome was always elected b 
the People, ahd confirmed by the Emperour aforce he was confecened 
and the other 1/aliar Biſhops were not conſecrated unleſs the Emperour \, 
had firſt approved of them. In France and in Germany much more. 
If the Pope was witlog to fayour any one in the Neighbouring Biſhop- 
ricks of Rome, he had recourſe to the Emperour, beleeching him he 
would vouchſate to give him the Biſhoprick, and if any inſtance were 
made to him, that he would grant the Conſecrating of any one who 
had not the Emperoxrs Letters he refuſed to do it, bringing to mind 

ſhould be firſt obtained. - | 

ut the — of Charles being driven out of Italy in the year - 
884. Adrian the 3d. made a Decree that the Pope ſbould be conſecrated 
without the Emperour. | | 

It was not belides the Argument, that having deligned to treat of 

Benefices, we have diſcourſed of the Popedowe, and are yet to diſcourſe 
of it for the future, That being one amongſt the Beneficcs, and eſpe- 


cially named for a Benefice by Clexvert the 3d. in a time when the Pope- 


dome of Rome was not only aſcended to its heighth of Greatnets, but 
had alſo ſome peculiar Dignities to diſtinguiſh it from others. 

And 'tis a moſt noted thing, that antiently the name of Sad &- 
Sandiſſumwus , Beatws &- Beatiſſumus was common to all the Faithful in 
Chriit, when all men ſtill aſpired ro perte&t Sanity ; atterwards that 
Secular men had attained to much more conveniencies 10 worldly Af- 
fairs, theſe pames remained amongſt the Clerical Order, agd after the 
declining of the inferiour Clergy, they remained amongſt the Biſhops 
only. ng Biſhops being given to worldly Atfairs, they remain- 
ed to hine of oxly, who hath retained them ſince, not as 1 tles of 
Goodmeſs, as they-were, but as Titles of Greetzeſs. The Names of Pont:- 
fex, Pope, or Chief Prieſt, were, and are common toel/ Biſhops; yea,there 
are yet ſome Carons extant wherein all Biſbops are called C /ief Priests. 
The name of Pape or Pope which feems the molt proper, was given to 


each 
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each Biſhop. St. Ciprian Biſhop ot Carthage was called Pope; St. Hie- 
rome gives that Title unto St. Augziiz, but in times much more recent 
Sidonius Apollinare called many Biſhops Popes, an4 is called Pope by 
them. Many Canons are in the Decree of Gratianao, in the Inſcription 
whereof Martin Biſhop of Pracars in Portugal, is called Pope. Gre- / 3 
gory the ſeventh in the year 1076, was the firſÞ who Decreed that the The nameof  / 
name of Pope ſhould be peculiar to$imr, and nor attribured unto others, male peculiar * 
and it proceeded fo far in Opinion, not to ſay in Faftion, that Arſelmas to the Biſhop / 


Lucenſis, one of his followers, ſaid that the Plural of the name God was ron i © 


no leſs improper and impions, than that of Pope. | | 

But returning to the times which followed the Line of Charlemain ; N. 71. 
In France was a Faſhion invented, which though it appeared in favour 
of Secular men, the Churches thereby encreaſed unto immenſe Riches, 
and this was a Contrad called Precarizs, by which Precarizs to whom- »,,..;;,, 
ſoever that gave his own to the Charch, the Charch granted him to pol- 
{cls the ſame in his Life-time and twice as much beſides, and if he would 
diveſt himſelf of the Uſu-fruit alſo,they gave him to enjoy three times 
as much of other Goods of the Church, afterwards this went over into * 
{taly alſo. The'Contrat for that time proved profitalle ro him who 
tripled his Incomes, and accommodated thoſe obs were without Poſte- 
rity, or who took care for the preſent, without caring for Poſterity, 
but indeed the Profit was the Churches, who after his Death got the 
Eſtate entirely. | 

Great Confufions in aly followed upon theſe times, as well in the 
Civil Government, as in the Eccleſiaſtical, and ſpecially in the Pope- 
dome, unto the year 963, wherein for 8 years, none ſought after a +2, 
true Form and Face of the Churches Condition, but only tor a gene- 
ral Preparative for a change, and a Chaos of Impiety, Popes were Ex- 
communicated by their Succeſlors, and the Acts made by them were An- 
. Hulled, and cut in pieces, and the Sacraments Adminiſtred 5 Six Popes 
were driven out by them who would put themſelves in their Roow, and 
tv alſo kill 'd, and Pope Stephen the 8th, was ſo llfavouredly deformed 
in tis Face, that he never ſhew'd himſelfin Publick. 

John the 10th, was made Pope by Theodora a notable Rowan Harlot, 
through the Faction which her Publick Lover had in Rome.” 

4 the 11th, who wasa Baitard-Son of another Pope dead 18 years | 
before, was made Pope at the Age of twenty, and ſo many inconveni- 
encies did ariſe in thofe years, that the Writers ſay that thoſe rimes af- 
forded ro Popes, but Moniters. | | 

Cardinal Baronixs not knowing how to excuſe any oftheſe Diſorders, 
faid that the Church then was for the moſt part without a Pope, but  73- 
not without a Head, its Spiritual Head Chriſt being in Heaven, and 
forſakes it not 3 and it 1s very certain that Chniſt hath not left, norne- 
ver will leave his Church, neither can his Divine Promiſe fail, that he 
would be with it unto the end of the World, and in this every Chri- 
ſtian ought to feel and to Believe what Baronizs faith, thinking allo 
that what then happened, came to paſs former]y, and as in thoſe times 
the ſole Aſſiſtance of Chriſt preſerved his Church, fo it will preſerve 
It 1n all ſuch like Accidents, in the like manner, although there were 
no Papal jo jr 4g Each one of himſelf may judge how the other 
Churches of {taly were uſed, o—_ what is the Condition of all Riflopricis 
the Members, when the Head 1s grievoully indiſpoſed. Therefore they given to Soul- 
WETC no better out of Italy, where great men gave Biſhopricks _— _ pas S 


of Beneficiary Matters 


Excommu- 
QICAat 1ON, 


Soruldicrs, and even unto Boyes in their Childhood. Earl Herbert, Un- 
cle of Hugh Capet, made his Son of frve years old Arch-Biſhop of Reims, 
and Pope John the 10th, Conficmed that Eleftion. ' In thoſe times no 
man had Recourle to Rowe out of Devorion, but alwayes he thar de- 
ſigned ſomething againſt the Canons, and cuſtoms of the Church, if 
he found not Approbation of it in his own Country, he fled xo Rowe, 
where Diſpenſations were given for every thing, and the Ambition or 
Covetouſneb was covered with an Apoitolical Diſpenſation. The Popes 
being ſuch as is aboveſaid, made no diftin&tion of what thcy were a- 
ble to do, cſteeming ev pang an Encreaſe of their greatneſs, which 
could be upheld by hg ins ul man, who for his Intereſt defended 
what was deſired. | | 

The People partly through their ſimplicity, and partly through Ter- 
ror of Potent men, approved of that which they could not hinder 


whereupon an Opinion was grounded, that what thing ſoever if it had 


its Confirmation from Rowe, every paſt error was covered. 

Some might believe, that the little care which the Eccleſiaſtical Or- 
der had ot Spiritual things, would have cooled the Fervency of Sccu- 
lar men, ate to the Churches, and that the new Purchaſcs or 
Acquiſitions of the Clergy men would have been at an end; never- 
theleſs it. was not ſo. For by how much the Spiritual Cure was dimi- 
niſhed in the Prelates, by ſo much me were intent in the preſerving 
of their Temporal Goods, and they had Converted the Spiritual Arms 
of Excommunicating, which was uſed onlyfor the Correction of Sinners, 


into the Defence of their Temporal Poſſejſrons, and for the Recovery of | 


them alſo, if by chance the little Care of the Predeccſior had let any 
thing be loſt, and the Terror of the Cenſure was fo great amongſt the 
pho yy that nothing putthem into a greater Fright, and twas a won- 

thing that ins and Souldiers, moſt wicked in other things 


2 


and without any fear of God, uſiirping their Neighbours Right with- 


out any regard of offending his Divine Majeſty, preſerved with great + 


Reſpect the things of the Church for fear of the Cenſures. : 
From hence, many of ſlender Power, being moved with deſire of 


ſecuring their own from Violences, made Donation thereof to the 


Church, »poz conditiox that it ſhoulg give it in Fee, with a {light ac- 
knowledgment. This ſecured the Eſtates which belonged not. to Po- 
tent men, as thoſe whoſe Dominion direatly to the Church, 
afterwards the Heirs male of the Feoditaries Failing, which often hap- 


| pened by frequent wars and Popular Seditions, that the Eſtarcs fell ra 


Secing that hitherto we have declared in what manner Eccleſiaſtical 
Eftates have been acquired, and the Reaſon of 15thing thoſe of the 
Laity, this place. perſwades that the queſtion debated in our times ſhould 
be treatcd and reſolved before we paſs any further z that is to ſay, whe- 


Queſtion con- ther Excleſraitical Eitates be Pollefied by Divine os Humane Right, and 


cerning 
flaſtical E- 
faces. 


TT: 


Ecde- .ho ſhould have the Dominion of them # 


The Common opinion diſtinguiſheth the Poſleſſions left to the 
Churches by Vid, or by Donation of the Faithful, or acquircd in ſome 
other manner, by Tzthe, by Firi# Fruits, or by other Oblations : And 
as to the Pol all agree they ought to be called Temporal Goods, 
and that the Church enjoys them by Hemane Right : Wherefore 'tis 
certain as hath been declared above, that the Purchaſing of Eſtates be- 
mg prohibited to all Coljedges whatſoever, the Church art firſt nag 

| | | MuNOn, 


—_ © ———— — 


bF ra Paolo Sarpi. 


ME 


million, and afterwards by grant from the Emperors, had the Power 


in is affirmed that by the only Fun4imental of humane Laws, it is faid 
this Poſleſſton 15 mine, this Servant is mine, and that taking away the 
Lays of the Prince, neither Church, nor any one elſe can ſay, that any 
thing is their own. ' And no man can doubt, but that the diviſion of 
Pollefſions was by the Civil Law, and likewiſe the manner of Traxs fer- 
ring Dominions trom one to another, asthe giving, the bequeathing by 
Will, and all Contractings and Dilpoſings are humane Laws. 


_ of Purchaſing, and, there 1s the Canon annexed : 2Yuo Fare d. 8. wheres -— 


Commonwealths and Kingdoms have been where the Teſtament hath yN, 72, 


been- unknown, Fure Romano, 'tis granted to the Citizens of Rome on-. 
| tw make a Wall; It is not poſſible, that the manner of Parchaſong 


Id be by humane Right, and the Continuation of Purchaſing ſhould 
be by Divine : When any thing is givenor bequeathed to the Church, 
there being a difficulty in it, whether the Tutlebe valid or no, it is judg- 
ed by humane Laws, and holding the Lawful Right, Poſleſlion is given 
according to them; Therefore ſtill in Virtue of them, and not other- 
wiſe, one 1s continued in the Dominion and in the Poſlefſion : But be- 


cauſe every one agrees in this, ie go no further, only I ſhall add as 


for a Corrollary, which is clearly reſolved from hence and without 


- 


Difficulty, whether the Exemptions which Eccleſiaſtical Poſlefſions have, gxcmprions. 


are by Faure Divino, or humano; Seeing that Poſleſling and the manner 
of Poſteſling proceed alwayes from the ſame Law ; and the Juriſcon- 


ſults ſay, that from thence proceeds the Bondage, or the Freedom of 
Eftates in Land, from whence alſo Dominion is derived. It would be 


a great Contradiction to ſay, that the Church ſhould have a Polleſſi- 
on ( Fure Veneto) by the Right or Law of Yexice, which ſhould have 
a Liberty (alio Jars) by Law. | 

But as touching T jthes, 
the other of the Divine, and of the Canoniifs who together ſtudy Di- 
vine Scnpture. ; 

The Canoniits (ay that Tythes on ou Divino, becauſe in the old 
Teſtament God gave Tythe unto the Levites, asthe Holy Scripture Re- 
lates, and 'tis no wonder that they fay ſo, becauſe they are not verſed 
1n the Readings of the Sacred Books, their Profeſſion not being to un- 
derſtand the Myſteries of Chriſtian Religion, which is that God gave 
by Moſes to the Fewiſh People the Lew, whichas to Ceremonial and Ju- 
dicial things, was proper to that Nation until the coming of Chriſt, who 
was to take away the obligatory Power of it, fo that the Law of Tythes 
is indeed Moſaically Divine, but not a Law Naturally Divine, nor Chri- 
ſtiar, and it obliged only that People at that time, now it obligeth 
none. He that Governs a Common Wealth, may make Laws like unto 


thoſe, but they ſhall not oblige as Divine, neither ought they to be: 


called ſuch, but Civil Laws of the Prince who Conſtitutes them 5 there 
was a Moſaical Divine Law, that a Blaſphemer ſhould be put to Death, 


this obligeth us not now, neither doth he fin who kills him not, andthe 
Prince may impoſe a Capital puniſhment for Blaſphemy, and it would . 
be juſt, andought to be obſerved, but it ſhould not therefore be called | 


a Divine Law, although God gave it formerly to the Hebrew People, 
but a Politick Law of the Prince. In thele and in many other occur- 
rences where theſe men alledge the old Scripture for their Intereſt, ſub- 
joyning thereunto that it is de Fure Divino, 1t behooveth to diltinguiſh 
their Equivocation, that That which is de Fure Diuino Natural or Chri- 


ſlian, 


Ty. 


there are two opinions, one of the Canoniſts, Tythes. 
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| Earth, and the Canon Laws ſay, they muſt be pa 


Sian, obligeth ws, but that which is de Jure Drvino Moſaical obligeth 
us not, and he that hath a Guvernment making a Statute hke unto 
that, it is de Fare Humano. | 

I cannot forbear ſaying, that they deal not in this manner out of ig-. 
norance, but to deceive the incauteJous, and to ſtrengthen their own 
Afﬀairs, by and with the Name of Jus Divinum, and to give it Repu- 
tation, but they may be convinced here, and have their months ſtopr. 
In this ſame Conteſt of the Scripture where God commands Tythe ſhould 
be giventp the Levites, he Commands alſo that they ſhould not Poſſeſs any 
F.and, and that they ſhould be contented with the Tythes. If by this 


- - Precept the People be (de Fure Divine ) obliged to give them the Tythes, 


they ſhall be obliged to have no Poſleſſions. 
But beſides; God Commanded the Tythes only of the Fruits of the 
id alſo out of Mer- 
chandize,ourt of the Militia, out of Hunting,and out of whatſoever Han- 
dy-work whereby gain is made. If God gave the Hebrew People Com- 
mand for Predial 1[ythes only, they are forced to ſay the Perſonal is 
not commanded but by humexe Law. The Divines (for I name never 


' a one in Particular, becauſe none is excluded) and many Canoniſts with 


them ſay unanimouſly, it is a Precept of Divine natural Law, ' that the 
Miniſter of Religion ſhould live by his Office, which he affords by ſerv- 
ing the People in Divine things, and that it isa ſpecial Precept of Chriſt 
our Lord in the Goſpel, that the Miniſter who ſerves the People in . 
Preaching the Word of God, and in Eccleſiaſtical Miniſtry, ſhould be 
furniſhed with a Livelyhood, in what quantity is not determined, be- 
cauſe that according to the number of Perſons, and according to the 
Condition of Places and of Times, abounding at one time, and want- 
ing at another, ſo that al/owing « fdere 10 the Miniſter of Chrift, is de 
Jare Divine, But that this ſbare ſhould be a Tenth, or a Twentyeth, 
or a greater ora leſſer Proportion, this is eſtabliſhed by humane Law or 
by Cuſtom, which are of equal value. And when 'tis Read in any 
Decretals, that God hath inſtituted Tythe, or'that the Tythe is de Fure 
Divino, they mean a part deterwined, for one undetermined, meanin 

Tythe to be that ſhare, which is m_ and neceſlary, or ele that 
God hath inſtituted Tythein the old Teſtament, after the manner that 
the Law hath _ Ons m _— i 6 9 Wherefore we 
ma erally fay, that Ecclefpaitical Efdates of ver hind they be, 
NA wadev the Ponca of hive wh Path Ms and are polte(- _ 
fed by humane Laws. Neither doth any man make a doubt concern- 
mg this undetermined ſhare, which is requilite or due by a Divine, Na- 
tural, and Evangelical Law, becauſe as Lawyers obſerve well, there is a 
difference in a thing being due or requiſite, and in having a Dominion , 


| the thing whereof one hath a Dominion, may be claimed directly in 


Judicature or Judgment (as they lay) AFiowe Rei Vindicationis, neither 
1 he to be fatisfied by giving him an equal value; but the Creditor 
was may by perſonal Aion require his Debe, the Debtor being obli- 
ged to give him ſo much, but this man no morethan that. 

By this Refohution &« remains alſo eafily decided, whether Benefices 
or Livings are de m_ Divo, or de Fure Poſitrwo? becaule Eſtates in 
Land and Tythes being Poſlefſed de fwre Himano, the Benefices alto 


grounded upon them, will have the Power of the fame Law, | 

beſides one may certifie ones felf hereof more eaſily from the things a- | 

bove ſaid : For if the Church hath been ſo many years with Eſtates w_ 
| Jy 


by Fra Paolo Sarpi. 


© in Common, and not divided into Benefices as is above-mention- 
ca, 


it is an evident thing that Benefices have been Created by men in pro- 


greſs of time, and inthisall agree. Iwill not enlarge my ſelf further, 


only ſhall ay, that if theſe Conſiderations ſeem ſomewhat ſubril, yer 


they are neceſlary, as the following matters ſhall declare. 


From the Reſolution of the fir{t Queſtion, it would be clear what to * 


Anſwer unto the ſecond, by him that hath the Domimon of Church 
Goods (I mean of Eſtates in Land, becauſe of Fruits ſhall beſpoken 
of 1n its place, whichis the fourth Queſtion) for if they be Polletſed 
by Humane Laws, there remains but to fee unto whom theſe Laws 
hath granted them. Some ſay, that theſe Goods are from God, and 
without doubt they fay true, becauſe Divine Scripture ſayes plainly, all 


' the Earth is the Lords and the fulneſs thereof. But in this manner all 


things are from God, and no more theſe Goods, than any others; the 
Divine is a kind of. Univerſal Dominion, another Dominion hath eve- 
ry Prince who is Supream 1n his State, which according to Sereca may 
be called, Dominion of Empire, or elſe according to the Doctrine of 


N. 85. 


the Junſconſults Dominion of ProteFion, and of Furiſdidion : Another, - 


each private man hath, which is the Dominion of Propriety, whereof 
weſpeak, and wherein we now make enquiry 3 one cannot ſay that 
God hath the univerſal Dominion of all things, but that he hath there- 
with the Propriety of thoſe Goods, as the op hath the univerſal in 
all the Kingdom, and nevertheleſs he poſle{ieth in Private, and hath the 
Propnety of that Portion which belongs to his own Houſe. Where- 
fore one may make an Addition to the univerſal Dominion of” the 
Prince, with the Particular of Propnety, whereby it encreafeth, and 
is Augmented ; but Gods Dominion hath an univerſality ſo excellent 
and fo infinite, that it can receive no Addition, and repugneth to be 
particularized, as it alſo repugneth to be Communicated to any Crea- 
ture whatſoever, therefore no man can ſay, God being Maſter of theſe 
Goods, I who have the ſame Tnibunal, the ſame Confiſtory, and the 
ſame Court as he, I am Maſter alſo, but rather he1s no lets a Servant 
of whomſoever is leaſt. - | | 


Notwithſtanding others vending or uttering freely without fear, fay, pope Ditpen- 
ſaror noc Do- 
minus. 


that the Pope is Maſter and hath the Dominion, and this they prove 
by the Decretal of Clement the 4th, that the Plenary Diſpoſition of all 
Benefices belongs to them. | 

St. Thomas oppoſeth himſelf to this opinion, in ſaying, that the Pope 
indeed may call himſelf chief Diſpenſator, but in no wiſe may he be 
called, either Maſter , or Poſletlor, which Doctrine Cardinal Gaeta- 
145 explaineth, adding that the Pope cannot give, nor im any wile dif- 
poſe of Eccleſiaſtical Goods, but only do with them as much as may 
be done, being upon the Term of Diſpenſator. 

And Gaetarys's Reaſon is very clear and Efticacious, theſe Coods 
were at firſt belonging to a Maſter, who hath transferred his Dominion 
by Donation or by Teſtament, but none of theſe had ever Intention 
to give or leave to the Pope; therefore the Dominion hath not paſled 
unto him ; wherefore the ſame Gaetanws and Adrian 6th Pope ſay, that 
the Dominion of Eſtates is in the Church, that is i» Generality or Uni- 
very of the Faithful of the place, to which the Goods or Eſtates is 
lett, 


ſo that the Dominion of the Goods of the Roman Church, is in | 


the Univerfality of the Romans. Tis known by all, that Univerſality 


in Right is like a Perſon capable of Poſſeſſing, un which manner , F 
E | ad | 
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91. 


' ons were made unto particular Churches, or rather 


ſaid, fuch a thing is common to the City, that is, no mans in particular 
but. all mens together. | | 

They leave many Walls after this manner, as I leave to the School of 
St. Rocco, to the Monaſtery of the Fryers, &c. This Dod&rine is very 
well Confirmed by the Antient Cuſtom of the Church, and by the 
manner of ſpeaking of the Canons : There is no doubt, that if they 
were to denominate Eſtates in Land by the name of a Perſon, they 
would denominate it from him who hath the Dominion; but all the 
Canons and the Antient Cuſtom calls them Church Lands or Goods, 
therefore ſhe hath the Dominion of them, neither have thoſe any other 
opinion who ſay theſe: Goods are Chriſts, 'becauſe all the Chniſtian 
Churches from moſt Antient times have been denominated, : not only 
from the name of the City, but alſo from the name of him who hath 
been the firſt and the moſt famous Biſhop therein, as the Romar: is called 


\ St. Peters, - that of Alexandria St. Marks, that of Ravenna St. Apollr- 


ares ; whereupon the Lands of thoſe Churches tock the name of the 
ſame Saints, and the Lands of the Rowan Church are called St. Peters; 


whereforc theſe kind of Phraſes are Read amongſt all the Antient Wri- 


ters, viz. St. Peters Patrimony, St. Peters Lands, the Poſleſſions of St. 
Peter; the Patrimony of St. Apol/inare, the Revenue of St. Apollinare, &c. 


And becauſe Chriſt is univerſal Head and Prote&or of all Churches, 


that which belongs to the univerſal Church, and to any particular Church, 
1s called Chrijts Patrimony, Chriſts Goods or Lands, &*c. which ſignifies 


ſo much as belonging to the Church, whoſe Head Chriſt is: Not other- 


wiſe, that the Lands of the Republick of Fexice are called St. Marks, 
that is, belonging to that Repubiick which bears St Marks name? And. 
truly that univerſality of the Church, was Miſtreſs of all that was gain- 
cd when the Clergy-men in each Dioceſs were! in Common, becaule all 
Donations, and all Teſtaments were made | thereunto. Certain it is, 
that theſe Eſtates were not, neither could they be Purchaſed, but by 
him to whom the Law granted the Power of Purchaſing, but the Laws 
of » 14 ng granted that Donations might be made to the Chriſtian 
Colledges, that 3s, to the univerſality of the Chriſtians which were in 
Cities, then the Dominion belonged to thoſe Colledges; but after the 
diviſions were made, and the Benefices Inſtituted, Legacies or Donati- 

Se the moſt part, 
for ſome particular Pious work in thoſe Churches, wherefore it cannot 
be ſaid, who is the Maſter of any thing whatſoever, without ſeeing 
the Bequeathing of the Wills and of the Donors, whereto we being 
to ſpeak fundamentally, we canſay no more, but that Prelates, ard other 
Clergy-men, are the Governors, Adminiſtrators, and Diſpenſators of the 
Church Goods, to, do therewith according to the Bequeſt of the Donor 
or the Leaver, and not otherwiſe, and that Perſon 1s Maſter either Par- 
ticular or General in fayourof whom the Donation or the Legacy was 
made. Wherefore alſo every Rector of a Church ought to ſee dili- 
gently after the obligations left him to perform, and if it bedone other- 
wiſc, it muſt be imputed to humane Imperfe&tion, no man can be per- 
ſwaded that through length of time, he may have a Preſcription, be- 
cauſe that Preſuppoſeth a good Faith which never was in any man, eve- 
ry one knowing 1n his Conſcience, that thoſe goods were not left to be 


. done with, as they do. 


But in whoſe Dominion ſhall thoſe Church-Lands be, whoſe Inſtitu- 
tion is not known 2 The Natural and the Civil Law is, that in we 
| | 0h | | who 
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whoſe private Patron or Maſter hath totally failed, the Community 
ſhall Succeed, therefore the Church muſt remain Miſtreſs thereof. So 
that in few words men who are beneficed, ate Difpenſators of the Goods 
of the Benefices, But Mafer he is not in favour of him who made the 
Donation or the Will, and if it be not known, the Cherch remains 
Miitreſs. | | | 

"Tis no obſtacle hereunto, that there be Princes Laws and Eccleſi- 
aſtical, which forbid Alienation, for the Pupill is true Maſter of his 
own, and yet he cannot Alienate 5 Dominion is a Right of doing what 
one will with a thing, when the Law permits, which binds ſome fort of 
Perſons with Conditions, who have need of the Government of others, 

ſuch is Untvrrſity or Community. | 
' No man Ought to wonder, if ſo many modern Writers in ſuch like 
| Queſtions as in this, which makes the Pope abſolute Maſter of all the 
Benefices, and of all Eccleſiaſtical Eſtates, do defend Opinions contra 
to Antiquity, and contrary to thoſe Inſtitutions which had their Riſe 
from the Apoitles themſelves, and from Apgſtolical men, becauſe that as 
St. Cyprian very ſenſibly Complained, that it is one of the Imperfecti- 
ons of man, that whereas Cuſtoms ſhould be Conformable to good 
Doftrine and to Laws, on the contrary, the Do&rine of Intereſſed men 
accommodates it ſelf to the Cuſtomes, and it is obſervable, that in all 
the courſe of {o many Ages, there hath been no Novelty introduced, 
even concerning Religion, but immediately it hath met with De- 
fenders. | 4 | | 

What a wonder will it be, that this ſhould happen in thoſe Noyel- 
ties and Introductions, which ſerve for Wealth, Ea. a 
cerns whereunto many may afpire ? 

The Confuſion which was in [taly in Politick Afeairs, by reafon of (6 
many Kings and Emperors which were made in thoſe times, cauſed alſo 
an extream diſorder in other Cities about Eccleſiaſtical Afairsz Biſhops 
and Abbots being ſometimes made by Princes, and ſometimes intruded 
by their own Power, and other Ecclefiaſtical Miniſters hkewife were 
ſometimes made, by thoſe who bore ſway in the Cities, and ſoxretimes by 
the Biſhopsz and now and then Berefices were Poſleſied by him who had 
Power or popular Favour, ; | 

In the year 963, Otho a Saxon brought his Arms into Traly, and be- 
came Maſter of it, and to give Form unto the Government, he Afſem- 
bled a little Council of Bithops, deprived "_ John 12th, who being 
made Popein his Minority under the Age of 18, by the chief of the 
Roman Nobility, and by a great Concourſe in that City, and lived in 
the Popedome,  Committing Adulteries, Perjuries, and other urgeligious 
Cuſtomes, Otho made him to be. renounced by the People, and by Pope 
Leo the 8th, Created by him inſtead of John : The Authority of credt- 
mg the Pope, and the other Biſhops in [taly, he retained, ,and his Son 
and his Nephew of the ſame name, unto the year 1001, for the ſpace 
of 36 years,” and during the number of twelve Popes which were in that 
time. Two of them were Created quietly by the Prince, the others 
in Sceditions, for which cauſe the firſt Ortho carryed one Priſoner into 
Germany, and Otho the third carryed another 3 one was ſtrangled by 
him, who had a mind to be made 1n hs Room 5 one run away having 
Robb the Treaſury of the Church Ornaments, and another withdrew 
Himſelf into a voluntary. Exile, ſo that in theſe years we meet with 
Popes, yet as Baroniws Gab, they are in the Catalogue only to fill up 
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the Number, for asto the Reſt, the Church had np other kead but ChriiF. 

The other Biſhops and the Abbots were Created by the Emperors with- 

out any onrre tion and the manner was that when « Biſhop dyed, 
his Croſier-Staff and his Ring were carryed to the Emperor, who having 
determined on whom to beſtow the Benefice, he inveſted him by gr- 
ving him the Ring and the Sraff,upon Receiving! of which Yohows tn 
went into Poſleſſzon, and got himſelf Conſecrated by his Metropelitar, 
or by the Neighbouring Biſhops, which Cuſtom | was obſerved alſo in 
France and in Germany : Other ſmaller Benefices were Conferrd by the 
Biſhops or by the Abbots under whom they were, unleſs the Prince No- 
minated any one to a Vacant Berefice : For to ſuch a one it was given 


| without any Reply, or if he were Recommended by the Prince to have 


a Bencfice when it ſhould be Vacant, who by reaſon of that Expedta- 
tion granted by the Prince, cameto be provided by the Biſhop with the 
firſt Vacancy : Thus did the Otho's Govern without Contradiction from 
the Popes, although the ſecond of them dwelt a very long time in Rozxe, 
where Med alſo, and was buryed. | 

After the Death of the Orhos, there was preſerved among the Suc- 
ceeding Emperors, the ſame Power of Beſtowing of Biſhopricks and 
Abbeys, and alſo of Nominating unto inferior Benefices, or elſe of gi- 
ving Expe&ancies of Benefices which were to become Vacant. Indeed 
the Imperial Authority diminiſhing in Rowe, the Confuſions returned 
into that Church,for the People having reaſſumed the Authority of EleTing 
the Pope, and choſe three of them quietly ; BenediFas, Oftavw, and 
' one after another with ſome ſhew 


of Faction, and this laſt being dead, Benedi#ws 4th their N * was 


| Choſen at 12 years of Age, who belidesmany other Exceſles, fold a part 


of the Popedome to ze Spoof the 34, and another part to Gregory 
6th, and all three fate in Rome at the ſame: time with much Confuſion, 
chiefly that this Gregory having Armed himſelf with Souldiers, . Foot 
and Horſe, and with great ſlaughter gotten the Poſſeſſion of Sr. Peter's 
Church,he enlarged his Part by Arms3 wherefore the Emperor Herry the 
Black, went into Italy, put Benedi@us to Flight, ſent Sylveſter away, 


* Baniſhed Gregory into Germrary, and deprived the People of Rome of the 


Power of making any more Popes, And he made three Popes ſucceſlive- 
ly, all Germans by Nation, who being choſen by the Emperor, took 
upon them the Pontifical Habit and Enfigns without any thing elſe; the 
third who was Brarws Biſhop of Zul, having by the Emperors Deputa- 


tion taken upon him the Habit in Triſge, and therewith taken his 


Journey as far as Clugni, Hildebrand a Monk Foſter-Son of Sv. Peters 
Church in Rome, a man he no ſubtilty, would by Arrt reſtore the 
Election to the Romans, ell'd Bruns, who Cloathed in his Pon- 
tifical Habit, was call'd Leo 9th, to Cloath himſelf like a Pilgrim, and 
ſo to go to Rome, and that he would be more acceptable to the Romar 
People; Leo Conſented, and entred Rome in a Pilgrims Habit, and by 
the Suggeſtion of Hildebrand was Proclaimed Pope of |Rome by the Peo- 
ple; But this Art did not prevent the Emperor,when Leo was dead, from 

in Mentz Geberard of AichiFat, who immediately put on the 
Habit, and was called VeFor the ſecond 5 the Emperor then did not only 
beſtow Benefices, but alſo made Conſtitutions againſt thoſe who obtain- 
ed them by Symonie, Pardoning the Errors Committed until that time, 
and Impoting Penaltics for the Future. | | 
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Herry the Black dying, I&fr the Empire to his Son, Hewry the 44h, 
who Succeeded him ina tender Age, during whoſe Minority, akhough 
the Popes were Created by the Conſent of the Emperors Tutors, and 
the Biſhops and the Abbots were Inveſted by him with the Ring and the 
Croxaer Staff, the Popes nevertheleſs making uſe of the Occatwon, gamn- 
ed by little and little ſome greater Liberty, adhering alſo to one 
ſide or party of the Tutors, who differ'd about them, and made Fath- 


ons, whereupon Nicolas 24, made a Conſtitution about the Eledhon of N. 99. 


the Pope, Ordaiing it ſhould firſt paſs through the Cardinal Biſhops, 
then ſhould be propoſed to the Cardinal Clerg y-men, in the third place 
to the Clergy and to the People, and in the fourth place the Emperors 
Conſent ſhould be ſought for, in which manner Alexander 24, .his Suc- 
cclior being Elected, the Emperor would not Confirm him, nor accepr 
of the Excuſe which the Cardinals ſcent by one of them to make by Em- 
baſly, ſaying it was done to avoid a ſharp Civil Dilſention, but all 
with great Reſpect to the Emperor the Elected being his Friend 3 yer 
the Emperor choſe the Biſhop of Parma for Pope wpon the Inſtance of 
Gererd of Parma his Chancellor. But three years after, the Aﬀansof 


the Imperial Court, being altered, and Gerard the Chancellor Depoſed, 


the Biſhop of Parma was alſo Depoſed from the Popedome, and Alexander 
accepted, who in the year 1072, ,there being made in Germany a Con- 
{piracy of the Bavarians and Saxonians agamit the Emperor, he joyn- 
ed with themand entred into the Logs the year following cited 
the Emperor unto Rome, as imputed © 

ſhopricks for Money. The Pontifical Action was much admired, never 
any Pope having come ſo far, but it ſoon paſſed under filence by the 
death of the Pope, after whom Gregory 7th, a Monk of Sierne attained 
. the Popedome, who was Hildebrand above Nominated by the Empe- 
ror, but 1n the year 1076, having been three- years m the Popedome, 
finding the Emperor yet young, and Germany full of Commotions, he 
deliberated to corel him totally from the Ele&ion of Biſhops and 
Abbots, and made him a Monitory, that for the Future he ought not 
to intrude therein; the Emperor made a great Refiſtance, whereupon 


the Pope Excommunicated him, abſolved his Subjets from the Oathof 


Fidelity, and ſuſpended him from the Adminiſtration of the Kmmge 
- of [taly, and of Germany : He Excommunicated alſo the Biſhops his 
Miniſters, Colleagu'd himſelf with his Rebels, provokeg the Emperors 
own Mother againſt her Son, and during the time which laſted until the 
year 1085, when the Pope dyed in Baniſbwent at Salermo, he Excom- 
municated the Emperor four times, and made a general Decree, that if 
any Clergy-man ſhould receive a Biſhoprick or an Abbey from a Lay- 
mans hand, he ſhould be accounted no Clergy-man by any one, and 
ſhould be deprived from entring into the Church, and the hke for him 
who ſhall receive other Benefices, unto which Penalty he Subj alſo 
the Emperor, the King, the Duke, the Marqueſs, and the Earl; and 
every Power or Perſon Secular that ſhould dare to invei# with Be- 
nefices. | 
The Emperor maintained his Cauſe by his Arms, againſt the Pope 
and his Colleagues, and was followed by moſt part of the —_ 
Whereupon the Pope was 1n a grievous Danger; but he who had for- 
merly Excommunicated the Normans as Uſurpers of the Kingdoms of 
Sicily and Puglia, had Recourſe to their Afliſtance, granted them all 
that for which he had Perſecuted them, and abfolved __ from the 
xcommu- 


Simony for having conferr'd Bi- 
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Excommunication ; and if for this Cauſe Robert King of Naples, and 
of Sicily, who| heretofore was a Perſecutor of the Pqpes, had not turn- 
Ed to his Defence, to make ' a Counterballance to the Emperor, he had 
maintained his Cauſe with a total Victory, but - (pany help of Robert 
the Pope was ſupported, although in'Exile 3 and he being dead in his 


_ Afliſtance and three Rogers of the ſame Family, the ſame Contention 


continued hkewiſe with the two Succeſlors of Gregory, both Monks of 
the ſame order, the laſt of which was Urban 24, who in Reward ofthe 
Services done by the Normars, gave one of them a Bu for the Moxar- 
chy of Sicily, really granting them a greater management in the Afﬀairs 
of the Church, than that he would take from the Emperor : Which ta 
do, beſides the Excommunications he often repeated againſt the Empe- 
ror, and the Rebellions he ſtirrd up againſt him, making his Eldeſt Son 
to Rebel againſt him alſo, and by his means excluded the Emperor al- 
moſt out of Italy. But he being dead, the Pope who Succeeded, re- 
peated the Excommunications againſt the Emperor, and raiſed many 
Rebellions, making his other Son to Rebel alſo, with whom the Father 
engaged in War, one time overcome, and another time Victorious, 
came finally to conditions of Agreement wherein he was cheated, and 
reduced to a/ Private Life, left the Empire to |his Son, who was called 


mry. F 

Hs 4th being dead, Paſchal, for ſo wascalled the 4th Pope amongſt 
them, for beginning from Gregory 7th, they fought with Excommuni-. 
catiors and ſpiritual Weapons, for the taking away of the Inveſtiture 
of Biſhops, and Abbies from the Emperor ; heaflembled* a Council at 
Grnaſtal/a, and then at Troyes in France, and renewed in them both the 
Decrees of Gregory 7th, and of Urban 2d, |that no Lay-man ſhould 
hinder the Conterring of Benefices. In Fraxce the Decree was not ac- 
cepted by the King, but he continued according to Cuſtom, and alſo 
the Emperor Henry 24 the Son oppoſcd it, who inthe year 1110 came 


. Armed into Italy, for the Crown of the Empire, to which the Pope 


I04. 


I05. 


having oppoſed himſelf by Controverſies depending between them,they 


agreed thzt Herry ſhould go to Rome for the Crown, put the Contro- 


verſie of Inveſtitures to ſilence, neither party. being to ſpeak of them. 


| Henry went to Rome, where Pope Paſchal appearing to him to be $u- 


rior in ſtrength, not remaining firmin the Conditions, he would have 

im to renounce the Invcſtitures, and Henry confiding in his bold Forces, 

ropoſed on the contrary, that the Pope ſhould revoke the Decrees, 
7 why he would not be inferior to Charlemain, Ludovicus Pius, and 
other Emperors who had given the Inveſtitures Peaceably and quictly; 
whereupon the Contentions encreafing, the Emperor took the Pope 
Priſoner, and the moſt part of the Cardinals, carrying them trom the 
City; an Accommodation was treated on, and t:nally the Pope agreed 
to Crown him, and to let him have the Contferring of Benetices, with- 
out Excommunicating him for it, and he; Swore to the obſervation 
of the Agreement, and the Maſs being Celebrated, the Pope divided the 
Wafer, and with one half he Communicated himſclt, and the Empe- 
ror with the other half, making Curſed and dreadful Imprecations, 
for which of them ſhould be a Violater of the Agreement. 

The Pope gone back to Roxee, ſaid he would obſerve the Agreemers, 
but yet his ; Ms Excommunicated the Emperor and he two years 
after in 1112. Calld a Council, Contirmed'the Decrces of Gregory and 
Urban, that no man ſhould receive Inoeſtitures trom Laz-wmen, and. 
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cauſed the Council to annull the Agreement made with the Emperor, 
and finally in 1116, Excommunicated him beſides. Paſcal dyed, and 
Gelaſgs the 2d Succeeded him at firſt, then CabiForthe 2d, with whom 
the Contention laſted, and by whom and by all of them the Emperor 
was Succeſſively Excommunicated. Theſe three Popes did not only 
make uſe of Excommunicating,but alſo ſtirrd up many Seditions againſt 
the Emperor. Thechief of one was Lotharizs a Saxon, who took up 
Arms, and had many ViRories ; finally in the year 1122. Herry per- 
cciving himſelf in ſo many difficulties, renounced the Inveſtiture, and 
a Tumult was appeaſed which had laſted 56 years, under Six Popes, by 
Excommunicating an infinite number of Perſons, both Eccletiaſtical 
and Civil, who adhered to the Emperor, and by the Death of num- 
berleſs Perſons on both ſides, in threeſcore Battels fought by Hemry the 
Father, and in eighteex fought by Henry the Son z, tante Molis erat,jto 


lay the Foundations of that Building, which we have ſeen brought up 


to the Top of the Battlements, whereof we are to ſpeak. 

In the Occurrence aboveſaid happened between Paſcal, and Herry, 
the Judgment of the World was various, ſome ſaying, that the Afſent 
yielded unto by the Pope was Nu, as done out of fear, finding himſelf 
and fo many Cardinals in the Emperors hand, and therefore with Rea- 
ſon Paſcal oppoſed him, and ceaſed from obſerving it : But on the 
other ſide, it was ſaid, that if the Popes Aflent were invalid for being 
extorted with Fear, no leſs ought to be held for invalid the Aflent 
yielded to by the Emperor, for Fear of ſo many Excommunications and 
Anathema's, of ſo many Rebellions and Machinationsz for which cauſe 
he is ſubject, to reſtore that which is done for Fear of Impriſonment 


| and not that which is done for Fear of Anathema's, and for Fear of ſee- 


ing .all his Dominions and People in Confuſion, and in Civil Wars. 


Some men in Counſel in the preſence of Paſcal, made uſe of this Di- 


lemma; if the Decree, and the BuY/ of his, by which he granted Inve- 
ſtiture unto the Emperor were Lawful, they ought to be obſerved, if 
they were unjuſt, and as ſome fay Heretical, then was the Pope Author 


alſo Heretical, and unjuſt : 'Tis true indeed, that a thing juſt and due 


although done out of Fear, is valid, and that no man whatſoever is 
"27 Wy if for any kind of Fear he aGteth contrary to the Law of 
God. | | 

The Contention of the Popes withthe Emperors, about this matter 
of giving Inveſtiture of Biſhopricks and Abbeys, ſtopt not only in Italy 
and Germany, Kingdoms of the Emperor, but 1n the ſame timesalſo in 
France, ſome of the Biſhops ſtirr'd up by Example, and through Intereſt, 
oppoſed the King for the ſame cauſe 3 but becauſe all were not a 

to make a League with the Pope againſt the King, the King for the 
moſt part overcame him, and the r_ were content to gain that 


by little and little, which was Impoſlible for them to do allat once 
together. 


In E-gland the King having alwayes conferrd Biſhopricks, and Ab- | 


beys, in the year 1102, Azſelas Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury refuſed to 
Conſecrate the Biſhops provided by the King, he adhering to the Decrees 
made by the Popes, and the Contention laſted many years, the King 
maintaining his Authority, and the gona by the help of the 
Pope defending his Oppoſition 3 the King believ 


baſſador, who received ſuch rough Anſwers and Threatnings _—_ 
ope 


| lnmſelf able to per- 
{wade the Pope to that which he reputed Juſt, therefore he ſent an Am- 
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Pope, that to take off his Edge, the Ambaſlador thought fit to tell him, 
the Kirg would not loſe his Authority, although he were to loſe his 
Kingdom, to which the Pope replyed with no leſs boldneſs that he would 
not permit it, although he were to loſe his Head. | 

The King remained Conſtant, and it behooved Arſelr to depart the 
Kingdom, incapable of returning,without Conſenting to the King's Will, 
But the King dying without Herrs-Male, and ſome Civil Wars'happen- 
Ing, 'twas eaſie for the Clergy-men to prevail, and to introduce That 
into Exgland, which had been introduced in the Empire, where after 
the Ceflion of Herry, of which hath been ſpoken, the Pope obtained 
his intent; true it is, that in the year 1132, Lotharins the Saxon Suc- 


cor of Henry the 5th Emperor, bein gots to by Iznocent the 24, 


engaged in a Schiſm, that he would acknowledge him for Pope, and 
not his Adverſary refuſed to doit, unleſs the Inyeſtitures Renounced 
by Henry were reſtored to him ; and perhaps the Pope would have grant- 
cd them, but St. Bernard very intimate with Lotharizs perſwaded him 
to deſiſt, propoſing to his Conſideration, that he having made War a- 
gainſt Hemry his Predeceſlor and Lord, upon Pope Paſchals Inſtance 
for that cauſe, afterwards to be willing to make himſelf a Defender of 
Henry's Pretention, was to declare himſelf a Rebel, and that he had 
made War againſt his Lord, while he was defending a juſt Cauſe. 

That which uſually happens after great Victories, namely when all 
the Forces of the Enemy are not Extinct, the Fragments or the Re- 
mainder of the overcome Party, oftentimes ſpring|up again with old 
Pretenſions, which the prudent Vainquiſher temporizeth dexterouſly, 
rather than oppoſe himſelf openly by renewing a War, ſo itfell out in 
theſe preſent occafions. [j 

The Popes not being able ro have the Victory, of ſuch a great Pre- 
tention ſo entirely, but that in ſome Places, ſome Benefices would re- 
mainin the Power of the Laity, and that a Prince fometimes for ſome 


| Neceſlity of his Government, without Regard to the Pope, would be- 


TIN. 


ſtow ſome Biſhoprick after the firſt manner 3 There remained in Fraxce 
the Regalia, which is a Right of the King to Confer all ſingle Benefi- 


ces Vacant by the death of the Biſhops, until the Succeſſor be Crea- 


ted; There remained in Germany a Right of the Emperors, of giving 


only one of the Canon-ſhips in many Churches, and ſo divers particular 
Authorities were retained by ſome Princes. | 

The Popes that they might not (by Contending for theſe particular 
uſes) renew the Contention with hazard of loſing the whole, or elſe 
by letting them run on, they might do prejudice to the general Cauſe, 
thought it requiſite to make Proviſion, both by |. ron and Art. 
They found a Temperament or Complyance,by cauſing the Canonilts 
and other Scribes depending on them, to Write that theſe Princes en- 
joy d that Authority, through Priviledge granted by the Pope - This 
ſerved the Popes for a Reputation, to make appear'that Princes had no 
Right, but by their grace and favour, and aſſured them alſo that they 


might pretend further, and 'twas eafily paſſed over by the Princes, to 


whom it ſeemed, that it was to ſecure them from the Moleſtations which 
the Popes might give them, and by adding an Eccleſiaſtical Title to 
their own Poſſeſſion, make it more ſecure. Burt the Event ſhewd that 
to be Poyſon, which was eſteemed Phyſick 5 For about 1300, Bori- 


face the 8th, exerciſed ſharp Contentions with Philip the fiir of France, 


that he ſhould yield up the Authority of the Regalia's aboveſaid, _ 
p” | | 4 
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a roauatind ſo far, that this Kingdom Tdeycnng ——_ 
by cations and. Interdiffions, by | che King, an x 
Rs Albert the Emperor. Az firſt when - 
cd to, it was not well thought of, to whoſe account it would turn 
by the Apoſtolical granting to preſerve that which was the Princes Pe- 
cultar; For the Popes ſince pretend they can revoke the Priviledges 
granted þy their Predeceſſors, even without a cauſe, —_— 
they never want Pretexts to feigry-a cauſe, and whoſever Polleſſeth by 
a Title of his own, and is content to acknowledge it for another mans 
Favour, is hike him who leaving his own g goes to build on a- 
 nother mans. | | 
But on the other ſide when ſome Prince having broken Patience, con- 


cily oftentimes did, the Popes not to. in Contentions, ſaid no- 
thing more to the Prince, but not to ie nies 


the Pope, and ſo ſhould have that quietly, wherewith if he had nor 
_ contented, the Pope would have oppoſed it, and brought all into 
Of het PraGtiſes then uſcd frequently by the Popes, Florentizs of 
Wingerin and Ivo Carnotenſis, who were Writers in thoſe times, make 
a long Relation, as of a thing uſually done in Germany and in Frexce, 
with this Form of Words, that the Popes took with one hand, and gave a- 
gain with the other. This agreement was eaſily accepted, as that which 
freed one from Trouble and Moleſtation, and the ſame King if he 
came to refle& afterwards, whether he paſt it as a thing which made 
_noAlteration in effet, without conſidering, that it might 1mport for the 
Future : Which manner they now make uſe of againſt the Catholick 
Biſhops in Germany, who do not obey their R ipns, as ſhall be 
ſpoken of 1m itsplace. | 

| In Spaiz the quiet and prudent Diſpoſition of the Nation, together 
with the good Government of the Kings, were cauſe that in ſo univer- 
fal a change they paſſed it quietly; perhaps forwarded hereunto by 
the Exercile the Saracens gave them, which made them think of re- 
maining united to their King, and of living in Quietneſs 3 The Kings 
never went about ſubjefring the Clergy more than convenient, and they 
never made a League with Strangers, to exempt themſelves from the 
Kings more than their due. As ſoon allo as the _ perceived, that 
the Popes of Rowe had by Power, by Terror, or by Praftices obtained 
ſomething in other Kingdoms, they endeavourd toaccommodate them- 
ſelves according to thole things, 1n ſuch a manner as might make the 
leaſt alteration poſlible in their Government, for as ing the Cu- 
 .ſtom of times paſt, the Bifhops, and other Eccleſiaſtical Miniſters were or- 


- dained according to the Antient Cuſtom, the abovelaid Alteration being 


made in other Kingdoms _ _ would-not lay hold on a 
Contention with the Popes, but by a Complyance they were 
contented, that no Biſhop ſhould be Ordained without eng 


and Alphonſe the 6th, the better to ſecure himſelf, for Urban the 

ſeconds Appoobatien, who to the the S PATRO- 

NATUS of all the RS Thoſe Kings have 

proceeded quite otherwiſe than the Gerwars, French, and Engliſh; 

They were content to acknowledge rn; favour that which _ 
| ! 2 
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their own, fo that it might ſerve to enjoy it more Peaceably ; Theſe 


have ſtriven thatthey might not acknowledge their own from another 
mans, but all with Prudence. *. # | 

Theſe faw there was a way to loſe all , and to become Subjetts, be- 
cauſe the Popes Demand not the utmolt ſcope of his Intemtion, but a 
Degree of proceeding farther ; his Subjefts confidered, —_— the Cler- 
gy-men mclinable: umto Liberty, not to fay Licence, therefore 
ready to with the Stranger,  ro'dimumſh the Authority of their 
Prince, whereupon they faw it neceffary, that there ſhould be no Door 
open, by which they might have Recourle. Wj | 

But the Spaniards being confident of the quietneſs of their Subjects, 
had no Reaſon to far, that ſuddenly they would move for a Re- 
courle out of the Kingdom, but confidering the Anxiety of their AF- 
fairs in thoſe times, they had cauſe to fear, leſt thoſe who ha& 
been ableto make Subjects Rebel againſt Princes ſo much greater than 
they, ſhould uſe the ſame Arts; and therefore they refolved moſt Pru- 
dently, to receive ſpeedily that which greater than they were conſtrain'd 
to tolerate after much Wars. | : DP 

Now for a ConcluGon, In the time which paſt between 1122, that 
Henry made his Renuntiation, unto 1145, it was eſtabliſhed almoſt e- 
very where, that the Biſhop being dead, the choice of the Succeſlor 
ſhould be made by the Chapter of Canons, and ſhould be Confirmed by 


theeMetropolitan , and if the Abbot were dead, the EleGion ſhould be | 


made by the Mozks, and Confirmed by the Biſhop, it the Monaſtery 
were unexempted : It it were exempted, it ſhould be Confirmed by the 
Pope : Other Benefices which werede F ORE PATRONAT US 
were Confer'd by the Biſhop on the Patron's Preſentation : All others 
were at the free Epiſcopaldiſpoſing. The Popedowe of Rome remained, 
for the Prince being Excluded, it ſeemed that it _ to return to the 
free Elettion of the People, but from the year 1145, 4rnocent the 2d ha- 
ving a Difference with the Romans, and being driven from the City 


Q- by them, he in Counter-change deprived them of the Power of chool- 


ing the Pope. | | 

In the Troubles which pp for the cauſes abovelaid, many Ci- 
ties were in anUproar by the Biſhops Confederate with the Pope, which 
revolting from the Emperor, and were headed by the Biſhops, whereby 
they obtained the Publick Incoms, and the Regal Rights or Duties; and 
when the Differences were Compoſed, they had taken fo firm Poflet- 
fion, that the Prince was N ted to grant them in Fexdo or Feal- 
ty, that, which de Fa&o they bad uſurped to themſelves, by which they 
acquired alſo the Titles of Dukes, Marquiſſes, and Earls, as many of 
them are in Germany, who remain ſtill fuch, both m Name, and in 
Fact ; but in tely, in Na only, which made Clergy-men a great quan- 


tity of Secular Goods, and- the Augmentatiorf was very notable, not 


only during the Troubks of which we have ſpoken, bur alſo in thoſe 
which followed under the Sweoiax Emperors. | 

The Monks in this time had intermeddled greAMly, in favouring'the 
undertaking of the Popes againſt the Princes, for which they loſt jome- 
what of theer. Reputation of Holineſs; and indeed there was allo loſt 
much of the Diſcipline, and- Regular obſervance in Monafteries, becauſe 
they in:erme or crept. mto the Negotiations of State, and of War 


wherefore their acquiring or a; ow] unle& in fome lit- 
tle Congregations newly inſtruted in- Feſcany, who intermedlced not in 


hs Meth. Mt. _— A. 
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Devotion of the People contimuing towards them, '' they were inſtru- 

| —_ of acquiring New Eftztes, but yet-not many,” -they'being” but 

.' Bat another: Occaſion  happene ger rea eros in 

the times whereof hath been ſpoken, which was # y of #he HM The holy 

ly Land, and' the heat of zeal'was then: ſo carneſt, for. going aud for Cootitury | 
eonmibuting entege ig of. it, that men making no atcountof Godds) 27s. avg 
of Wives, and of Childten,/ engaged themfdves in this Warfar ; "and church. 

| ſelling ther own; went beyond Sea; yeathe very Women without ha- 

ving, RefpeQ to their Chi ing, ſold their Goods to-comtribute to 

wards the War.” - The Popes with thait Prieſts, and other Prelatesre« 

ceived under their Proteftionthe Houſes; and the Aﬀairs of the Creci- 

Signati de mar" cren thoſe who wet tothe War) /and that brought N. 120. 

tq the Churches ſuch an encreaſe, as is wont to bring the being Tutor, 

C ; or a Procurator. for Widdows, Orphans, and Perſons under 

Age; neither:could the ſecular Magiſtrate fo much as think of defend- 

my one, fot Terror of the Cenſures which they made uſe of with- 

A great Point was added, which Eugerivs the third Conſtituted, 

that-for this Pious wark, every one might alienate the Fee-Farts' he 

beld,. which if the' Patron could not receive, yet againſt his Will they 

might be taken TO CO _ = perm hy 

purchaſing ve y. It. happened t the of Rome 

24? 10h is Ants od tht bud Lond n-Ghnme Mimnt, 

whereby they augmented the Temporal e of the Rowan Church : 

And alſo the Popes Legates, : and 'the Biſhops of the place where the 

faid Arms were met together to unite themſelves for the Voyage, they 

made uſe of them for divers Augmentations of the Churches ; >a 

bty, . ? | 

. There being alſo offered and gathered a great quantity of money, 121. 

taken from. the Faithful, chackibfom Women a noe who were | 

anfit to ſerve in the Wars perſonally, kkewiſe to free ones ſelf from 4 

vow made, as alfo to obtain Hrdxlgences and other Grants, all was not 

fpent in that War, no doubt but ſome Prince might partake of it, bur 

a notable ſhare remained ſtill in the hands of the Prelates, whereby Ec- 

clefiaſtical Aﬀeairs made ſome A tation. After this were inſtitu- 

ted the Military Religions of the Templars,Hoſpitallars &c. for the defence 

of the Temple Built at Jeruſalem, for the Pilgrims who went thither, and 

for to fight againſt the Saracens, which although it was a new thing to 

:nititute Religions for the ſhedding of blood, yet it was received with 

ſo much Fervor, that in a very ſhort time they gained great ſtore of 

Wealth : All theſe wayes brought great encreaſe of Riches tothe Church, 

There was alſo another way of giving a very notable encreaſe to the 

Wealth of the Church, or Clergy-men, the Keuiewing well the matter of {11 

the Tythes, and where they were not paid, to proceed with Cenlures that 


there ſhould or ought be paid not only the Prediels of the Fruits gs, Por | 


the Earth, but meixt Tythes alſo, which are the Frunts of Cattel, nd wore Riches. 
likewiſe the Tythes of Perſonal Induſtry and humane Labour. - | 

Unto the Tythes were the firi# Fruits joyned alſo, which were firſt firſt Fruc 
inſtituted by Alexander the 24, herein imitating the Moſaical Law, which 


commanded that People to pay them; the quantity of them was not 
Eſtabliſhed by: Moſes, bur left to A” a6; the Offerer. ES 
| 2 | Y 
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| received, elpecially 


"The Rehimherwnnds of Homer Tellibes, determined the quan- 
hot mores than the Goth, nor le thanghe 4orkh, which 

yori IE vurs ja the malt p m—_—_ ha- 

_ which in our timess called th 


gath 
i» the 3d, CN 195, bf re __ ok 


with Excommuniettions, to cauſe payment #0 be made of the Tries 

not only of the Wine, Corn, Fruits of: Trees, of Gardens, of 
par Haden ay; 00 lenny, wats Df Windea 
All theſe things are im the Decretole of the Ronaſh Popes; But 
gol yy Tye have - PR ICS the Poor are obli- 
to or that 19 grven in at doors; 
a "pr ita y  Tythe of their Gain by Whore- 


Tom, and of ich other things & the World could not revcve into 
ks were paid unto the Curates, for the ſervice which they Ry 


ed tothe Peaple, in Teaching the word of God, in Adminiſtring the 


Sacraments, and" in performing other Eccleſiaſtical Fundionsz fo that 
for theſe Miniſterics | was paid 5 ſome Pious and Rich Perſons 
gave if _ pleaſed, fom for the Burying of their dead, or for 


receiving the Sacraments, and the cuſtom: went o far, that Curteſie was 


turved into « due Debt, and the ity how much was to be 'paid, was 
alſo brought into a Cuſtom, an came to Controverſies, Secular were 
refuſing to te hey ary thing, for the Adziniitration of the Sarraxwents, becauſs 
they paid 1ythes therefore, and the Clergy-men denying to perform their 
Functions, unleſs there were given them that which was Cuſtomary 
About the year 1200, Innocent the 3d this Diſorder, by for- 
bidding the indeed from Contratiing thing: for their Ad- 
wiultration,| and to refuſe it to eas ar. noi not pay them, and 
commanded they ſhould the Fun&hons without moreado. Bur 
after this was done, by the Seculars were forced to obſerveths 
Laxdable Caltom (as the Pope calls it) in paying that which was uſua], 
putting a great Difference between before-hand by Contta&, 
and 2 gin Gems by Cenfures, approving this as Lawful, forbid- 
ding the other as Simoniacal. 

Another Novelty was alſo introduced contrary to the old Canons, 
which Cantr1 much towards their Gain. | It was Prabibited by the 
Canons, to receive any thing by Donation, - or by Will from ſeveral ſorts 
from him who re- 
mained in Diſcord with his own Brother, from Harlots and other fuch 
Perſons; all thefe were quite laid afide, ny 
and moſt frequent Le acies and 


from Herlots, and from Perſons who 
ons, leave or give to the Church. Vw Oper ef Bape fed r 


diligence to hel forward the Purchaſing, as well as to We. 
_erof a Thar Panda,” which Can) Was 
we 16 much and fo mack Blood, fixncht or drawn __ 
hand of Princes, | 


cleliaſtical order, 


with their elati- 
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2- Clergy-men only have made 
up : But that ONES 

more, is, that Pug of a mud holy Life, Lu Sens ty rev bad 
gs have commended that Praftiſe, and exkun# 26 pary 
can 


it be now blamed, without ala wo Doren of ety 


Popes, and particularly Sr. Gregory, and the Antient Dodtrines of the 
Councils, and of 'the Pakers. If av firſt the Miſtery had beer! 


Novelty z but they believed own Intereſt and liberty were con- 


/wherefore the Pradtice n of beſtowi Benefices in manner 
bovefaid, overy ſome by the of the Chap- 
ters, ſame by Collation or enkng of the Bip ; andlikewiſe the Po 
beſtowed thoſe ir the Dioceſs e, end medied not with giving 


Fi; 
5 
2:7 


 wefices ut of bis Dioceſe, oy in one caſe poten. when 


any Preate gone to Rowe, either for Devotion or for Buſineſs 
dyed there, and in is company her to be ſome noted Perfon 
of the ſame Nation, the P. Created him in the place of 
the Deceaſed, and ſent him &, wing to the Dior: ro rhe Mo 


naſtery, Lamenting the death of the Deceaſed, and confolating 
with the ſubſtitution of the Perſon he had fent them 3 This thin 
cally conſented unto, as wall becauſe it hapned but rarely thrg wa 


—_— — Parent org. there being no cauſe 


CO _—_ t when 

| pegs. py pos. 77. hr if the had made no Pro- 

vilion already in manner aforeſaid, they ſtay; ns th longer, CANS 
g 


dle with Eccleflaitical Canſts aut Dioceſd of Rowe 
ES DEE all the Clc- 
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ger of . Bulls, they; began to multiply the deſires and the Recommenda- 
tyons of the Eno ſuch,a manner, that ITRET ws deprived 
of almoſt all:Collations : ,.Whereupon they- were imes forced to 
pa without complying with themz the Popes found::a Remedy for 
this, by adding Commands ,unto his Requeſts, which were obeyed at 

rit, be ent, it conſtrained the. Biſhops to tranſgrels 
the Command, . and without Reſpect thereuato, or to the Cenſures there- 
in Contained, they made Collations in regard to themſelves and to'therr 
Churches, and it behooy'd; the Pope ards to be contene fora 
Fink. done, and to pardon them, fecing there was no other Reme- 
(Bs | Crt tens : / (9:23 

The courſe whereby Benefices were gbtained in Rowe, would have 
been eaſily ſtopt, but there was a Remedy' invented for it at Court, for 
beſides the deſires and commands, t ded an Executor, who ifthe 
Biſhop would not confer the Benefice, he wasto confer it, and to puniſh 


the Biſhop beſides for Diſobedience. However they uled that Method 


_ ut ſparingly, and when the Biſhop had been ſtubborn. Bur art laſt for 


a quicker diſpatch they came to yield to Prayers, to the Mandate, and 
to Execution altogether. Wherefore the Churches and the Biſhops felt 
themſelves much aggrieved, and the Princes and the Nations complain- 
ed not only for being deprived of their Faculties, but alſo becauſe by 
that means, the Benefices which by a moſt antient cuſtom were beſtow- 
ed on the Natives, fell all unto ſtrangers, who. were at the Courtiof 
Rome, whereupon oftentimes thoſe were made Biſhops and Curates,who: 
underſtood not the Peoples Language, which they were not apt to learn 
by reaſon of the great Difference, as many Ttalzars who were Benefi- 
ced in England, and the diſorder grew ſo gteat that he (chiefly the Cu- 
rate.) who underſtood not the Language of the People, was frbidden 
by the Pope of Rome from having any Benefice, reſerving to himfelf 
the Power of Diſpenſing, which did not remove the diſorder, but only 
encreaſed the Charges of the Solliciters or Entreaters, and the Profits 
of the Court, they not ſticking to give the Reverſions unto ſtrangers, 
granting them afterwards a Brief of Diſpenſation. Burt although ſuch: 


p _ le Authority which the Cotert of Rowe had aſſumed to it ſelf, was 
li 


pleaſing to men of good zeal, yet it was moſt grateful to a great 


; number of Clergy-men and other Perſons defirous of Benefices, who 


were ſubject ro Canonical Impediments, which rendred them uncapable : 
This ſort of Perſons no Biſhop durſt to promote, as retaining the due 
Reverence to the Canons; Nevertheleſs that which no man would do, 
the Pope did eaſily, diſpenſing againſt Canons and Ecclefiaſtic2] conſti- 
tutions, introducing the ſaying; de Plenitudine Poteitatis; and the lit- 
tle dauſe, mor obSFantibus, (a thing unknown and not heard of in ſo 
many Ages) which is now put igto every Bereficial Bull, yea the Popes 
themſelves in the diſtribution of the Benefices | of the Roman Church, 


| In good time or times of Proſperity, made Profeſſion of being great- 


er obſervers of the Canons than any other Biſhops 3 and one of the 
glories of the holy Popes, as may be ſeen in St. Leo, and his Succeſſors 


was the punctual obſervanee of the Canons, firſt by themſelves, then 


by others; neither ought it to be faid, that theſe were of lels authori- 
ty, but certain it is they were of greater goodneſs and knowledge, and 
hy durſt not do otherwiſe, than what was permitted unto others, 
whereas afterwards every thing was done at Rowe, which others durſt 
not do elſewhere. | | 
$4. Barnard 
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S:. Barnard who livedin the firſt rimes of theſe Imrrodudtions, which 
although they had nor paſt ſo formerly as happenedafterwards, writing 
to Exgerize, thethird, rebukes them ſharply, complaming that the City | 
of Rome was the ptace, whereto the | the Covetous, 'the'S$1- 
moniſts, the Sacrilegi the Concubine-keepers, and the Tnceſtuous 
had their Recourſe to obtain Brneffces, for they found none who woul({ 
receive them in opt nan Rcemre being the only place, Which 
made that Legal or Lawful, 'which every where de wes repured un- 
lawful. $263 
The Pppeytheinſelves could not deny,” but that the gratiting of theſe = 
Expedtancies or Reverſions were burdenfome - to the Churches, yea 
Gregory the 9th C. Mandatum de reſerip. confelleth it with open words, 
wheretfore they were reſtrained by inſertmg this lictle Clauſe, IF we have 
not written for another, bringing into CullOeve, that every Pope might N. i 24: 
grant a Reverſion upon any Church, and no more. Beſides they were 
wont afterwards at their entrance into the Popedom, to revoke all the 
Reverſions granted by theif Predecefior, that their own might take 
place more eaſily, or elſe that thoſe who'had obtained them, might be 
neceſſitated to' have new one at new Charges, for to Confirm ttm 
therein ; as for Elective Berefices, which are Biſbopricks and Abbey they 
gavc no Expettancics or Reverſions, there being no Example of it, for 
they had been beftowed by the Princes, but the Court invented other 
Modes or Wayes, wheteby they often drew the Collation of them to 
Rome, (ctting forth many Conditions which were neceffarily to be ob- | 
ſerved, before coming to the Eleftions, and others in the Celebration 
thereof, and requiring divers qualities in the Perſon of the Elefted,ad- | 135: 
ding thercunto, that if any of theſe were not obfetved, the Electors 
were for that time deprived of the Power of Chooſing, which devalued 
it ſelf to Rome ;, Beſides this alſo, ahd for divers Reſpects of the Ele- 
Qors, or for other Cauſes, there aroſe amongſt them difficulties about 
the Election, for which cauſe one of the Parties would Appeal to Rome, 
where moſt commonly the wrong was given to both, and the Elef&tion 
made invalid, and the Collation of the Bifboprick or Abbey for thar 
time was drawn to Rome. Alſo whenthe Court heard of a vacancy of 
ſome good Bifhoprick or Abbey which had happened,it diſpatched imme- 
diatcly a Letter Preccptory, that there ſhould beno proceeding tothe | 
El.&ion without his knowledge, and with an honeſt fhew or colour of 
helping or preventing diſorders which might happen, he fent a Perfon 
to aſk and prefide in the Ele&ion, through whoſe means by divers 
wayes and managements, the Ele&ion was made to fall on tim, who 
was to be the greateit BenefatFor to Rome. | G | 

There happening then tor the cauſes above written, that few Eledti- 136: 
ons of Biſhopricks and of Monaſterics were Cetebrated, but for fore 
of theſe Relpetts were cxathined at Rome, whereupon the Pope me- 
diated or interpoſed himſelf in moſt of the fubſequent EleQtions, co- 
vering it with the honeſt Titte of Devolution for the pubtick ſervice, - 
ſeeing that the uſual Eleftors wanted of that which was their due, they 
thought it convenient to put totheir hand alſo, either by commaniding = 
when it ſeemed to them, that the EleQgrs ſhould not come to the E- 
tection without their leave, or that they ſhould gor chufe, bur by the 
Counſil of ſome Perſons nowinated by them; thus by differen wayes 
they came to aſſume ſome ſhare in the Elections aſſo. | Theſe mietheds | 
variouſly uſed according to' the Exigency ' of Accidents; had _— | 
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Power of a Law, but of Cuitows, or of Reaſonableneſs unto the year 
1227, when Gregory the gth having conſidered how Theodoſiws formed 
the Politick of the Empire, Collected his Reſcriptions or Decretals and 
thoſe of Preceeding Princesinto a Book,which was afterwards called the 
Theodoſian Codex ; And Fuitinian having accommodated the Antient 
Laws, according to the times then being, and reduced the Decrees of 
his Predeccflors into a Body, he called them the Jxſtiniar Codex. - So 
the ſame Gregory the 9th, framed a Politic, . having reduced into a Body 
all the Reſcriptions or Decretals, together with the Accidents which hap- 
pened, ſerving to.the Roman Greatneſs, and having extended that to 
a common uſe, which had been-eſtabliſhed for- a particular place, and 

rhaps for that ſpecial caſe only, and having aboliſhed others, called 
hat Book the Decretal of Gregory the 9th, which began to lay the 
Foundation, and to eſtabliſh the | ns Monarchy, chiefly in Beneficial 
matters, in which Book there is much more ccncerning the Edification 
of Law-fruits, than concerning the Edification' of Souls. 

The old ColleQors of Canons, Particularly Gratian, made a Colle- 
ion of all that he accounted proper to the Papal greatneſs, yet not 
without Changes, Alterations, and F alſifications alſo of the Places fren 
whence the Sentences were taken; and 'wwas believed by him he hadraiſ- 
ed that Authority to the greateſt height it could attain unto, and for. 
thoſe times he |was not miſtaken; but Afﬀairs being altered, that Com- 
pilement was not for his purpoſe, but after that which he called +, 
Decree, followed this Decretal, which gave no ſatisfaftion neither, but | 
from time ro time as the Popes advanced in Authority, they framed 
new Rulcs foc themſelves, ſo that in the matter of Benefices, neither 
the Decree, nor the Decretal, nor the Sei7o have any more Room, but 
other Rules as ſhall be fpokenotf. | 

The great Method which the Court of Rome uſed in beſtowing of 
ſo many Benefices, drew thither all ſorts of Clergy-men, thoſe who had 
none to gain ſome, and thoſe who had, to aſpire unto greater or bet- 
ter : So that beſides the old cauſes this alſo was added, that many be- 
came now-Reſident; which the Court could not dillemble, for every 
Dioceſs complained that the Churches were without Government, and 
attributed the cauſe of the Evil where it truly was, wherefore 'twas re- 
ſolved ſome Proviſion» ſhould be made for it. Therefore it ſeemed not 
convenient to. the Popes of theſe times to proceed as formerly with 
Caſtigations, becauſe the diſorder was too common, as alſo becauſe it 
would have been a means to ſend all out of Rowe, which it it ſhould 
have been done, the Court would have remained empty, -and every 
one would have endeavourd to obtain Benefices from his Biſhop, near 
to whom he was perſonally, rather than to ſend Salaries, and Meſſen- 
gers to Rome, for the obtaining of ExpeQancies or Reverfions 3 How- 
ever a Medium was found by making of Laws, which commanded Re- 
ſidency to that ſort of Beneficed men, who could expett but little from 
the Court, ſpeaking nothing of others 3 Thus Zlexazder the 3din the 
year 1179, commanded Reſidency to all Bencficed Perſcns who bad 
the Cure of Souls : Then 'twas added alſo, all thoſe who had Digni- 


" ties, Adminiſtrations, or Canon-ſbips 3 of other inferior Beneficed men 


'twas never ſaid they were obliged to Refidency, and much leſs were 


they commanded to Refide, wherefore by little and little they account- 


ed themſelves not obliged to it ; in ſuch manner there arole a Diſtin- 
Gon of Benefices, ſome of which required Reſidency, ard others ſimply 
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which ouliged not thereunto 5 whexefore the Doors declared the Pro- 
grefs, that de Fure all arc obliged unto Reſidency, not being able to lay 
otherwiſe without perverting Antiquity, but through cuſtom they ſay 
ſingle Benehces Excepted, | | 

It was a moſt common faying : Beneficium datur propter [nn where- . 
fore thee being diſobliged from Retidency, having no , it ſeem- 
ed that the ſingle Benefice remained as a vain thing 1n the Church. For 
which they found a remedy by an Equivocation. The Canonical hours 
which at tirſt were Celebrated in the Church, by all the Fraternity, and 
at:erwards ſome made it Lawful for themſclyes to fay them-privately, 
about the year 200, they acquired the name of Officiuze di/vinmum, which N. 141. 
being Celcvrated by all, either in common or in private, the truth of 
the Propotiction was faved : Bexeficium datur propter Officinme; that is to 
lay, for repeating the divine Othce, not for ſerving the faithful People 
reliding in the Churches, and exerciſing the charge as formerly, and this 
is that Of-c:um, aniwerable unto Bereficinzs, Therefore the Conſcience 
of many Beneticed men being {ecured by this means, that they might be 
abſent trom the Church of the Benetice, it ſvemed alſo neceflary to find 
out a way that when it had been needtul to cauſe any »one of thoſe to 
remain at Court, who was obliged to Reſidency, it might be done with- 
out derogating from the Laws. Whereupon Hozorizs the 3d about the 
'car 1220, declared that he who was 1n the Popes Service, ſhould not 
* oblizcd to relidez nothing elle remained, but ro find a way how they 
might take away Relidency from ſome Rich Benefice under Cure, which 
failed not ; tor it being an ordinary thing forthe Parſon of the Pariſh 142. 

at times when he 1sLawfully hindred, to appoint a Vicar to ſerve for 

| him, allowing hima convenient Stipend 3 fo 1t is found, that they might 
(but with the Popes Authority) Create a perpetual Vicar, appointing 
him a ſuthcient Portion, and leaving the remainderto the Reftor, oblig- 
ing that Vicar unto Reſidency, although the Rector draws the greateſt 
part of the Income, an4 remains tree himſelf, whoſe ſhare becomes as a 
ſingle Benefice, and that of the Vicar remains for the Curates Proviſion. 
And as it was unknown to.the Antient Church, that any Benefice was 
given but tor the Office ſake, and therefore every one is obliged to exe- 
* cute his Office Perſonally; 10 there was never one man deputed unto 
two Charges or Ofhces, not only tor being impoſſible when they areto 
be excrciled in ditterent places, but alto becauſe thoſe' holy men ac- 
counted it no ſmall matter to perform ane well, and thereare many Ca- 
nons, to which ancient Inſtitutions are referr'd, that one cannot be Or- x 43- 
dained to two Titles, nor ſerve in two Churches. | 

In thoſe times when Benefices were diſtinguuſh2d into ſuch as have Re- Benefices 
ſidency, and tuch as have notz Conſequently 'tis come to be ſaid, that "i Renoem 
of thote, where it 1s not neceflary to ſerve in ones own Perſon, a man xa 
. may have more than one, and there arole a diſtinfion of Compatible, ,, 5c v, 
anc! of Incompativle Benefices thoſe which require Reſidency, are Iz- «ble and 1n- 
compativle amongſt themltelves, a man being not able to divide himſelf compatible. 
into ditferent places, but theſe with others, and —— themſcives 
are Compatible, feeing 1t tsnot neceſiary to ferve y. 

However 1n the Beginning, they praceeded inthis matter with great 
' Refpect, and wentno further than to ſay only, when a Benefice was not 
ſufficient for the Clerks Living, he might have another Incompatible, 
bur they never durſt go on to the third, owch leſs unto the ſecond, if 
the firlt had been ſufhcient. The  . was never extended farther 


unto 
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unto the Biſhop, but 'twas added to the Pope, that he might have Au- 
thonity togrant more thantwo, if both were not ſufficient for a Living, 
and this ſufficiency for living is cut out very largely by the Canoniſts, 
for they ſay that a meer Prieſts Living, comprehends not only the Main- 
tenance of the Perſon Beneficed, but for his Family, for his Kindred, 
for three Servants, and for one Horſe, and alſo to receive ſtrangers ; 
But when the Beneficyed was Noble or Learned, ſo much more befides 
that, as might equalize his Nobility, and that which they ſay for Biſhops 
1s wonderful ;| and for Cardinals, let the Common ſaying of the Court 
ſuffice : Xquiparantur Regibus, Equal to Kings, But all this proceed- 
ing with the ordinary terms, that through diſpenſation every Canoniſt 
holds that the Pope may grant to one, to hold what number of Bene- 
fices he pleaſeth, and de fa&o, Diſpenſations of the plurality of Benefi- 
ces went on fo far, that John the 22d, about the year 1320,revoked them 
all, reſtraining the Diſpenſations unto two Benefices only, which being 
done with nrving to himſelf the diſpoſing of others, (as ſhall be de- 
clared in ſpeaking of reſerves) 'twas not then believed, he had doneirt 
to take away the Abuſe, but for gain, chiefly, becauſe that Pope was 
a ſubtil inventor of wayes to encreaſe the Treaſury, and time gave Te- 
{timony thereof; for it returned not only to its Priſtine Plurality, but 
alſo unto greater, and as far as our times, we have ſeen, and do ſee, 
Diſpenlations without meaſure. All the Canonitts and the Cafuiſts agree 
that ſuch Diſpenſes ought (till to be given for a Lawful Cauſe, and that 
the Pope fins, if he grants them without it : But if that which is of value 
in the Diſpenſation granted without Lawfu] Cauſe, be excuſed, they 
do not agree. 

Others ſay, that it excuſeth before God, and before men 3 others that 
it ſerves to avoid the Penalty of the Canonical Laws, and that in Con- 
ſcience, and before God it avails not. This opinion 1s followed by the 
moſt Godly men, the firſt is moſt grateful to the Court, who 'is not 
pleaſed to have any Law impoſed ar anos =. regulate the Popes Au- 
thority, chiefly in Beneficial matters 3 becauſe | ſome of them hold alſo, 
though with great contention of others, that the Pope can allo grant 
many cured Benefices through Diſpenſation, however they havenot 
made uſe of that opinion, ſeeing they have found out other wayes to 
beſtow many cured Benefices, with Colour and Pretext which ſhould 
appear but one, and theſe Inventions took beginning in the times a 
faid. One of theſe wayes is Onion, the other Commendation, of which 
it will bchoove us to ſpeak anon. | — 

'Twas a moſt Antient thing, that when a People by Accidents of 
War, of Plague, or by Inundation was reducell to ſuch a ſmall number | 
that it could not fupport the Charges for the Maintenance of a Mini- 
ſter, the Biſhop gave the Cure of that People unto the Neighbouring 
Pariſh, and together with that, applyed the ſmall Incomes, and this was 
called Uniting of two Pariſhes. In like manner when Cities were dimi- 
niſhed or waſted, and therefore could not maintain the Biſhop conve- 
niently, the Metropolitax with the Biſhops aſſembled in Councel, gave 
two or more to one Biſhop, and theſe Cities were called United ; as 
likewiſe on the contrary, when the number of| People encreaſcd, and 
that one man only could not ſupply all, one Cure became divided into 
two 3 yea unto preſent times theſe Methods are Commendably 
uſed, which are for the Service of God, for Spiritual Benefit, and for 
conveniency of the People. Bur after they proceeded to make _ 

| | alſo 
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by Fra Paolo Sarpi 5? 
alſo for the Convemency of ſome Pious Place, by which means ſome 
Benefices became united to ſome Biſhoprick, or to ſome Monaſtery,or to 
ſome poor Hoſpital, by virtue of which union the Party Beneficyed ſeems 
indeed to have two Benefices, bat in truth he hath but _ 
ſubtilty invented, (being willing to-give two incompatible Beneficrs to | 
one Perſon) to umite _—_ Jon he _ during his Life, ſo that N. 148. 
1Tving him the Prmcypal, United was alfo given by Conſequence, 
E witch means it 366 well the Law of having bur one Benehce - 
in appearance, but in the Exiſtence there is nothi t the obſervance 
of th words, with Tranſgreſſion _ the ſenſe 5 The Furiſconfilts call it the 
trand of the Law. Thus terved alſo that they might give a Cure Be- 
nefice to a young ws pg boy, or to any other ttkterate Perfon, and 
without being obhged to recave Sacred Orders, by uniting the Cyred 
Bemefice to a fingle one, during Life, and Contering the frrgle one in Ti- 
tle, the Beneficyary remained the Curates Patron alſo; and the words 
of the Law were very well obſerved. But the Power of Uniting Be- 
refices for Life, was never | gp; to the Biſhops for any Cauſs what- 
ever, but reſerved to the of Rome only : Some Lawyerscall it an 
Qion in the Name, but in Fat it is a Relexationof the Law, and they 
hold it for Damnable, wherefore alſo in ſome Kingdoms it hath been 
| prohibited. It was long uſed by: the Roman Conrt, now 'tis nor more 149. 
mn uſe, no more than many other Canteloxs things,not to call them Fraud; | 
like theſe which ſpeak too Legally for the Caules, as ſhall be declared 
when we come to our times. 

The Commerdumn had alſo a good Antient Inſtitution, for when an E- comnendume, 
leFive Benefice became Vacant, either Biſhoprick, Abbey, or elſe a 
Living which was Jus Patronatws, for which the Ordinary out of ſome 
Reſpect could not provide immediately, the care whereof was recom- 
mended by the Superior, to ſome worthy Perſon, until Proviſion ſhould 
be made, nevertheleſs that Perſon had not Power to make uſe of the 
Incoms, but only to Govern them, and for this an Excellent man was 
choſen, who uſually was a Benefic'd man, to whom the recommended 
Cure was a burden, with which he was to be contented for the Church 
ſervice only. This could not be called, having a Benefice recommend-  , 50. 
ed unto him but very improperly 3 and thercfore in Reality he had not 
two Benefices, although ro make no difficulty of ſpeech, there aroſe a 
Maxime amongſt he Corantths that a man might have two Benefices, 
the one jn Title, the other in Commendnrm, which Commendum at firſt 
laſted but until Proviſion were made, afterwards they Commended for 
a good while, which ſometimes was long enough, wherefore the Pop 
ot Rome forbad the Biſhops from Commending for above fix months, 
not making the Rule for himſelf, but by a Court Style the Commendium 
contracted a little Cuſtom not altogether Commendable, which was,that 
when the Pope had a mind to grve any man a Berefice, it could not be 
done, either for want of Age, or becauſe the Benefice was Monacal, and 
the Perſon Secular, or for lome other refpe& he Commended it to him 
ſo long, that hemight acquire the neceffary quahties for to have the 77- 
tle of 1t. | : 

But finally about the year 1350, all Reſpetts' being laid afide, the 
Popes holding the other Biſhops ſtriftly to the Term of 6x months, they 7151, 
Procceded to give the Commendum for Oy OT it be given toone 
who hath in Title another ny 9: cfice, heobferves very well 


the words of the Law, that two Benefices cannot be grven, but one m 
GC 2 Title, 
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Title, and the other in Commendum ; but the ſenſe is defrauded, becauſe 
that which is Commendatory for Life, as touching the Profits, is like 
unto the 7itzlar; alſo giving a Benefice in Commendum to one who hath 
not the qualities required by the Canons, doth not difagree with the 
Words thereof, but 'tis given to him in Deed, and not givento him in 
Words - the Commendums of Biſbopricks and other Ben are almoſt 
out of uſe in Italy : There remains ſome Abbeys for the Cauſes which in 
our times ſhall be declared. | 

By the means aboveſaid, the Popes drew to themſelves great ſhare 
of the Beneficial Diſpoſals, in all the Chriſtian Kingdoms of the Wes?, 
but in the Eaſter» Churches, he was never ſuffered to diſpoſe of an A- 
tome, not only in the laſt Ages of that Empire, when the Greeks were 
totally divided, but likewiſe in the firſt Ages alſo, when they were uni- 
ted into a Body, except that in Syria and 1n Greece, in the timesand in 
the places which were under the Dominion of the French, and of the 
Venetians. But the Popes Letters which diſpoſed of Benefices in man- 
ner aboveſaid, although they were indeed for the moſt part obey'd, yer 
nevertheleſs not without ſome Complaint and Murmuring, putting it of- 


_ tento diſpute, whether the Pope could do this or that. 


In ly none oppoſed the Pope, unleſs ſome Pious man for Reſpet 
of Conſcience, and for the Service of God, it being beſides profitable 
to the Italians, for ſuch were the Roman Courtiers, who by means of the 
Popes ample Authority, received Incoms from Beyond the Alps. - In 
Spain the Prudence of that Nation in their Practice, deluded the Arts of 
the Court, : | | 

In Ereland, as in a Region where the Benefices were many and Rich, 
the Roman Conrtiers made great gains, wherefore in the year 1232, a 
League was made m that Kingdom, between the Emgliſh Clergy-men, and 
the Souldiers, againſt the Romar Clergy-men Beneficed in that Iſland, 
who were ſpoyled of their Goods and Incoms 3 The Pope Com- 
manded' the King under pain of Excommunication, that he ſhould 
Chaſtize or Punith, and Perſecute them with Temporal Arms, and that 
the Prelates ſhould Excommunicate them 3 But they were found to be 
ſo numerous, that the King durſt not meddle with them, neither did 
the Prelates dare to make uſe of their Spiritual Weapons. The Afairs 
remained quiet for a few years, whereupon Pope Innocent the 4th, a 
Geno?ſe took freſh Courage, and ſent one Martin his Kinſman, by whoſe 
means he renew'd' the Faſhions of the Court, upon which the Engliſh 
had Recourſe to the King, Complaining that the [taliars got Poſleili- 
on of all Benefices; The King Baniſhed Martiz from the Kingdom, apd 
cauſing an Account to be made of how much the Pope drew out of f, - 
gland, he found it tobe equal to his own Revenue, which is ſ1xty thou- 
ſand Marks; The King propoſed ſome of theſe Differences to the Coun- 
cil at Lions, making Complaint of the aboveſaid grievances, whereto 
the Pope anſwered, the Council was not Aſſembled for that purpoſe,and 
thatit was no timeto harken toit. . | . | 

In the ſaid City of Liors during the time of the Council, the Pope 
would have given to his Kinſmen Fans Prebendaries of thoſe Churches, 
upon which there was a great Commotion in the City, and the Pope 

. a they ſhould be thrown into the Rhoze, 
wherefore the Pope ſent them away privately. | 

For all this the Coxrt left not off its butin the year 1253, the 
ſame Pope Commanded Robert Biſhop of Lincoln, (a man n me times 

| amous 
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Famous in Dodrine and in Goodneſs) that he fhould confer a certain 
Benefice upon the Genoeſe againſt) the Canons, which a Ing.inconve- 
nient and unjuſt tothe Biſhop, he anſwered the Pope, that he Honour'd 
Apoſtolical Commands Conformable to Apoſtolical Dodrine, wherefore 
that 0x obſtantibws is a Deluge of inconſtancy, a Breach of Faith, a 
diſturbance of the quietneſs of Chriſtendom ; that it is a grievous Sin | 
to defraud the Sheep of their Paſture; that the Apoſtolical Sec had all 
Power to Edification, none to deitroy. This Anſwer received, the Pope N. 155. 
a 
t 


grew wroth exceedingly ; But Cardinal Egidins a Spaniard, bei 
Prudent man, endeavour'd to Mitigate him, repreſenting to him, t 
to proceed againſt a man of fuch Reputation, for a cauſe fo abborr'd 
by the World, could not bring forth a good Effect. But whilſt the 
Pope ſtudyed to ſhew his Reſentment, Robert fell fick, and to the end 
of his Life held the ſame Reaſons, and dyed withan Opinion of Holy- 
neſs, and 'twas fam'd that he wro Miracles. The Pope hearing of 
his Death, cauſed a Proceſs to be tormed for the King, to diſ-inter the 
dead mans Corps: But the night following, in a Viſion or in a Dream he 
had Robert in Pontifical Robes, who Rebuked him for perſecuting his 
memory, and ſmote him on the Flank with the But-exd of his Crofter- 
Staff : The Pope awoke with an exceſſive Pain in'' that Place; which 
afflicted him unto his Death, that happened within a ſhort time 
after. | 4 RE 
In the year 1258, Alexander the 4th Excommunicated the: Arch-Bi- 
ſhop of Tork for the like Cauſe, who On in his Deliberation, 156. 
endured the Perſecution with much Patience, drawing necr to his 
Death, wrote a very Prudent Letter to: the Pepe, exhorting him to 
imitate his Holy Predeceſſors, and to take away the Dammageable 
Novelties from the Church, and from his own Soul; He dyed with the 
Opinion of a Saint and a Martyr. 

In theſe times 'twas likewiſe neceflary in Frarce, to make a Proviſi- 
on, which I ſhall relate after having given notice, that for theſe and 
for other Impediments which the Princes and the Biſhops oppoſed a- 
gainſt the endeavours of the Court, which never thought of giving 0- 
ver : For Clement the 4th, in the year 1266, reſolved to lay the Foun- 
dations, whereby he, or his Succeſſors, might declare themſelves to be 
abſolute Patrons 1n all the Collations of Benefices throughout the World, 
and remove the neceſſity of finding out Wayes and Arts to draw the 
Collations unto Rome, and made a Bu#, which concluded nothing elſe 
but the Reſervation of the Vacanti in Curia, ſaying, that the Collation- 
mg of them by an Antient Cuſtom is reſerved to the Pope, and there- | 
fore he approved of this Cuſtom, and wild it to be ed; But to 157. 
conclude this alone; So much an Hyppothetical Prenrinme can do, in fay-, _ {E 
ing that although the plenary Diſpoſal of all Benefices, belongs to the ;;;. 
Pope of Rome, 1o that he may not only confer then when they become 
Vacant, but he may alſo before Vacancy grant a _— for the acqui- 
ring of them z Nevertheleſs the Antient Cuſtom hath more eſpecially 
reſerved the Vacanti in Curia, Wherefore we approve of that Cuſtom. 
If the Pope had made a — Edi&, that the Diſpoſal of all Be- 
nefices belonged to him, the World would have ſtirdin it, and aswell 
the Clergy-men as Princes, and other Lay-Patrons would have declared 
their Reaſons. But this Propoſition being put into a Conditional with- 
out a Concluſion, went on eafily without any notice taken of how 
much it might Import. But two years after, that is, in the year _ 
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without having any Reſpect unto this Bul, St. Lewis King of France, 
N. 158. RE the Proviſions made by the Queen Regent his Mother, du- 
ring his Minority, and during his Abſcnce in the Holy Land, were 
not ſufficiene to remove the Contuſions introduced inthe matter of Be- 
Pragmatic nefices, made his famous Pragmatick, wherein he Commanded, that Ca- 
Sanction. fhedral Charches (hould have their Elections Free, and the Monaſterics 
likewiſe, that all other. Benefices ſhould be given according to the Dil- 
poſition of the Law, and that no Impoſition of the Court of Rome 
could be levied upon Beneficcs without his Conſent, and the Churches 
of his Kingdom. This Holy Kings going into Africa againſt the Mores, 
and his Death which P_ 1Q the year 1270, and the need the 
Houſe of Arjou had of the Popes F avonr, to ſettle his Kingdom in Naples, 
and to recover that of Szcily, and the Power whichthe Pope granted 
to the King of impoſing Tythes under Pretext of the War of the Ho- 
ly Land, were cauſe, that the French eaſily permitted the Corrt of Rowe 
to- regain the ſame Authority 3 whereupon 1n the year 1398, Boniface 
the 8th placed the Coxftitution of Clement 1n the Decretals, and made 
that That which' was ſaid Hyppothetically and Incidentally, became the 
Principal, and to give it the greater Authority, he expoſed under the 
name of. Clememt,” leaving it dubious, whether it were the 4/þ or the 
34. Thercforc now.in ſome Copies it is Read the 34, in others the 476. 
For which. cauſe this Propoſition was given to be believed at firſt, z.e. 
That the plenary Diſpoſal of all Eccleſpaiticel Benefices belongs to the Pope, 
which 1s pretcnded'to be meant in a Senſe not altogether perverted, 
- which is, that the Pope ſhould have full Power, but yet Regulated by the 
Laws, and by Reaſox : A little atter Clement the 57h made void all good 
' underſtanding, by ſaying, that the Pope had not only full Power, bue 
allo free over all Bewefices, which freedom 1s underſtood by the Cano- 
2iſts, Exempt fromall Laws, and Reafonz fo that he may do all thar 
he pleaſeth, notwithſtanding the Reaſon, or the Intereſt, of whatſoever 
Church, | or of Particular Perſon, yea even of a Lay-Patron. T his 
I60. Propoſitioy is put into the Bulls upon eyery occaſion, and there is no 
Canomift but pallethit for clear, yea for an Article of Faith, laying, thar 
the Pope in the Collation of any Berefice whatever, may Concur with 
the Ordinary, and alſo prevent it, andif it fo pleaſe him, he may alſo 
give Authority to whom hethmks fit, enabling him in like manner to 
Concur with the Ordinary, or to prevent it, as they have fince girez 

this Faculty unto Legates, witha general Conſtitution. 
Elefion of — There 1s nothing more Wonder-worthy in the Confideration of Be- 
Miniſters be- ,,efices, than (it being as clear as the light at noon day) that the Eldi- 


I59. 


oe He _ on of Mimniiters was at firſt by the Faithful People, thenit palled unto 


the Princes, after the Chriſtian Fawth being received, they minded the 
___ Attairs of the Church, and finally it was reduced unto the. Ecclefatt- 
I61. + cal Order only, the Seculars being excluded by the Management of Gre- 
gory the 7th, and his Succefſors, yet there ſtillremained 1n each Diocels, 
the Election and the Collation of Bexefices, and of their Offices, which 
lince by little and lietle the Popes of Rowe have aſlumed to themiclves 
by the waycs aboveſaid, and to be ſaid hereafter ; Neverthdels the C2- - 
#oviſts (either out of Animoſity; or becauſe it is not their Profeſiion to 
know any <1. "7 0k the Decretals) have faid, and do fay in our 
dayes, without Reſpet unto the Notorious Truth which 1s __ it, 
that heretofore the Pope provided all Biſbepricks, and other Bexefices, 


| and that ho afterwards out of Favour, granted the Ele&ion to the 
0. ber: ES | Chapters, 


Pe by Fra Paolo varpl. x 47. 


__ 


Chapters, and the Collation unto the Biſhops, it is not tobe doubted 
but one day it ought to be anſwered in the Articles of our Faith, for 
making a Dodrine to paſs into the Church, which is ſo direQly contra- . 
ry to what they cauſed to be Preached in Former times, when Arſel- 
rows Biſhop of Lucca, who wrote three Books againſt Gilbert the Amti- 
Pope, im favour of the ſaid Gregory the 7th, which are ſtill co be found, 
throughout all the ſecond of which by the Authority . of the Popes, N. 162: 
of the Holy Fathers, of general Councels, by the Cuſtom obſerved 
from the Apoſtles time unto his, who wrote in the year 1080, Proves 
that the Ele&ior of Biſhops by himt called Popes, belonged to the Clergy 
and to the People of the ſame Dioceſs, and that the moſt Pious Empe- 
rors Conſtantine, Conſtant, Valentinianws, Theodoſiowe, Honorizs, Carolus, 
Ladovicas, and other excellent men for Faith, and in Religion wever 
wolated ſuch a Cuſtom obſerved in the drag Sag ears from the Apoſtles 
time, and a Conſtitution of Carolas, and Ludovicws Pixs, being born 
or Contamed in the Chapitolar, that Biſhops ſhould beeleted by the Cler- 
gy and by the People of their own Dioceſs according to the Canors, faith, 
that this Conſtitution is moſy agreeable to that of the Holy Fathers,and 
noleſsthan if by the Nicene Conncel, or by any other Gemeral Synod it 
had been Promulgated by the Holy-Ghoſt, through the Mouth of thoſe 
Emperors, where 'tis ſeen that to take the EleCtion out of the Hands of 
Princes, they held for a Tradition, that, the imp aryo”; of which they 163. 
are willing now adayes, ſhould be Written by the Cammiſts, and Be- 
lieved by us, ſo that of neceſſity the Camoniſts muſt Err, orelſe the 
Allegations of the Biſhop of Lxcca haveerred : And if the Ordination 
of Biſhops in their Dioceſſes after the manner aforeſaid, was the Liberty 
of each one of the Churches, as the Fathers and the Councels taught, 
and granted them by our Lord Jeſws Chrift ; Let not thoſe talk ſo dif: 
orderly, who ſay the Court hath put all the Churches in Bondage under 
pretext of ending them their Liberty. | 
Seek this time, that having ſpoken in divers Occaſions of different 
wayes of gaining Eſtates tothe Churches, I toucht the manner of pre- «+ 
ſerving them, which is by Prohibiting all manner of Alienations; a thing atjenations. 
Diametrically contrary to that which the Primitive Church obſerv 
Wherefore if when 'twas Lawful by the Laws of the Prince, for the 
Churches to purchaſe Eſtates in Land,they might retain thoſe which were 164- 
given or —__ 'twas therefore in the Biſhops Liberty, not only to 
make uſe of the Incomes, but alſo to ſell the very Eſtates to diſcharge 
the neceſlary Expences in Maintaining the Miniſters and the Poor, as 
alſo togive or beſtow according to Exigenaes; And the Authority of 
Diſpenſator granted to the Biſbop, did not extend to the Frufts only, as 
at preſent, but alſo unto the Eſtate it ſelf, arid to other Chapters, which 
_ at firſt was Adminiſtred with Sincerity, ſo that there aroſe. no incon- 
yeniency thereby, and laſted a long time in Poor Churches, where the 
Eſtates being but ſmall, and the Biſhops of no great Authority, there 
was NO matter or cauſe of Tranſgrefſion : But in Rich Churches, and 
reat ones, where the Reputation Emboldened the Biſhops to attempt 
— which would not have been permitted unto all, and Abundance 
matter of being able to make uſe of ſome part Arbitrarily, the 
Bb 5 began to exceed the Bounds of Modeſty, from Diſpenſing, they 
came to Diſſipating, againſt which it was requiſite to my ; neither 
the Proviſion proceeded not from the Clergy-men, but from Secular 
men, to whoſe prejudiceit wasz For the Publick Eſtate of theCharch 15. 
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Protibitions. 


being leſlened, the Clergy were not ſuffered to take their Living, who 
were the firſt, but the Poor who remained to the laſt. | 

In the moſt. Principal Churches, which were Rozee, and Conffentve 
ple, the Proviſion wasallo firſt neccllary, wherefore Leo the Emperor, 
by a Law of his, Arno. 470, Prohibited the Church of Conitantinogle 
from every Alienation, and in the year 483, Baſilizs Cecina Prefet gs 
Pretorizs of King Odoacre m1 Rome, the See of Simplicius being Vacaug, 
by a Decree pies. m the Church, Ordained that the Eſtate of the Ro- 
man Church (ould not be Alienated, which was not found ſtrange by 
three Succeeding Popes, but in the year 502, Odoacre being extinct, 
and all his Power, Sr-rmacas the Pope Aſlembled a Councel of all 1ta- 
Iz, wherein he propoſed as a great Abſurdity, that a Lay-zrar: ſhould 


have made Conſtitutionsin the Church, and by Conſent of the Coun- 


ccl declared them Null :|But left it ſhould appear that this would tend 
to diſorder, a Decree was made in the Councel, that the Pope of Rowe 
and the other Miniſters of that Church, ſhould not be able to Alienate, 
ſpecifying that the Decree ſhould not oblige other Churches, but the Ro- 
man only. | 

The iolowing times ſhewed there was need of the ſame Law in all 
the Churches, wherefore Araitaſus extended Leo's Law to all the 
Churches ſubje&t to the Patriarch of Conitantinople, to all which he 
Prohibited the Power of Alienating. | 

But Juitinian the Emperor, in the year 535, made a Conititution Ge- 
z:eral tor all the Eaſtern, Weitern, and African Churches, and allo for 
all Pions Places, Prohibitng the Power of Alicnating, excepting only 
to Feed the Poor in caſt af extraordinary Famine, and to releaſe Prj- 
ſoners, in which Caſes Alienation was granted Contormable to the An- 
tient Cuſtom, of which $f, Ambroſe makes mention, that not only Pol- 
{cflions, but alſo the Vellels were fold for ſuch Cauſes. Fuitinian s Law 
in the Weſt was obſerved in following times, until that {ome remained 
under the Eaitern Empire, and there are many Epiſtles of St. Gregorres, 
which make mention of Eſtates Alienated for the Redemptian of 
Slaves. But from the times of Pelagine the 24, unto Adrian the 15F, 
for 200 years the Expence was incredible which the Rozear Church made 
for to les na it ſelf on the Lambards, as well to cauſe them to 
raiſe the Sieges, as that they ſhould not moleſt the Country, and Sr. 
Gregory gives good Teſtimony of it 1n his time - The Doctrine which 
runs at preſent was not then in Credit, .that Eccleſiaſtical 'Eſtates are 
exempt from Common. neceſhities, but quite Contrary thoſe were 
the firſt that were to be expended before they came to lay Contributt- 
ons upon private Houſes, | 

Much leſs did it ever come into thought of putting into Contraver- 
fie the Authority of Princes, about ——_ Laws; becauſe befides the 
perpetual obſervance, there was the ſolid Foundation, that theſe were 
the Churches Goods, that. is, belonging to the Common, and to the 
Congregation of the Faithful, ſo that it concerned the proper Office of 
the Prince, to procure the Conſervation of them. 

Afterwards, when the Eavpire was Eſtabliſhed on Charlemaiv, the Ro- 
max Laws remaining wahout, any ey the abuſe returned, whereup- 
on. divers Prokibitions were made by divers Councels, cluefly in Fraxce 
where the Dilhpation was greater... |: -; Ele |. 

But after that, the Rawoy! Popes had aſſumed the greateſt ſhare of the 


| Government of other Churches, ſecing that a General Prohibition 


wrought 
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wrought bur little Effet, the Prelates wanting no Pretexts, to except 
every particular caſe from the Common Law, they made divers Ordi- 
.nances from the year 1000, unto the year 1250, preſcribing certain 


little Forms of Solemnity, which ſerved for a Bridle, and for an Impe- 


 diment. But in this time whereof we ſpeak, Iwnocert the 4th, began 
to declare Nxf! the Alienations made without thoſe Conditions, and 
Gregory the 10th, in the Conncel at Lions Amno. 1274, Ordained they 
ſhould not be able to Alienate, without leave from the Pope, beſides 
the Solemnitics aboveſaid alſo ; which hath been obſerved, and is ſtull 
obſerved unto our dayes, never granting any Alienation but upon evi- 
dent Urility, which hath not wanted for thoſe who have noted it for 
an expreſs Iniquity, ſeeing that in Contrads never any man ſecks for 0- 
ther, than for Equality, and more cannot be, but with detriment to a- 
nother, ſpecially the Camoniſts, to ſpecify what thing this Utility ought 
to be, which the Church ought to receive in Alienation, ſome ſay it 
ought to be the Fourth part, others the Third part of the Value; So 
that they quite left off ſelling, to feed the Poor in time of extraordi- 
nary Famine, or to redeem Captives, it being Interpreted to be a dam- 
mage, and not an Utility to the Church. Thus things are turned abour, 
that which heretofore was a work of a high PerfeQion in Chriſtians, as 
ſelling, and giving to the Poor, would now be ſfubjx& to grievous Cen- 
ſures, but Perfe&ion is in retaining Eccleſiaſtical Eſtates, which much 


170. 


leſs cannot be exchanged without Evident Utility, and the Probibiti- atale of Pre 
ons for Ahenating, which were'made againſt the Clergy-men, in favour hibirions. | 


-- the Laity, are turned about againſt the Laity, in favour of the 
ergy. 
: Bot returning to the Declaration of Clement the 4thand 5th, and to 
.the Common Dodrine, that the Pope may Concur, and prevent every 
Collator of Berefices, this was of no great Profit, ſaving inthe Vacant 
Benefices of the Neighbouring places to the Court, ſo that the Vacancy 
might be ſpeedily known there, for as — thoſe at a Diſtance, his 
being able to Concur, or to prevent, was of little uſe, becauſe before 
it could be known at Court, the Proviſion was made by the Ordinary, 
and had iflued the Effe&, or caſt Lots: Wherefore 'twas invented, that 
which became a total Mutation in the matter of Berefices, and deſtroys 


totally the Antient Inſtizption of all rhe Catholick Church, this is the gefervations, 


Reſervation, which is a Decree whereby the Pope declares before a Benefice 
becomes Vacant, that when it ſhall be Vacant, no men ſhall confer it, and 
the Collation which any one ſhall make, is to be of none Effed. And be- 
cauſe this is an odious matter as the Gloſs ſaith well, to make it be re- 
ceived by the World, and ſwallowed down GIL In mits begin- 
ning uſed ſparingly, by reaſon the ablolute Reſervation ſeemed too 
hard, which Clement the 4th had made of the Vacanti ix Curia, where- 
upon Gregory the 10th reſtrained ix to a month only, permitting the 
ordinary Provifions might be made after that. Clement the 5th added 
thereunto the Reſervation of the Cathedral Church, and of St. Cros's 
Monaſtery im Bordeaux for once; Pope John: the 22d;his $uccelior ſtretcht 
the Step- alittle farther, and made a Conftitution to Reform the Pl- 
rality of Benefices, Prohibiting the keeping of more than one Curate, 
and another without a Cure with Diſpenſation, excepting the Cardinals, 
Commanding that he who had (hould them, and for the 


fature that he who had one Cured thould receive ano- 
ther, wasto reſignup the Firſt, A” Woe 
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I75. 


be reſerved to his Diſpoſal ; The Bu/tor the apparent end of taking 
away the Plurality of Benefices, was a ſpecious Reſervation, though 
1t had no other end than the Profit of the Court, pafked away as a 
thing acceſlory, and which ſeemed ar firſt ſight without Burthen, becauſe 
as yet the end whereto it tended was not diſcovered. 

Here 'tis neccflary to make a little Halt, becauſethis Pope gave many 
Eyamples unto his Succeſlors for the Collationing of Berefices, which 
Is to heap up Treaſures ; He divided many Bilhopricks, and when a 
Rich Berefice became Vacant, he was wont to pive 1t to a man who al- 
ready had another ſomewhat interior to it, giving that which was Va- 
cant to another, prevailing ſo far in this manner, that ſomerimcs for one 
Vacant, he made fix Proviſions or Promotions, by transferring alwayes 
from one leſs Rich, to another more Rich, and by providing the leaſt 
or Pooreſt with a new Beneficiated ; fo that all were Contented and all 
paid. He invented alſo the Arnate or firſt Fruits, aburthen upon Be- 
ncfices never heard of before him, and which for ſometimes Created ye- 
ry grcat Scandals. When Emperors or Kings Confterrd any Berefices, 
it thoſe who aſpired to them made any Donative, or clſe Contracted 
with the Prince| or with his Miniſters, to give any ſhare of the Fruits 
and Incomes of the Berefices for to Obtain them, this was then moſt 
ſharply rebuked by the Popes, who called it an unlawful thing, alledging 
the Goſpel; Gratis accepiitis, gratis date, and calling the Recent of 
gifts, or of a part of the Fruits, a ſale of Spiritual things, and a Con- 
tract by Symone, ſome proceeding to call it Hereſte, though lome were 
not wanting in thoſe times to give their Opinion, and ſay, that the Mi- 
niſtery of Chriſt, and the Authority of /ooſirg and binding was a ditfe- 
rent thing from the Poſlefſion of Temporal things annexed to a Berefice, 
and that by reaſon of this Temporality, it was not difagrecing, that 
the Prince ſhould receive ſome ſhare for the neceſlities of the Common 
Wealth, and of this a Solemn Diſpute was alſo made. 

But this Anſwer ſatisfied not Pious and learned men; for although 
the Revenue of Benefices be a Temporal thing, yet the Right and Title 
by which they | are Poſleſſed, ts a Spiritual thing : It appeared to all 
m<n, and ftill it doth appear, that with good Reaſons theſe Methods 
of the Popes were reproved , and called Sizzony. This Defect was 


made uſe of for' the firſt Pretext for taking away the Colation of Be- 


refices from Princes. But the Pope of Rome, having by the Progreſ- 
ſes above written, gained t part of the Power whereot the Empe- 
rors were ſpoyled ; John the 22d, Amo. 1316. Ordained that for three 
years, every man who Obtained a Berefice of a greater Income than | 
24 Ducats, ought at the Expedition of his Bu// pay a years Revenue 

The three years being expired, the ſame was continued as well by him, 


_ as by his Succeſſors, although ſome Reſiſtance was made in divers pla- 


ces, and in ſome others they were received to pay half a years Rent 
only, and in other places a certain ſort of Berefices, was only obliged 
to pay, the others remaining excepted. | : 
The bringing in of this, was accounted very Burdenlome © pri- 
vate Families, the years Revenue being paid by the Beneficyed or In- 
cumbent out of the Houſhold Stock, there being a Hazard that he 
may dye before he makes good that money to the Family, and Princes 
found it a great | grievance to their Government, ſuch a notable ſhare 
of the Caſh being drawn out of their Dominion, | og receiving any 
Profit for it, and ſo muck the more grievous, © this Work is accom- 


r 
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'by Fra Paolo Sarpi. 'F ] Gy 


panyed with the Expence of Buf/s, Diſpenſations, and Preſents or Grfts 
beforehand, all which carry away the Money which is the ſinew of 
Potency , and it never returns as it doth by way of other Com- | 
When this Novelty was introduced by the Pope, the ordinary Per- N. 176. 
ſons could not perceive what difference there was betwixt this Pay- 
ment, and that which was ſo much blamed in thoſe dayes when Princes 
beſtowed Benefic es, but learned men in thoſeprinnitive times Condemn- 
ed it univerſally, as favouring too much of S:izeory. 
In Progreſs of time, ſome men ſtudied wayes to juſtify it, ſo that 
they were divided, one ſort rebuking it as a thing unlawful, Simonia- 
cal, and forbidden by Divine and by Humane Laws, others Commend- 
Ing it as a thing Lawful, yea necellary and due to the Pope of Rome, 
theſe proceeding fo far as to defend that the Pope may not only demand 
a years Fruits, but more alſo, as he that is abſolute Patron, yea of all 
the Fruits, not of one part only, who they allo ſay cannot commit Si- 
mony for any Contradt he ſhall make in the Collation of: Bexefices 5 And 
certainly if he were Patron asthey ſay, the Conſequence would be clear, 
becauſe every man may Contract tor his own, in what manner ſcemsbeſt 
| to him, without doing wrong to any one 3 but neither God nor the 15, 
. Wor'd ſeem to conſent to it. This Pope was fo intent in drawing mo- 
| ny from every thing, that in twenty years Popedows, he heaped up an 
incredible Treaſure : Certain it 1s, that in his Expences, and Gifts, he 
was no more ſtraightned than his Predeceflors, and yet he left 25 Mii- 
ons at his Death. John: Villano relates that to one of his Brethren of 
the Colledge of Cardinals after the Popes Death, Charge was given to 
| make an Inventory of the gon which he found to be 18 Mifons in 
Coyned Mony, and ſeven M;4iors 1n Vellels and in Ingots weighed by 
him | | 


_— 


The Firit jear Fruits in his Inſtitution from Pope Fohn the 224, Ex- - 4114 
tended but unto Berefices which were Conferrd, and which were paid h 
| for in the Expedition. of By//s, a thing which Continued unto that 
; time ; but afterwards there was alſo laid an Obligation upon all Benef- 
ces, to pay the. firif year Fruits or Revenue every 15 years, becaute 178 
| that being united unto Monaiteries, Hoſpitals, or to Pioxs places, they : 
| never become Vacant, which Impolition was therefore called 2xindex- Nindenninm. 
ziume, which Paul the 24 about the year 1470, Conſtituted only con- 
cerning Benefices united after the year 1417, by the Pope of Rome, but 
P | the 4th extended or enlarged it likewile to all the Bezefices united 
before, and S;xtw the 5th Comprehended not only thoſe united by the 
Apoitolical See, but alſo thoſe which had been united by Legates, Nuz- 
cio's, Biſhops, and by others. | 

| But returning to the firſt Original of theſe year Incoms or Fruits, 
thoſe who oppoſed againſt the Invention of Johx the 224, with zeal of 
hindring that the year-Fraits might paſs no turther, they have not on- 
ly brought about his Defign, but have been the Caule of. defending 
and extending it alſo; even as ſome who then oppoſed the Reſervation, 
brought forth a contrary Effe&, the Popes never failing to get any A- 
buſe whatever to be Juſtifyed by Do&rnnes; Wherefore after this Be- 
wedid ws the 12th, Anxo 1335, under pretence of being willing to pro- 
vide or furniſh Livings with fitting Perſons, he ed to his own 
Diſpoſal and Providing for his Life time only, all the Bexefices Vacant 7 
in Curia, as had been formerly, and alſo all thoſe which became 79: 
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Vacant by Privation of thoſe who were Bemeficiated, or clſe by Tranſ- 
lation unto another _— and alſo all thote which were rerornced in 
the Court, and all the Berefices of Cardinals, of the Court Officers, of 
Legates, Nuncio's, and of other Re&ors, and Treaſurers of the Roman 
Church-Lands, ikewiſe the Benefices of thoſe who went to Court up- 
on Buſineſs, if in going or coming they happened to die within 40 
miles Diſtance of the Court, and likewiſe all thoſe which became Vacant 
becauſe the Poſleflors of them had received another Berefice. Theſe 
Reſervations Comprehended a multitude of Berefices, reſtraining much 
the Power of the Ordinaries, and they cauſed many Bernefices to be 
ſetled upon Forrainers, this was received however becauſe the Reſerva- 
tion was only for during his Life. Yet 'tis never to be believed that a 
thing uſeful to him that Governs, inſtituted for ſome ſhort ſpace of _ 
time, ſhould remain 'Circumſcribed thereby 3 For Benedi&us the 12th 
being dead, Clemert the 6th his Succeſſor made the ſame Reſerve; where- 
fore the King of England, Edward the 3d perceiving that for this 
Cauſe and by reaſon of Reverfions, all the Bezefices of the Kingdom fell 


_ unto Forrainers. He Commanded upon pain of Death that the Popes 


Beneficyal Proviſions ſhould not be received within his Kingdom. The 
Pope wrote to the King, ſhewing ſorrow tor it, deſiring he would for- 
bear. The King anſwered beſeeching the Pope to Reform the things 
which were a ſhame to the Church, and a ſcandal to the People : ad- 
ding further that his Predeceſlors had Enriched the Churches, which 
by the Proviſions and Impoſitions of Roxze are Polleſled by Strangers 
and unworthy men, contrary to the mind and intention of the Teſta- 
tors, whereby th: Kingdom alſo became weakened, That the Pope 
ought to feed and not ſhear the Sheep, that heretofore the Kings gave 
the Berefices, that they have granted the Election unto the Clergy, up- 
on the Popes Petition, and now the Popes will take away the Election 
introduced by them, and uſurp it to themſelves. Wherefore 'twill be 
convenient to return to the firſt Inſtitution, that Berefwes are to be 
conferr'd by Princes | 

This Contention which laſted while the Pope was living, was occaſi- 


on that Innocent the 6th Succellor to Clement revoked all his Reſervati- 


ons, by a Conſtitution of his, which begins: PASTORALIS. 
The ſame at preſent is not to be found, but many famous Caromifs make 
mention of it, the like hath happened to many others, whereby the A- 
buſes, and the Uſurpations would be made manifeſt, as in I1ke manner 
all things were taken out of the Glofes, which favour not the Court, 
but the expurgatory /ndex's made with the Doctors ſhew worſe, bc- 
ſides the fitting them for his Intereſts or purpoſes before they were ex- 
poſed to the Preſs. | . 
| But few years after they were reſtored again, wherefore Edward Ay. 
1373, ſent an Ambaſſador to Gregory the 11th, at Avignon, making 
Inſtance that the Reſervations ſhould be quite annulld. The Buſineſs 
was taken in hand, which laſted two years, atlaſt in the year 1375, the 
Pope Annulld them totally. en 
But he being dead, the beginning of the great Schiſm happened in 
the year 1378, by which there being two Popes, there were allo two Ro- 
man Courts, and the Expences or Charges were Duplicated, and thoſe 
alſo were much greater than Ordinary, through the neceſfitics of ſpend- 
ing which the Popes had for the Perſecuting of one another, and for 
the defending themſelves againſt one another, whereby cach of rm. 
| | et 


| 
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ſet on foot all the wayes imaginable for the raiſing of Money, and S- 
Mony was mo(t manifeſt in cach of the Courts, Benefices being freely 
ſold, and they took all they could out of the Harids of the Oyd:- 
AAdries. : 
' The Roman Court had not openly diſcovered it ſelf umil thistime, 

for they aimed at nothing ee but at Morey, of all their undertakings 
the Cauſe was rendred with ſome appearance or ſhew of providing bet- 
ter for the Churches than the Qrdinaries did, or elſe of providi ain 
deſerving Perſon with a Benefice, But Urbax the 6th declared fimſelf 
why 'twas introduced into Berefices with Ordaining, that the Impetra- 
tion ſhould be Invalid, if mention were not made of the value of the 


Benefice. Heretofore the Bemefice was chictly given for Spiritual things, 


N. 183. 


the Temporals became Accelſlones, then of the Spirituals there was no 


mention made, the Charge or Office was not Conſidered; but the E- 
molument. | | | 

The fame Inſtitution laſted alfo unto our dayes, arid Authority being 
given to Nancios, to Confer ſome of the leſler Berefices, by the value 
of the Incomes it is determined which are the great, and which are the 
little ones : And in the Reſervation of Monafteries there is no care ofthe 
Spiritual, thoſe are Reſerved which exceed the value of 200 Crowns, 
and the 1nferior ones left free. Thisſerves to the end, the Chamber may 
receive the Annata or Fruits more exadtly, for if two men impetrate 
one HBerefice, and' one of them expreſſes the value to be greater thari 
the other, the Bus or Papal Breives of him that cxpreſt the leſs, will 
be in vain, and thoſe of the greater will be attained. 8 

Some ſay this is an expoling it to a fale or _— and piving to 
whom bids moſt, others fay it is to the end the Chamber may not be 
defrauded of its Right, but this Conſideration belongs to the Chapter 
of Firit-Fraits. 


Coming back to the time of the Schifm, no man denyes but the Diſ- 


orders in the Roman Coirts were great, which encreaſed alſo the more, 
becauſe ſome Kingdoms and Provinces, Scandalized at fuch various and 
different Methods, they teduced themſelves to acknowledge neither of 
the two Popes, whereupon it behooved them to raiſe and receive from 
thoſe which remained, as much as from all. | 

Germany refuſed to remain Subje& to the Reſervations and ExpeZan- 
ties or Reverſjons, and the Ordinaries Conferr'd Bexefices without any 
Regard to the Ordinances of Rowe. On the Contrary Innocent the 71h 
| for this Caule in the year 1359, ſent a Legate into Germany, to give 
new Bulls or Papal Letters to thoſe who were gotten in by the Epiſ- 
copal; Collation, paying them for them, and to caufe them to make 
Compoſition for the Fruits received, leaving ſome _m unto the. 
Chamber, but by this means rhuch Money being like to go out 


of Germany, the Emperor Charles the 4th oppoſed it, and Prohibi- 
ted the Extraction, ſaying, 'twas requiſite to Reform the Cuitoms of tlie 
Clergy, not the Purſes. All theſe Confuſions encreaſed more and more. 
when there came on the third Pope inthe year 1409, to whom although 
the French did adhere, and yielded Obedience, nevertheleſs they ſtuck _ 


184. 


. 189, 


cloſe to one of the Kings EdifFs made 3 years before, by which they | | 


Prohibited the Reſervations, the firif-Frarts, and other exations of 


the Court, until that by a Lawful general Councel might be'provid- 


ed for. 
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Reſighations. 


The King was not very Capable of -the Government, but Lewis Duke 
of Orleans who Governed him, was Author of all the Edits, wherefore 
he being Kid 'twas cafie for Pope John the 23d to regain Authority - 
for Conterring Berefices in France, ing to the King, tothe Yreer, to 
the Dolphiz, and to the Houſe of Brrg»ndy, the nomination of moſt 
of their Servants, and then prevailing with the Remainder, preſerv'd 
it until the Death of that King, wherefore Charles the 7th his Son who 
Succeeded him, renew'd the Edid&-. 

| In Hel alfo there were made ſeveral Proviſions by divers States in 
different manners, all which tended to take away the Abuſes. Baldws 
teſtifies that as much as the Bologreſes made Beneficyal Proviſions, and 
Particularly Ordained that they ſhould not be Conterr'd, ſaving only 
upon the Natives of that City, and of the Country belonging to it, 
neither were the Popes much eſteemed by them, for Johr the 23d be- 
ingin Florence with his Court, a certain diſorder aroſe about the Colla- 
tion of a Berefice, for which that Common-wealth deprived him of 
the Power of Conferring Berefices in their State for five years, | 

In theſe times. were invented inextricable Clauſes to be put into Bud, 
as making a difference between Petitions Signed by Conceſſur, and thoſe 
which are Signed by Fiat, between the dulpatches with the Clauſe Motu 

Proprio with others, and the Clauſe Arteferri,, which makes the better 
Conditions, from which Invention ſeveral Bu//s were Obtained upon 
the ſaid Bexefice, and beſides the morc Fruits paid, there aroſe Law-ſuits- 
alſo, which were to be handled at Rome, with the Benefit of the Court. 
There was added, the Copſtityting of another Antagoniſt at Law, if 
he dyed, that the end of him might not be the end of the Law-ſuit, 
but by his Death there was taken or received another years Revenue, 
and the Continuation of the Law-fuit, - which waar "hw alſo, the 
Clauſes were invented, S7 alter; : Si nentri : Si nulfi : Whereby the Be- 
xefice was given to a third man alſo, but only during the Law-ſuit or 
Conteſt of the two firſt, which Conſtrained Princes, for the Remov- 
ing of Contfuſjons, Diforders, and Contentions amongſt their Subjects, 
to bring back to the Secular Bar, or Court, the Cognizance of the Pof- 
ſefſorio of the Bemefices, a thing, which although Legitimate, had been 
by the Connivance of Princes taken away from the Secular Magiſtrates, 
and Aflumed by the Eccleſiaſtical Court. | | | 

From the Proviſions which were made by ſome Princes to ſtop the 
new Introdu&ions into matters Beneficial within ther Dominions, the 
Court took occaſion to-invent others, as well to work the ſame Etfects 
under other Pretexts, as to Multiply methods whereby they might do, 
and therewith ſupply what they could not do, where Proviſion was 
made. q | | 
- In theſe times Refggrations were found out, not good and Commen- 
dable ones, for they are very Antient, but | certain others, which the 
World at preſent mends not. 1.1 SE 

_ It was never Lawful for him, who was put into an Eccleſiaſtical 

Charge, to leave it of his own Authority,and it was very agreeable that 
he we had dedicated himſelf to a Miniſtery, and had recerved the. Re- 
Ward for it, which was the Bezefice, ſhould perſevere Adminiſtring, ne- 
verthele for ſome Lawful Canfes it might happen to be necdlary, or 
at leaſt for the Publick, or, for the Private chbg, that ſome one might 
deveſt himſelf of it, 'twas introduced for a Cuſtom that it might be, 
and with the Authority of the Superior for ſome Lawful Cauſe, he may 

| 1 renounce, 
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renounce 3 and the Cauſes wherein 'twas pradtized were, if th In- 
firmity of mind or of Body, or became incapable by old Age, or ifb 

enmity of Potent Perſons on the place, he could not make his Reft- 
dency without Danger. . When the Remnnciation was received by the 
Biſhop, the Berefice was eſteemed as Vacant, and he to whom the Col- 
lation belonged Conterrd it in the fame manner, as if it had been Ve- 


cant by Death. The Remunciat was introduced in theſe times, not for 


| any urgent Cauſe, but only to bring to paſs that the Berefice might be 


Conferrd upon one nominated by the Renunciator, and as unto a new 


thing, it behooved alſo to give it a new Name, calling it Reſignatio ad 
fevorem, becaule it was only made to favour the Reſignation, that he 
might have the Berefice, 'tis indeed at the Superiors Liberty, to receive 
the Renunciation or not, but he cannot receive it, but by giving the 
Benefice to the Perſon Nominated. | | 

Although this was a way for introducing Hereditary Succeſſion unto 
Benefices, and therefore Dammageable umo the Eccleſiaſtical Order, it 
proved more profitable to the Court, by how much the more frequent- 
ly the Berefice was Conferrd, and by it the firit-Fruits Receiv'd. Co- 
vetouſneſs and other Worldly Afﬀections taught many to crave for, and 
to recave Berefices, not with a mind to continue in them, but with 
thoughts of enjoying them until they could obtain better, or elſe un- 
tit ſome deſign of Marriage, or other kind of Life were brought abour, 
or elſe until ſome Youth might come of Age, at which he might after- 
wards. renounce, a thing which by Pious men was never excuſed, and 
'tis held for a Common Opinion, that wholoever receives a Berefice with 
a deſign of Renouncing it, cannot with a good Conſcience receive the 
Fruits, which ſome of a larger Conſcience, they do not mean ſo gene- 
rally of all, but of thoſe only who do it with an intent to forfake the 
Clerical Order. , | 

As for Renouncings ad Favorem, which became Emoluments to the 
Recever, the Court that the Fruit might be all its own, Prohibited 
the Biſhops from receiving ſuch Renouncings, and reſerved that the 
Pope of Rome only was able to do it. | 

And becauſe many Bereficed men when they felt themſclves near un- 
to Death, madethemſelves a Succeſlor by ſuch a way, 'twas 'Ordained 
by a Rule of Chancery, that the Renouncing made in favour of ano- 
ther, by a ſick Bexeficed man ſhould not be a, value, unleſsthe Renoun- 
cer Survived twenty dayes after Conſent granted. | 

In theſe times the Fountain of the Oblations of the Faithful, ſeem- 
ed to be drained or leſſened already while the War of the Holy Land 
laſted, and afterwards for ſome years, whilſt there was hopes that it 
might be renew'd, o_ which means much Gold came unto the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Order, but all hopes being loſt, the Oblations were ſtopt 2 
Nevertheleſs Example was taken by this work, and the giving Indal- 
* gences, Remiſſions, and Conceſſions introduced for thoſe who would lay 
hold on, and Contribute thereunto by ſome good and Pious work, tor 
daily there were new works Inftituted for each City, for which I»dul- 
gence was granted from Rome; this brought forth much Fruit to the 
Clerical Order, and to the Court which did partake of it, and this went 
ſo far that in the year 1517, there ſprang up in Germany the Novelty 
which every one knows, Pope Pius the 5th Provided for our Ageby 
a Conſtitution, whereby he Annull'd all the Ind /gences granted by the 
Clauſe of Helping-hands , that s, with Obligation to offer y, 

| - 


I90. 


91; 


66 


Of Beneficiary Matters 


N. 193. 


F; ol 
" : 
, | 
' 


195. 


a thing which hath not yet ſtopt the Courſe of this Harveſt. 

For although I»dulgences are now given without that Condition, 

nevertheleſs in Churches are ſet forth Cheſts, and, Trunks, and 

the People believe no Pardon to be Obtained , unleſs they Of- 

| But returning to theſe years of the Schiſm, for what Concerns the 

gaining or _ of new Incomes, and ſetled Eſtates for the Church- 
m 


. es, the wy to be quite loſt. The Monks already had no more 


Credit of Holyeſs, the Fervency of the Sacred Militia not only Luke- 
warm, but Extinct. The Fryars Mendicarts, (for all were inſtituted af- 
ter the year 1200) had therefore Credit, becauſe they had totally de- 
veſted themſelves of the Power of Purchaſing Eſtates, and made a vow 
to liveupon/ Oblations only, and Alms ; whereby it appeared that the 
Augmentation of ſetled Eſtates would Ceafe,but a good way was found 
out, which was the granting tothe Merdicart Fryars by a Priviledge 
from the Apoſtolick See, to be able to purchaſe Eſtates, which by Vow 
and by Inſtitution was Forbidden them, many of their devout Perſons 
were moſt ready to Ennich them, there wanted nothing but the man- 
ner how, this found out, immediately the Converts of Mendicants in 
Ttaly, Spain, and other. Kingdoms were become very Commodious 11 
Eſtates within a ſhort time. Frarce only Oppoſed this Novelty, fay- 
ing, that as they were come into the Kingdom with thoſe Inſtitutions 
wy it behooved they ſhould perſevere in the ſame, neither 
would they ſuffer them hitherto to purchaſe, whereas in ſome other 
places their Acquifitions have been very Notable, chiefly in the times 
of the Schiſm, when all the Remainder of the - Clerical Order were in 
ſmall Credit. | | | 
The Schiſze of the Conncel of Conftance was raifed, one of the Popes 
having renounced, and the other two being deprived, and Martin the 
5th was Elected in Councel, Aro. 1417, alt were in hopes, that by the 
Councel, and by the Pope all theſe diſorders in Beneficial matters would 
be Regulated, and indeed rhe Councel propoſed to the Pope the Arti- 
cles for Reforming the Reſervations, the firif-Fruits, the Favours, the 
Expe@ancies, or Soverfows, the Commendirngs and the Collationings, but 
the new Pope and the Court deſtring to return home, and all the Fa- 
thers of the Councel being weary of the long Abſence from their Hou- 
ſes, the treating of a matter fo difficult which required ſo much time, 
was eafily put off till the next Councel, which was intimated to be Ce- | 
kebrated in Pavia five years after, which moved the French to be un- 
willing to expe a new Counce}, wherefore 'twas ordered by a Decrce 
of the Parliament, that zo Obedience ſhould be yielded to the Pope, un- 
leſs the Kines Edit were firſt Intimated aud accepted by him, which E- 
dit took away the Reſervations, and the Exattions of Money, therefore 
Martin having ſent a Nuncio to give the King an Account of his Elc- 
ion, the King anſwered, he would have accepted it upon Condition 
that EleQtive Berefices were Conferrd by Election, and the Reſervations 
and the Reverſfors were taken away. 0 
- The Pope was Content for that time, but in wal 1422, having 
gained the favour of fomeof 'the Univerſity, he endeavoured to cauſe 
the Reſervations to be recewed, however bs won Þ obtain pn, 
and proceeded agamft his Promoters by Imprifonment. Lhe Pope 
laid ref roy ven Eons, and the Plekpateat Ordered it ſhould not 
be ſerved, and the Contention laſted until the year 1424, ws 
| ing 
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Kiny Compounded with the Pope, that his Holyneſs ſhould have the 
Collations until that time for Lawful, and for the future all Commands 
thould be received 3 But the Atturney and the Advocate General with 
many of the Lords Oppoſed the Execution of it, and having Repre- 
ſented to the King the dammage of the Kingdom, they made this Agree- 
ment with the King, to vaniſh into Smoak. 

In this Interval the Councel of Ravie was held, which after begun, N. 196. 
was transferr'd to Sierz, and diſpatch'd with great Celerity, nothing of 
moment being Treated thercin, but only hope given that in the Coun- 
cel to be Celebrated ſeven years after at Baſel, all ſhould be Reformed. 

At the end of which ſeven years Martin dyed, and Eugenizs the 4th 
Succeeded in the Popedom, under whom in the Counc:l of Baſe! Aro. 
1431, the ſo much neceſlary and defired Proviſion was made againſt 
diſorders in matters of Bemefrces, the Reſervations were Prohibited cx- 
cept the Vacanti in Curia, the Reverſions, the firit-Fruits, and al/other 
ExaGions of the Coxrt were alſo Prohibited. | 
The Pope ſeeing his Power reſtrained, and his Wealth not able to 
Support, he Oppoſed the Conncel, he endeavourd to transfer it elſe- 
where, to a place where he might manage the Prelates, which being re- 
pugnant to them, he could not Succeed, and many Contentions paſt 
between the Pope and the Coxnncel, wherein Pious men Interpoling them- - 
ſelves by daily Labour, found out a Medium, but at laſt being fully 197. 
rclolved to provide againſt Extorſions of Money, and the Pope to pre- 
{crve his Authority, and Conveniency, they came to an irreconcilable 
Breach. The Pope Annull'd the Counce}, the Conncel deprived the Pope, 
and choſe another, whereupon a Schiſm grew in the Church. That 
Conncel was accepted in France and in Germany, and inthe year 1438, 1439: 
there was Publiſhed in France that Famous Pragmatica, whereby the 
Elections were reStored to the Chapters, and the Colations to the Ordi- 
| aries, and Reſervations were forbidden as in the Conncel of Baſel. That 
| Conncel was not received in Italy, where all adhered to the Pope, fo 
p that Reſervations took footing, and every Pope renew'd them without 
þ . difficulty, and Introduced new Grievances belides in the Collation of 
: Benefices, none of them ever moderating himſelf, unleſs when a Me- 
- thod was found to work the ſame Etic& by an eaftier way : Julizs the 
24, and Leo the 10th introduced - Mental Reſervations, which they fo 
called, and by another name, Reſervations in the Breait, which were 
not made publick like the reſt, neither were they known, unleſs when 192, 
a Benefice became Vacant, if the Ordinary Conterr'd it, or-if any one 
went to crave it, the Datary anſwered, that the Pope had reſerved it in 
his mind, a method or faſhion which laſted ſome years, but then 'twas 
Ictt off, \becauſe it became incommodious to the Conrt of Rome allo. 
All other methods were carryed on to excels, for as touching Reſegn4- 
tions in Favorem introduced heretofore ,and praftized, there was adde( 
the Reſigning the Title only of the Bexefice,. reſerving to himſclt all 
the Fruits thereof, which in exiſtence was nothing elfe, but remaining 
Patron of the Berefice juſt as before it was renounced, he Conſjituting 
to himſelf a Succetior, who was in Name Titnlar, before the Death of 
the Renouncer, but in Fact he had no Right, and that the new 1ztalar 
Perſon (who having a mind to gather the Fruits for the behoof of 
the Renouncer) might not make himſelf Maſter of any thing, there 
was added alſo, that not only all the Fruits were Referved to the Re-. 
nouncer,; but alſo that he might exa&t them by his own Authority. _ | 
I | x c 
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There was nothing which might make the Reſegnator different from 
the entire Patron, but that if in Caſe the Titular dyed before him, al! 
the Fruits of the Berefice remained to him, but he could no more cre- 


ate himſelf a Succellor, and the Title might be given by the Collator 


to _—_ he pleaſed that ſhould Succeed | atter the Renouncers 
Death. | | 

The Court wanted not for an Excellent Remedy for this likewile, 
which was the Regreſs. | 

In the Primitive times of the Church there was a Holy and a Com- 
mendable Cuſtom, that when a man was appointed to a Church, he e- 
ver left his Charge in all his Life, tor to have a BRenefice of greater In- 
come or of greater Honour ; it ſeemed enough tor every one to per- 
form the beſt of his Officez ſometimes for neceſſity, when there was 
not a fit Perſon| for a great Charge, the Superior took one who was 
Occupyed ina Leſs, and by Obedience transterr'd him to the Greater, 
a thing which afterwards was fought after by ſome, either tor greater 
Commodiouſneſs or for Profit, whereby the Tranſlation which was un- 
uſual, became moſt Cuſtomary, and the Sollicitation of every one was 
ſuch, to raiſe his Degree, that oftentimes having left that in Pollcilion, 
and impctrated for another, his Impetration |proving vitious, he has 
been deprived of both, which being inconvenient, Cuſtom obtained, 
that if the Impetration of the ſecond place could not take Effc&t, the 
Perſon Bereficyed might return to the firſt without more ado, and this 
was called the Reereſs. | 

In like manner to this there was invented the granting a Facwlty to 
the Reſrenart, that when-ever the Reſggratory ſhould dye or Renounce 
the Title, he might withont more ado return to the Reſigned Berefice, 
and by his own Authority take Poticſhon anew, and make it his own 
as if he had never renounced it; and 1t he ſhould not have taken to 
himſelf the firſt Poſſeſſion of the Renouncement (in which caſe the 
Regreſs cannot take place) he may by Acceſs, and by Ingrels take Poſ- 


ſeſhon likewiſe by his own Authority, without any other Miniſtry of 


the Judge, and this is called a Regreſs. Therefore the receiving and 
the admitting the Renouncements upon thele Conditions, and therewith 
to give Title to the Reſignatory, hath never been permitted by the 
Pope of Rome to others, but hath reſerved it to himſelt only. This 


Method was Condemned by all the Writers, chictly by the On7ver/ty of 


France, and Prohibited by the Parliament, neither could it be cover- 
cd with any fair Pretext of Antiquity, whercfore there were ſome who 
made a Conſcience and were aſhamed to ule it, for whole ſatisfaction 
there was found out another of an Antient Original, but according to 
Cuſtom fitted for the preſent Occaſions. | 

This was the Coadjutory, a moſt Anticent and a moſt Commcndable 
Cuſtom there was in the Churches, that when any Viniltcr, or Pre- 
late, or other became unable or leſs fit to perform his Charge through 
old Age, or by Infirmity of Mind or of Body, or for other Cauſe he 
took to himſelf, or the Superior gave him an Aſſiſtant, who together 
with him might bear the Burden, but he had nothing ro do with the 
Office or Berefice, but whilſt he lived, whoſe Coadjutor he was, who 
being Dead, a new 17tular one was made. © | 

This Proviſion was alwayes Commended, and never was any Oppo. 
ſition made againlt 1t. | 


Aftcr- 
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Afterwards twas Confidered, that if it were Ordered, that the Coed- 
Jutor might Succeed, a greater Benefit would ariſez Firſt he would 
be more diligent in managing 2 thing which was to be his own, 0- 
thers would love him, and would repute him more as their own, than 


another 3 upon Which the Coadjatoy was thade with a Succeſſion to 


come, a thing which had Defenders and Oppoſers. "Twas _— 

by ſaying, os every Succeſſion in Eccleliaſtical Berefices ts Condemna- 

Mo offers Occafion of procuring or deſiring another mans 
ath. 

_ 'Twas defended with the Famous Example of $t. Auguſtin, who by 
Valerius his Predeceſſor was made Coadjuter with future Succethon, 
which Example ferves not very well, becauſe St. Auguſtin himfelf blames 
It afterwards, and would not follow it, and was not aſhamed to ſay 
that it was done by him and by his Predecefior out of Ignorance. But 
inthe times we ſpeak of, =P not only gave Coedjutors with fuxute 
Succeſſion, unto Prelates, and to others which have Adminiſtration,but 
allo in ſingle Berefices, where txno need of being Aſliſted, ſo that the Coad- 
Jutor retains only the Name, there being ing Real, but the fit- 
ture Succeſſion, which is a thing fo abhorred by the Caons. 

"Twas praQtized or uſed in riches, that whatſoever Beneficya 
who would make himſelf a Succefior mdifferently according to his cite 
ferent pleaſure, or make a Coadjutor with a future Succeſſion, or reſign 
in his favour reſerving to himſelf the Fruns, and with Regreſ7, bur 
bar this was Referved to the Pope only, and in no wiſe granted toother 

ators, +. 

The Councel of Baſile was received in Germany by ſome, _—_ 
others not, and therefore Beneficyal Cauſes were differently underft 


To provide againſt the Diverſities and Duentions 'twas agreed in the 


year 1448 between Nicolss the 5th, and Frederick the Emperor in this 
manner, that Benefices Vacant in Curia (hould be referved to the Pope, 
and for the Remainder of the EleQtive Bewefices, they ſhould proceed 
by Election 3 As for others, thoſe Vacant in fix Months ſhould be the 
Popes, in the other ſix they ſhould be diſtributed by the Ordinary Colla- 
tors, adding allo that if the Pope had not in the term of three Months 
Conferr'd thoſe which belonged to hum, the Coletior ſhould devolveto 
the Ordinaries. The Agreement was received throughout all Germany, 
and until the year 1518, ſome Dieceſſes obſerved the Conneel of Baſile, 
which annull'd all Reſervations. But in Progreſs of time, thoſe alfo who 
received the Agreement at the beginning, forbore to obſerve it after- 
wards, and excuſed themſelves, co the Agreement was not ge- 
nerally received, and hath loſt its through diſuſe, ſothat (we 
treat not of thoſe Cities where the Biſhops and Chapters are departed 
from the Roman Church) but alſo in the Churches which remain un- 
der Ob<dience, little or nothing was obſerved. | 

Clement the 7th, in the year 1534 made a ſevere Bu, but it took 
but little Effect. In the year 1576 Gregory the 8th made another with- 
out better Succels. In the Diet at Retisbone Anno. 1594, Cardinal My- 
drutixs a Legate of Pope Clement the 8th, made a great Querimony a- 
bout this in thename of the Pope, no Fruit appeared. Art preſent there 
remains the ſame variety and Confuſion 3 'The Romor Court hath but 
two Remedies only, one by the means of the Confeſjrons of Zeſuits, 
which work by terms of Conſcience, that Beneficyaries provided by 
Ordinaries, are Content to take the Ba#s from Rome, and ſome do 45 
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the other Remedy uſed by the Coxrt but 1n 'Benefices of Importance and 
with Perſons partly depending on them, 1s, that an Ele&ion or a Colla- 
tion' being made contrary to the Agreement, 'the Court annull's it, but af- 
terwards Confer's it on the ſame Perſon, a Remedy much uſed hereto- 
fore upon other occaſions alſo, not becauſe it helps at that very time, 
but becauſe keeping thoſe Writings, they make uſe of them in Suc- 
ceeding times, ro Gow that they had Obedience 3 as ſo many other De- 
cretals which took no Effe&, are nevertheleſs in the Decretal Books for 
the ſame deſign. | I 

In France the Pragmatic« was rigidly conteſted by Pizs the 24, 
which the French Clergy and the Univerſity of Paris oppoſed Conſtant- 
ly, wherefore the Pope turned himfelf unto Lewjs rhe 11th, ſhewing 
him how it was unſeemly to him, that in his Kingdom they ſhould ob- 
ſerve the Decrees of the Conncel of Baſel, againſt which he being the 
Royal firſt born, departed from the Father out of diſtaſt, went with . 
Arms, received Moneys from Pope Exgenizs the 4th to diſturb the Conrr- 
cel ; for which Reaſons King Lewis Anno. 1461, Revoked the Prag- 
matica and made 1t to ceaſe, but there following a Reclamation of the 
QOniverſity, and Remonitrances from the Parliament, which are yet to be 
found, wherem they repreſented to the King, the grievances of the 
Kingdom, and of' the EccleſraiFical Order, with an Account made up 
diſtinatly, that in three years, four Millions were gone to Rome for 
Beneficyal Cauſes. Three years after the Pragmatica was reſtored by the 
ſame King. Sixt&s the 4th then oppoſed him, and made an Agree- 
ment to deſtroy it, which is ſtil] to be found, but they would not re- 
ceive it, and the Pragmatica remained. Innocent the 8th, Alexander the 
6th and Fulivs the 2d uſed all means to Aboliſh it, but could never 
Obtain it ; Finally Leo the 10th made an Agreement with King Fran- 
cis the Firſt, by which the Pragmatica was taken away, and 'rwasOr- 
dered that the Power of Chooſing Biſhops and Abbots ſhould be quite 
taken away fromthe Chapters of Cathedral Churches, and from the Con- 
ventuals, but Biſhopricks and Abbeys b:coming Vacant, the King might 
name a fit Perſon, on whom the Pope was to Confer the Benetice. 

That the Pope of Rome could not give Reverſijons, nor make gene- 
ral or ſpecial Reſervations, but that Berefices becoming Vacant in four 
Months of the year, ſhould be Conferrd'by the Ordinaries on the Gra- 
duates of the Univerſities, and the Vacants in the other eight Months, 
might be freely Conferrd by the ſaid Ordinaries, only that every Pope 
in his life time may Charge any Colator of Benefices to Confer one ac- 
cording to the diſpoſal of his Holyneſs, in caſe there are to be Conterrd 
between Ter, and Fifty, and if there be above Fifty or more he 
may Confer two; and although there were many Dithculties in Accepr- 
ing the Agreement, and the Univerſity appealed to the. next Lawful 
Councel, nevertheleſs the Authority and the Qtility of King Francis 
overcame, and the Agreement was Proclaimed in France, and put in 
Execution. In ſuch manner that after ſomany Popes from the year 1076 
unto 1150, ſtroveby the Excommunicating an intinite number of Per- 
ſons, and by the Death of Innumerable more to take from Princes the 


| Conferring of Biſhopricks, and giving the Elethon to the Chapters; 


contrary-wiſe P:#s the 2d with five of his Succellors have ſtriven to 
take the Election from the Chapters of France, and give it tothe King, 
and Leo the 10th did obtain it at laſt; Thus the Alteration of Intereſts 
bear along with it the Change and Contrariety of Doctrine. : , 

| ome 
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Some Speculative men have accounted the Reaſon of this to be, be- 
cauſe the Example that the Biſhop and the might Confer, may 
keep alive the Pradtice, and the moſt general ine of the Church, 
Contrary to the Modern ; others becauſe it is ſtill more cafic to takeit 
out of the hands of a King, who may be of a weak Sprrit, or may ſtand 
in zeed of the Pope, than from the Biſhops and Clergy. 

King Francis made many Laws beſides to regulate the Poſleſlory 
of Berefices, and the Agreement was obſerved by him, but the. Execu- 
.tion was interrupted for ſome years by his Son Herry the 24, when he 
was in War with- Pope Julizs the 3d, becauſe of Parma; wherefore in 
the year 1550, - the King Prohibited that any Provifion of the Popes 
Benefices ſhould be received,and Commanded that all ſhould be conferr'd 
by the Ordinaries;, but Peace being made, all was Compoſed, and the 
Obſervance of the Agreement returned. 

But 1n the year 1560, the States were held at Orleans in Charles the N a _ 
gth's Minority, where the Collations of Berefices were regulated, and © 
many things aboliſhed which were- Contained in the Agreement. Great 
Contuſions and Wars happened in the Kingdom, and the Cardinal of 
Ferrara. was ſcent Legate into France, who Obtained that the Ordinar- 
ces of Orleans (hould be ſuperſeded, witha Promiſe that the Pope with- 
in a ſhort time ſhould provide againſt the Abuſcs, for which the Ordi- 
nances were made, of which nothing was done afterwards, ſo that now 
the Concordate remains 3 Thus went the Afﬀairs in Germany and in 
France. | | 

But the State of Italy which we have lately deſcribed, was greatly 
altered by the Celebration of the Conncel of Trent, which made ſeve- 
ral Decrees on this Matter, to provide againſt the Abuſes aboveſaid 
then reigning, and although from its beginning,which was inthe year 
1547, it began to attend theſe Corrections, and made many Decrees 
which were not put in Execution ununl after the end of it, which was 
Anno. 1563, wherefore it may be ſaid, that all the Proviſions are to be 
referrd unto this time. 'Twas the Intent of this Councel to remedy ?*1: 
three things z Firſt the Plurality of Bemefices, Secondly, Hereditary , piuratitic 
Succeſſion 5 Thirdly, the Abſence of Beneficiated men, and to Prohibyt +: Hereditar y 
all kind of Plarality, 'twas Ordained that one, although he were a Car- ee: 
dinal, could not have more than oxe Berefice, but if that were ſo ſmall 
that it might not ſerve or be ſufficient for the Expences of the Benefi- 
cyed, he might have one more, which was therefore to be without Cure 
of Souls : It Prohibited the Commendum s of Bemefices, Curati ad Vitam, 
which was a Pretence to make a man Obtain two; it Ordained alſo 
that Momaſteries for the future ſhould not be Commended, and thoſe 
that were ſo till then, when they became Vacant ſhould be reduced in- 
to a Title; It Prohibited alſo the Unions ad Vitam which was another 
pretext of giving divers Berefices under the name of one; It Prohibi- 

| ted totally the Regreſſes, and the Acceſſes to take away Succeſſion ; It 
Prohibited alſo the Coadjutorſbips with future Succeſſion, abſolutely, ex- 
cepting in Cathedrals, and Monateries, wherein was Admoniſhed, that 212. 
they ihould not be granted by the Pope but for juſt Cauſes, but the 
Prohibition is without Effect. | 

In the 14 laſt moneths Reſidency was treated with ſome Contention ; Xfidenc)- 
becauſe there was ſprung Knee Fam among the Doforsa httle before, 
whether the Reſidency of Biſhops and of other Curates in their Churches 
were de Jure Divino, or Canonick, for which cauſe the Councel was 


divided - 
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Reſervations. 


214.|: 


Penſion. 


divided in fach- a manner, that in April Awno 1562. a Scrutiny being 


made ofthe number ofbath Parties, there 67 found whoſe Opinion 'twas 


de Jure Divine, 33, who opiniond it to be de Fare Poſitive, and 30, 
who were of Opamion that this Point ought not to be decided without 
firſt treating with the Pope. Of the firſt number were the Northern men 


and other caſt-off Biſhops, on the Second and the third the Dependents 
on the Court. . If Refidency ſhould have been made de Divino, 
it would follow thatthe Pape could not have been able to difpence it, but 
that the Authority of the Biſhop atſo would have been de Fure Di- 
vio, and no man. was able to reſtrain it, theſe were things which 
Sgurnted at the Depreſſion of the Courts Greatnek, wherefore the O- 
pimon was Maintained by both Parties with much boldneſs; The Buſti- 
neſs' came to Practices, that after fourteen months Reſidency was 


' Commanded, yet not declared quo Jwre the Curate ſhould be Obliged, 


only Penalties were enjoyned upon #ow-Reſidents, as to other things, 
they were left in their firſt Eſtate or ition, but thoſe who were 
at the Councel, and have left any works eſpecially of Divinity, have 
Maintained Reſidency to be de Fure' Divine, ing fo far, that to 
aftirm the Contrary, they eſteemed it a deluding of the Holy Scripture, 
and natural Reaſon it ſelf, and all Antiquity, but not to provoke the 
Court againſt its (elf, they have found out Exceptions by which the 
Pope may make us Diſpenſations. | | 
' The Councel ſpake not of Reſervations chiefly, (which were encreaſed 
above meaſure) xt" they Concerned the Popes own Perſon, where- ; 
fore they ſtill remained; yea they were Encreafſed afterwards. -It ſeem- 
cd that im taking away the Umzions, and the Commendums ad Vitam, the 
Reereſſes and the Coadjutorſhips were in a great ſhare proceeded ifnot to- 
tally, yet the greateſt partz however a ſpeedy Remedy was found out 
which not only did theſame, but much more, yea greater than the four 
above named, and that was the Perfrorr. "Tis an obſervation of Godly 
men, that jm thoſe times the Coxrt would never be induced that a gam- 


| ful Abuſe ſhould be Aboliſhed or Correed, until it had prepared a 


215. 


greater and a more profitable one, but in this 'tis very certain to be ſoz 
and therefore 'tis to be obſerved, that it is not a thing of theſe our times 
only, the laying a Penſion upon Benefices, . only the manner is new, 
and the frequency is peculiar to our times. 

When the Church Goods were in Common, the name was unheard. 
of, after the Rule or Canon pradizd by all was made, that Berefices 
__ be Conferr'd intirely and withou = Diminu or þ | 

After that the Clergy among themſelves gave a beginning of go1 
to Law with them, a. «ft the Cauſe was \doubeful, one (ide yickiing 
up his Rights, if a part of the Incomes was granted him with the name 
of a Perſcon : Likewiſe if two Beneficyaries for ſome good Reſpett with 
Authority of the Superior ſhould interchange Benetices, if the Incomes 
=_ not equal, they patch'd upthat with a Penſion, which the Richeſt 
left. | | 

Afterwards alſo when any one Reſigned with Licence of the Pre- 
late, a Perſon was left him, on which he 8 rug There are Popes 
Decretals of theſe three ſorts of Penſions, which were about the year 
1200. And theſe ſorts the Frexch admit of alſo by Juriſdictions, re- 
faling to admit of the others, which are thoſe that are given only to 
atford a livelyhood to one, to another becauſe he is OY rom 
the Apoltolick Sce, to another becauſe heis Learned, or beca _ 
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of a gentile Behaviour, or becauſe he hath ſerved the Church or the 
Prelate, alſo becauſe he hath the Popes favour only ; Alſo toa Youth, 
becauſe his Geniws preſages 4 good event or Succeſs 3 All theſe are juſt 
Cauſes fay the Canoniſts, why Penſions may be given, and they have 
no Regard to add, that without any Cauſe the Pope may give a Pen- 
ſton upon any Benefice, to any Perſon he ſhall think fit, and he that re- 
ceives likewiſe without any Cauſe, but out of the Popes good Will on- 
ly, with a ſafe Conſcience. Now therefore inſtead that two Cured Be- 
nefices were held, one in Title, the other in Commendum, were United 
ad Vitam, and the Party Beneficyed was forced to allow a ſtipend to 
him that ſerved in one of them, - at preſent 'tis given to him in Title, 
and to himſclf for a Penſion the fame which he takes, and it turns to 
the ſame, yeato his greater Advantage, becauſe he was Subject to give 
Account of the Errors which his Subſtitute had Committed, and there 
was ſome necellity for his taking care of it, but thus nothing lyes up- 
on him, and the Profit is the ſame. | 

In the like manner he that made a Coadjator, or renounced with a 
Regreſs, ought to take ſome Care of the Bencfice of which he had a 
ſhare, and the which might become all his own, but renouncing, with 
reſerving a Penſion to himſelf, he remains free trom all Care and thoughts, 
and if the Reſignatory dyes or yields up, .it concerns him not, he hath 
his Penſion free, and without Moleſtation. | 

Moreover 'tis more Profitable to have a Perſon, than a Berefice ; 
firſt many Bemefices require Holy Orders, and the Age of being able 
to receive them, as for the Peſto, the firſt ſhaving is ſufficient, and 
ſometimes the Age of ſeven years. Beſides Penſions are given to Lay- 
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men alſo, as Commonly to the Knights of St. Peter, Inſtituted by Leo 


the 10th, and to thoſe of Sr. Paul Inſtituted by Pax! the 3d, and to the 
Pions Knights, Inſtituted by Pins the 4th, and to thoſe of Loreto, In- 
ſtituted by Sixtws the 5th, which may have, ſome 150,ſome 200 Crowns 
Penſion, and to whomſocver the Pope pleaſethz Again of Bemefices, in 
the times when he that held more than one, there was alwayes ſome 
fault found with him, or they had a ſaying to him, and a Diſpenſation 
was necelary, which cauſed ſome Expences, notwithſtanding this, the 
Doctors put it in doubt, whether a man Secured himſelf in Conſcience, 
or no. Penſions may bc had to any number without Scruple, and there 
is no Penſion Incompatible., A Penſion may be given with Authority, 
to transfer jt to another according to ones own Will and Pleaſure, a 
thing which cannot be in Bezefices without pO the Bounds, 
and through the Ceremonies of Renouncing, Renouncings were 


invalid, unleſs the Reſignatory ſurvived twenty dayes, but the Penſion 


-* 


might be transferr'd alſo at the Point of Death. | 

That which chiefly Imports is, that the Pexſfor may be Extinguiſhed, 
which in 1taliar ſignifies -to make a Sum of Money of it, for every 
Contra& made about a'Bemefice, is accounted as Simory. 

To extinguiſh a Penſion, _ nothing elſe, but to receive a quan- 
tity of Money, to free the Beneficyary from paying the Perſſon, which 
quantity is Taxed by Agreement, according to the greater or to: the 
lefler Ageof the Perſronary. | 

Formerly before our Age, there was no way to make ready Money 
of a Benefice, that would have been with an Infinite Offence before 
God, and before men; now 'tis done Lawfully. I have a Berefice of 
200 Crowns. I renounce it unto Antony, reſcrving to my ſelf a Perſror of 


IOO, : 


212, | 
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Ico. which I extinguiſh as ſoon as 7coare received, that is, Irenounce 
*, and ſo have made of my Bezefire 700 Crowns ready Money with- 
out ſin. Some are fo little Penetrating. that this circling about, ſeems 
to them to be the ſame, as if I fhould fell my Berefice for 7co Crowns, 
but they ſhew a groſs Judgment. There are many other things where- 
in the Pexſjor is much more Commodious, as is ulcd at prefent in U- 
zions, in Commendums, in Coadjutorſhips, and in Regreſſes. 

Some Magnitying the Commodiouſnels of making Money, which the 
Pope hath for the neceſlities of the Apoſtolick See, do ſay that if he 
ſhould open the Regreſſes, he might raiſe as much as he would, and they 
ſhew they underſtand not matter of Bexefices, there would not be a 
Farthing gotten by this; The Pero 1s much more uſeful and Com- 
modious, wherefore 'twas eafie to execute the Counce), becauſe it be- 
came Convenient likewiſe ; but the raiſing Mon aitcries with Ceammen- 
dims which the Councel Commanded in like manner, hath not becn 
put in Execution hitherto, but many which were in Title have been 
-+ x: "(A ancw, there being no way found out to do it Commo- 

toully. | | 

The Penſion cannot be Impoſed by any, but by the Pope only, a thing 
of a great Emolument to the Court of Rowe. | 

This Alteration hath Italy made for the Conncel of Trent, which ha- 
ving not Treated of Reſervations, and thoſe being alſo encreafed, and 
are every day encreafing, there remain; of the Berefices in taly at the 
Popes Diſpoſal, with good hopes that the Sixth which remains may be 
to Compleat the Whole. 

By the Rules of Chancery all the Berefices are Reſerved to the Pope, 
which John the 22d and Benedid the 12th reſerved to themſclves, and 
afterwards all thoſe Obtained by any Perſon being an Officcr of the 
Court, although it were after he was gone out of Office. All the 


 Patriarchies, Arch-Biſhopricks, Biſhopricks aud Momnaiteries of men are 


alſo reſerved, which exceed the value of 200 Gold Florizs, and alto 
all Berefices belonging to the Collation of whomſoever, and becoming 
Vacant by the Ceſſzor, by Privation, or by the Death of the Col/ater, 
until that the Succeſlor ſhall have taken quiet Potlcfiion : Alſo the 
Chieteſt Dignitics after the Portifical 1n (hebedrel Churches, and the 
Principal Dignities in Co/egriate Churches, Priories, Prepoſetures, an other 
Conventual Dignities, the Preceptories of all the Orders, excepting Mi- 
litary, the Benefices of all the Popes Familiar Acquaintance, and of eve- 

Cardinals, although rhey be no more in| their $cvice, or becauſe 
they be gone away, or becauſe the Cardinal 1s Dead, alio all the Ze- 
zrefices of the ColleFors and Sub-ColleFars,all the Benchces of the Rew1ar 
Courtiers, which dye ina Journey when the Court Travels, all the Bc- 


nefices of Chamberlaing and Cwrſori, beſides all theſe Benetices which Com- 


prehend all the Chieteſt, and a great part of the reſt, the Pope Relerves 
to himſclf all Benefices of any Find whateyer, which become Vacant 
1n cight Months of the ycar, leaving only four Months unto others.and 
this as touching other Benefices not above named. 

Bcſides theſe, there are reſerved alſo by a Conſtitution of Pope Pixs 
the 5th, all the Benefices becoming Vacant for Caule of Hercſie, or for 
Confidence, and all thoſe which {hall not be Conteri'd according to 
the Decree of the Councel of Trext ; He that ſhall put together all 
theſe Reſervations, will find that at the leaſt © ths are the Popes, and 
:th belongs to all the other Collators together. 3 

| A 
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To give Commendations to whom they are due; the Diligence uſed 


by the Popes of Rome is not to be omitted, not to ſuffer that. the Bi- 
ſhops and other Collators of Benefices ſhould give place 
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Benefice ſhould be made. | 

Tis Conſtantly Affirmed by all Canoniits and Caſuiſts, that every Con- 
traf in matter of Benefice is Simomiacal, if it be made without the Popes 
Participation, but with his [wtervextion every thing is Legitizrate, hold- 224 
1ng for Conſtant this general Propolition, which is, - that the Pope ir: 
Beneficial matters cannot Commit Simony, which gives no very good E- 
dification to the World, yet the moſt Modeſt Caroniits do limit it, di- 
ſtinguiſhing ſome kind of Simony'to be forbidden by Divine Law, and 
another by the Law of man, adding that the Pope only is exempt from 
Committing Simony forbidden by Humane Law : But notwithſtanding 
this, they rumble upon the fame Difhculties, becauſe that which is not 
evil by its own Nature, nor forbidden by God, deſerves not thisname, 
and it its ſuperfluous to make a Humane Law not to obſerve it, and he 
that. ſhall look into it, and not make himſelf a Pretext with Words, 
ſhall ſee, that all is forbidden by God, and certainly it cannot be faid, 
that in this Part of holding the other Biſhopsin , the Pope ſhould 
have failed, and it hath been a. very great Grace of God ſhewn to the 
Popes, that they have been able to keep the Remainder of the Church - 
ſincere from Simony, and yet they have not been able to extend this 225. 
= to themſelves, nor to rheir Court 3 And if oneday, as there is 

pes, that it may come into ſome good Popes mind to Reform the 
Court, it would be a moſt eafie thing to do it, = by receiving thoſe 
Laws for himſelf, which are given to other Biſbops 5 we might ſhortly 
expedt ſach a Profitable Reformation, if Flattery kept it not off at a £. 
diſtance, by Propofing to the Popes, that they being in Poſlethion ar 
leaſtwiſe m' Italy and in a few other places, were not Subject to any Rule, 
it being not good to Deprive themſelves, and do that Prejudice to the 
Apoſtelick See, quite Contrary to the Dottrine Profelied by the Anti- 
ent Holy Popes, and Doors. But by the things aboveſaid, it is very 
clear, whether the Popes of Rowe may have full Authority over Ec- 
clefiaſtical Eſtates and Benefices, ſo as not to be ſubjet to any Rule in 
the managing of them; wherefore proceeding by Reaſon, if the Church 
of each place be Miſtreſs of the Eſtates which ſhe Poficlieth, becauſe 
the Dominion hath been transferr'd to her, by him who was the firtt 
Maſter of them, with the leave of the Prince, who by Law _ 
ed to her Purchaſing; it remains that the Eſtates ougit to be the 
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'of Beneficiary M atters 


Government, and Adminiſtration of thoſe who are appointed for that 
e, Firſt according to the Diſpoſition of the Law, and then accor- 
ding to the Conditions which the Donor Preſcribes, and the Teſtator 
formerly Patron of it, and finally, according as the Church hath grant- 
ed, who is made Miſtreſs of. it, yet not going contrary to the Diſpoli- 
tion of thoſe, from whom it.hath Cauſe. And this is ſo Evident and. 
Clear, that it cannot be put in Doubt, unleſs by one who hath not Com- 


" mon ſenſe, orelſe, who 1n treating and ſpeaking, follows not that which 


he is inwardly ſenſible of. | F104 

'* TheClerks or Clergy-men are become Adminiſtrators of theſe Goods 
by Laws which have granted unto Chriſtian Coll , the Power of 
acquiring Eſtates, bot by Wyills and Donations of thoſe who have be- 
queathed their Goods, and by the Authority which the Church hath 
given unto the ſaid Clergy inthe Canons z therefore they anos, to 
Govern and to Diſpence theſe Eſtates according to the Laws, Diſpoſiti- 


_ ons, Donations, and Teſtamentary Diſpoſitions, and according to the 


Canons : and that which might be done Contrary to it, cannot be called 
otherwiſe than Injuſtice, Injury, and Uſurpation. 

The Canoriits ſay, that the Pope hath moſt full Power over the 
Goods and Benefices Eccleſiaſtical, fo that/he may conjoyn them, dimi- 
niſh them, ere& new ones, give them ad,»wtxw, Confer them before 
war become Vacant, lay upon them Servitudes, Burdens, and Perſjors, 
and generally that in Beneficial matters, the Popes Will is in the ſtead of 
Reaſon or Right. | 

This Sufficeth not, but they add, that the Pope may alter or tran{- 
form into other Works, the Legacies ad Pras Caxſas, and may alter 
the Diſpoſition of Teſtators, applying that to another, which they ſhall 
have appointed for a Pious Work, and it cannot be denyed that this is 
the Practice which hath changed all the Government and all the An- 
tient Inſtitutions, but it remains ſtill in Doubt, who does amiſs and errs, 
the Antient or the Modern, if ſo much as a Doubt may happen. 

Martin Navarr with ſome of the more Moderate Carorifts, limits 
this Propoſition, that the Pope may alter the laſt Walls, only reſtraining 
when there is a Lawful cauſe of doing it, which otherwiſe woulk( be to 
deprive a man of his own, and of the Power granted him by the Na- 
tural and by the Divine Law, coming down allo to this Particular, that 
the Pope cannot without Cauſe give that to one Church, which is lett 
unto another, therefore how much leſs unto Perſons not called. Na- 
varrss (aith alſo, that the ſaying of the Gloſs approved by the Caroniits: 
That is, in Bereficyal Matters, the Popes Will is initead and takes the 
Place of Reaſon, 1s to be underſtood _— things which are de Fare 
Poſitivo, but not in that which cannot be done without diſagreeing 


' with Natural and Divine Law : And thoſe who give no unlimited Pow- 


er unto the Pope,would alſo exclude the Canors of the Univerſal Church, 
not tofall into the Abſurdity, that in a Matter of ſuch Importancethe 
Univerſal Church ſhould have erred, and done amiſs, and that the 
Court ſhould do uprightly. The faid Navarre adds further, that it 
being ſaid in the Clemrertines, that the Free Diſpoſal of Benefices belongs 
to the Pope; The word Free is or ought to be underſtood, without Li- 
cence, Leave, or Conſent, and notwithſtanding the Contradiction of any 
man ſoever, but yet without Prejudice of the Third ; if we ſhould 
admit of this Expoſition, as it ſeems Convenient to be admitted, there 
would be ſcen a great Oppoſition to Reſervations, becauſe cy, _ 

| | rejudi- 


by Fra Paolo Sarp1. 


Prejudicial to the Brlhopsin the givimg of Benefices unto Strangers, be- 
caule it is with Prejudice to thoſe of the Country, in whole Favour 
* the Wills are made, and it would not bevery favourable to the Pre- 
tenſion, to have Power or to be able to alter the laſt Will and Teſta- 
ment, being Prejudicial to the Memory of the Decealed. I know well 
that others anſwer to this, that all is true, when there is no Legitimate 
Cauſe ; but the Point 1s, who ſhall be Judge of the Lawfulneſs of the 
Cauſe, for if it belongs to himſelf, whole Authority is tobe reſtrained; 
tis as good to give him the Abſolute Authority, as that which islimit- 
ed with a Lawful Cauſe, unleſs the Law be above it. Nuvarras adds 
very Notable things, ſaying, that in our Age, the Opinion of the Ju- 
riſconſults which expatiate ſo much the Papa! Power in Beneficyal mat- 
ters, is in much Credit to plcaſe thoſe who are Ambitious of many Be- 
netices, which they accept as fitted tor' their Ambition and Coveroul- 
neſs, who heard a Divine ſay Publickly, and a Famous Canonift, that 
they would willingly accept of all the Berefices of the Kingdom, if 
the Pope would Be{tow them upon them, but on the Contrary Pins 
Yrintws told them, that the Junſconſults are wont to attribute more 
Power than Convenient to the Pope, whereto he anſwered, that there 
are ſome alſo which do'not Extol, but that it behooveth to walk in the 
middle way, having Reſpect unto Divine and Humane Laws together, 
_ not doing like the Modern Juriſconſults, who Magnihe Humane Lays 
1ſo much, that they anſwer againſt the Divine. | 

However I intend not to Contradi& the Opimion which gives 

. much Power for the Reverence due to the Pope of whom istreated, 
alchough it Comprehends not how it agrees with Divinity and with 
Reaſon, I ſhall only propoſe ſome Difficulties, which are wont to. be 
Promoted by Writers on ſuch an Opinion, which when they ſhall have 
reſolved, truthin this matter will be moſt clear, 

And firſt, If the Pope hath ſuch an Ample Authority, who hath gi- 
ven it him ? Not Christ;, becauſe the Authority given by him is only 
in Spiritual things for looſing, and for binding, that is, for remitting 
and for retaining of Sins. And then the Eccleſiaſtical Eſtates are Poſ- 
ſelled de Fure H :mano, and not Divino, and tor ſuch it hath been re- 
ſolved above, and therefore he hath nor received this Power from God, 
much leſs from the Laws of Princes, from Teſtamentary Diſpoſitions, 
nor from the Carors of the Churches ; becauſe all theſe have given the 
Adminiſtration to the Clergy-men of cach Church, over the Eſtates 
and Benefices thereof, and preſcribedly alſo with limited Conditions, 
that they may not be altered, therefore he hath it not from theſe. 

| There areno other Patrons in being, nor none can have Authority,un- 


leſs granted by theſe, therefore it remains to be Confidered from whence, 


and by what other way it hath been given him. 

To this Doubt a ſecond may be added; if the Pope hath this Authc- 
rity, what is the\Cauſe that his Predeceſlors for a ThoyJand years and 
more have never Exercized any, nor any Antient Do@or, nor Councel, 
nor Hiſtorian, nor Father, nor Canon, hath ſo much as made mention 
of it? It cannot be Attributed that there is a necellity for that now 
which was not in thoſe times, becauſe that in the Ages that palt be- 
tween the years 800 and 1100, for 30o years the Diſorders were (0 
ou throughout all Exrope, that in Compariſon of thoſe, thele at pre- 


. ſent are Tollerable, and indeed no Pope did fo much as intrude himfelt 


into the Eſtates of other Churches, which had great necd of being Go- 
verned. 2 And 
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And after the Popes had begun to interpoſe themlſclves in ſome pla- 
ces, until the time of Clement the 4th, no man ever pretended to ſuch 
an Ample and Abſolute Power, but the ſaid Clemert hath not dirct- 
ly publiſhed ſuch a Power, but dealing otherwiſe, and almoſt Inciden- 
tally, a way which is not wont to make an entire Proof, becauſe the 
things incidentally ſpoken in one way, being direftly Conlidercd and 
Examined, are angie expreſied after another way. 

Neither can it be/ſaid, that this Authority ſerves for or tends tg 
good, becauſe it appears thereby, that almoſt al) the Abuſes have been 

ntroduced. From hence proceeded the Commendums, the Penſons, 


the Regreſes, the Unions, the Reſignations, the Expedancies, the Re- 


| ſeruations, the Tearly Payments, and the Wnindenninms, and other kinds 


N. 234. 


which no man defends, unleſs by excuſing them with the general Cor- 
ruption of the times. | 

There remains yet athird Doubt, no leſs Conliderable in this mat- 
ter, which is, that ſince the Popes have begun to make uſe of this ſo 
abſolute Authority, the Chriitian Kingdoms have alwayes Complained of 
it, and have made ſome Oppoſition again(t theg, as 1s above mentt- 
oned 1n this Hiſtory, ſo that the Popes have b&n ncceſlitated to Mo- 
derate themſelves. And the Moderation was not in thcir Condeſcend- 
ing to forbear the exerciſe of their pretended Authority, but by way 
of Tranſaction praCtized in dark Reafons,. making agreement with King- 


 doms, and by Form of Contrad, reſolving unto what Terms or Bounds 


Pragmatica 
San(tio 
Concord. 


235. 


236. 


their Power was to extend, a thing which might not have been done 
in Prejudice to| their Succeſlors, it' that Authority had been thus free 
in the Popedome, OD | | 

Pope Leo the 10th, to take away the Pragmatica, makes the Cor- 
cordat, and ſo he himſelf calls it in his By// : He that hath a moſt Am- 
ple Authority makes not a Concord, but Treats with his Subjects like a 
Superior, and by way of Conceſlion; I offer no Violence to the word 
but in all the thing it ſelf, Leo not only calls it a Concordia, but fayes 
alſo Illim veri contratus, &- Obligationis inter nos, &* Sedem Apoits- 
licam predidam ex una, &- Prefatum Regem ex altera Partionus Legiti- 
me initi, Some man may require that it be declared. The Popedome 
of Rome having a Difference with the Kingdome of France, the Pope 
pretending to ha an abſolute Authority over Benefices, to reſerve 
them to himſelf; &c-- And the Kingdom pretending, that the Autho- 
rity belongs to their Prelates, they forme two Partics at Law, an:lto 
put anend to the Controverſie, they make a Lawful Contract of Oblr- 


gatien, whereby they declare what ought to be the Authority of cach, | 


how can any man ſay, that the Popes Pretenſion was Legitimate and 
Clear 2? I cannot fay that I am able to anſwer any of thelce Difficulties, 
if there be ny ſees, I Refer it to the Judgment of the Witez well 
may I fay, that Obſerving that which for above a Thouſand yearghath 
been Obſerved, that Eccleſiaſtical Livings have been Adminiſtred in each 
Dioceſs, their own, by their own Miniſters, all Difficulty is avoidel, 
and if Examples ought to Inſtru&, they will be. better and more truic- 
fully diſpenſed than now they are. A 

In the three firſt Queſtions hath been Treated of the Stocks or E- 
ſtates of the Clergy, the 4th now remains, wherein follows the Treat- 
ing. of the Fruits, or Rents, or Incomes thereof: The Holy Fathers 


who have Written before the Diviſion of the Eſtates into. four Parts, 


have all faid Unanimouſly that the Eitates of the Clerg y-men are the 
8} | Poors, 


in 
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Poars, and that the Ecclekaltical Mnither hunk. ml orher Power-oves 


them, but toGovern them, and to diſpenſe them according to the ne- 


ceſſities of the Poor, declaring thoſe Miniſters to be not only Thieves, 


but alſo Sacrilegions, who made any other uſe of them belides their In- - 


ſtitution. ; 
All Clergy-men did not Manage the Eſtates, th indeed all were 


diſpenſed by them, as likewiſe the livelyhood was Adminiſtred to Wid- 


 dows, to the Poor, and to other Miſerable Perlonsz but according to 


the Example of the Inftitution of the Holy Apoſtles, only the Deacons, 
Sub-Deacons, and other Stewards were appointed thereunto, and gave 
an Account to the Biſhop, and in ſome placesto the Presbyter or Prieit. 
The Divifion being made, and the Berefices Inſtituted ; although it 
would ſeem that the Biſhop, the Prieſts, and the other Clergy-men 
might do what they would, with the Beneficial Incomes, as with their 
own; yet the Writers ſpeak in this manner, ſaying, thatza Clergy-man 
cannot make uſe of the Incomes of a Benefice, but as faras his Mode- 
rate need requires, and the overplus he is obliged to ſpend in Pious ules, 
and with much Reaſon, becauſe the Diviſion alters not the Subſtance of 
the thing, and an Eſtate if it comes to be Divided, both parts remain 
under the ſame Obligation. Amongſt others who write after the Di- 
viding 3 St. Gregory, who was a little above 100 years after, and St. 
Bernard, who was almoſt 1000 years alter, exclaim moſt heavily againſt 
thoſe who ſpend the Incomes of Berefices in ill uſes, as exvin Perſons 
Ufurping the Common Stock , and Murtherers of the -Poor which 
ought to be Maintained by them. \ on 
Thus all the Doctors Wrote, until the year 1250, when they began 
to handle things more Subtilly, and holding it for Conſtant, asſpoken 
by all the Antients, that it was a finto miſpend that which exceeds the 
Moderate neceſlity of the Clergy-man, 'twas enquired into, that if Be- 


'neficed men not ſpending of that indue uſes, which exceeds above their 
need, whether they only ſin as a man fins who miſ-ſpends his own, or. 


whether alſo beſides the fin they be Obliged unto Reſtitution, as ill Con- 
ſumers of other wn Goon : | | 

If they be Patrons of the Fruits of the Berefices, or as the Laws fay, 
Oſafru@naries, although they ſin by ill Adminiſtration, yet they do In- 
juſtice to no man, neither are they baund to make any one amends, 

cauſe they have not in) Government any thing of another mans, but 
their own : But if they are Diſpenſators with Power only to receive 
their own needs, which the Law calls Uſearies, when they Diſpence 
not uprightly, they remain under an Obligation of reſtoring or maki 
good as much more as they have Conſumed, much more thoſe who 
receive from them by Contra gratis, that 1s, thoſe to whom they 
give or leave by Teſtament, are Obliged to reſtore it, as having recer- 
ved it from one who was not the rof it. 

Conſcience obliged me to ſet this Doubt on foot, which having been 
handled or treated on theſe 350 years, remains ſtill in Controverſic 
with equal number of Authorities on , each fide, and at laſt with (c- 
vere Oppolitions and ps er: 'twas 1n Controverlic between Martiz: 
Nuvarr a Canoniſt, and a Ca 
miento : Navarr holding that the gy-men are not Patrons, but 
pr 10a ſo that they not only Commit fm, bur are Obliged unto 
Reſtitution. Cardinal Gaetan was of a middle Opinion, that it was a 
different thing between ſpeaking of Biſhops and Rich Abbots, and _ 
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wſtof Ft eſteem, and one named Sar- 
er 
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- who had only what was decent, or alittle more, and thartheſe having | "op 


N. 240. no morethan their. own ſhare, are Maſters of it. - TH 
But the Richeſt have gs. gem" ppins the part or ſhare of 
the Church and of the Poor, therefore are Obliged to give Almes, 
and to do other Pious works for Righteouſnek-fake, that is,” 'with Ob-* 7 
ligation of Reſtitution, both to them, and to him that Receives from . 
them, deſcending tothis Particular alſo, that thoſe are Obliged to Re- 
ftitation who receive from the Pope, Eccleſiaitical Eftates, tor the En- 
iching, Exalting- or for the E mg themſelves, every Donation of 
| Goods, which is not upon Piety, or upon Neceſſity be- 
ing a Diſſipation and an Ufurparion. \ 
I believe that without a Subtil Diſputation, all the Doubts Occur- / 
rent inthis Matter may be Reſolved, and firſt, to ſpeak Separately of 
thoſe Incomes, which by Teſtaments, or other Original Inſtitutions are 
Dedicated and Ordained to fome Pious work, to which Ibelteve them | 
{o Obliged, that to appropriate_ them ta.ones ſelf, or to other World- 


ly uſes, may be called fredly Uſurpationef that which is another mans, 
241. andif any of the Beneficed Clergy-men forbears to Execute the Inſti- 
tutions which he hath in Charge, applying thoſe Incomes to himſelf 
or to others, I do not believe he can under pretence of any Excuſe or 
Bull whatever, Excuſe himſelf from being in an equal Degree with eve- «1-> 
ry Executorof a Will, who ſhould apply to himſelf that, which is left 
by the Teſtator, unto another, and I make account that every man who 
will not deceive himſelf, - will hold this for a Conſtant truth. | 
On the other ſide Duty requires, that he who is ſerved, ſhould pay 
the work-man his Reward, who may do with it what he pleaſcth, na- 
ther can it be Doubted but the Simgrng mar, the Orgarmrft, and others "BE 
which ſerve inthe Church, are Maſters of the Reward which they have 
therefore, 'It is not Inconvemicnt to (ay, that the Prieſts hkewiſe, and 
other Clergy-men ought to have their Reward for the Services which 
they atiord to the Church, of which Reward they are Maſters, and 
when a Benefice is Inftituted with a particular Obligation to ſerve the 
Church in a determinate thing, as are many Camonſbips, Marſonaries, \þ+ 
 Theologal Prebendaries, and ſuch other Benefices, it is not Inconvenient to : 
lay, that it isa Reward of that Work. 4 
Benefices are of ſuch Amtiquity, that the Memory of their Inſtitution 
js loft, and therefore 'ris not known, whether they had any Obligati- 
ON, or no 3 But a Conſcientious man will be well Certthed, when he 
ſhall Conſider the quantity of the Incomes, and the Service which he 
lends or yields to the Church, becauſe f theſe two were weighed m the F 
Scale, he may believe that the Beneficeis his Sallary, but i the Incomes 
exceed it by much, he can never fain himſelf to be Simple, who beheves 
that ſo many Incomes were left him ro do whathe will with, and ſhould 
not know it to be neceſlary, that the Inſtitution ſhould bear with it 
ſome Obligation, it being not kkely that © much ſhould be Afagned 
for him only. | 
The Debelovertie hnonght the Doctors which is difficult diſpoting 
md Fe is moſt cafie and without difficulty pradtized m particulars; 
a 


242. 


243. and rþe Conſaence of ſhim whohath not ed « through his own 
16, reſolves eaſily all Difficulties inwardly upon the Particularwhich 

God hath not left unto any one in uncertainty, who iswilling to walk 
according to his Opnlenitadareins | | Sal 


As 


Oblations, then when the People had Offered SC 


there had been Offered enough, and to ſpare. 
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the Conncel of Tran rgatbodr to all of Purchaſing, a 
radon ry ang Opinion by Reaſon of their Pc y 
immediately tha . ſhould change their tara nt Lat ar N44. 
they could tlie P Eſtates, and would loſe their Alts. It' 
therefore that no way isleft to go any further. He that would Inſti- 
He ris odds o ira te: Bepgigea Buyer en ak 
e that w it with meer to there- 
by, nor to have Credit if he ſhoul agg od tr ar 
all this, there hath not wanted Proper anita hack ben th our Aye, 
and Infenor to At ike Gemer, wh the Inifiry. firm of 
tion of the Jeſults, whiclt A Mixture of Poverty 
bundance, with Poverty it | 
other hand Ca of botiting, arr uote Be Fay Fn 
pany gains. have mp gmcks 7. - Houſes, ibiti 
of being abi 6 olſels Eſtates, but the C 
chaſing, and Poſldling 3 they ſay, and that 
ment in the World is , but that a Mixture is ul 
That the Condition Evangelicd Poverty taken vu 
_ hath wont rem bogs _— brug rr me Nerownd but the Evangel 

regoers, W N cannot t, but —” 
receive and Inſtrudt Y and bat prone vw aptati Ge alive 

ing of Virtues, to liven the Evangelical Poverty, ervieer ig Pover. 
ty is indeed the Scope and their Eſſential end, but Accidemally they re- 
ceive P 

Beſides all this, 'tis better to ground ones Credulity upon that which 
is effecually ſeen, -rhan upon that which is Preached in W 
Write —_— preſent time oy have one _—_ rwenty Profeſing Houſes, 
and 293 Colledges, the Proportion o which numbers, one 
may Gonctude te which wEdertial, and that which is Accident to 
them : Certain it is, that the Purchaſes made by them are exceeding 

great, and that they Proceed ſtill towards Augmentation. 

” Evab asall the *emporals which the Church Polleſſeth, comes from the 
Almes and Oblations of the Faithful, even ſo likewiſe the Building of 
' the Antient Sandtuary in the Old Teſtament, was made by Almes and 246. 


245. 


recourſe unto Moſes, faying, the People carryes too mench for the Work, 
Mick the Lat hol Capinnldf and MGr ent forth tion, 
"that no man ſhould make'any more Offering to the SanRuary, becauſe 


Tis ſeen that God wasnot willing to have Superffuity in his Temple, 
and if in theOld Teſtament which was Worldly, he would not have all 


Br tis ORE, much els will he bave it in the New: Where are _ 
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Piirchaſings toend ? When it is to be faid a us, the People hath 


| Offered more of it than Suffizeth. ans the Miniſters of the 


Temple were the 13th part of the People, they received the Terths, 
and' twas not Lawful to exceed them 3 now that they are not the 1007h, 
they have perhaps above a quarter. 

"Tis not Convenient, that the encreaſe of Eccleſiaſtical Eſtates ſhould 
be infinite, and that all the World ſhould be reduced to be Tenants ; 


, Humane Laws amongſt Chriſtians have not limited the quantity of E- 


ſtates that any one Poſleſleth, for he that Purchaſcth to day, alienates 
to morrow : A Perpetual Condition of Perſons is very lingular, which 
may alwayecs Purchaſe, and never Alienate. In the Old Teſtament the 
T5thes were given to the Lewites, becauſe they were Gods Inheritance, 
and therefore they were Forbidden to have any other ſhare, a thi 
which-pertains to thoſe who are willing to make uſe of their Priviled- 
ges, taking all to themſelves, and not only that which behooves their 
own Profit. : 

It '/hath been abundantly ſpoken of, how the Eccleſiaſtical Eſtates 
have been gained, to whom the Care of them hath been Committed, 
and how Dilpenſed. | HE 

Nothing hath been ſpoken of that which was done, when at the Death 
of the Beneficyary they found ſome of the Fruits not yet diſpoſed of, 
whether he diſpoled of them by Will, or whether from the Inteſtate- 


* man they paſſed unto other Perſons. 


Whilſt the Eſtate of each Church was in Common, and Governed by 
one Earl only, ' tisa certain thing, that ſo much as was found ina Mini- 
ſters hand was [rcorporated with the Whole, and Governed in the ſame 
manner by the Succeſſor ; But Benefices being erected, there were alſo 
Canons therewith made, that whatever part was found in the hand of 
the Beneficyary at his Death, ſhould be the Churches; and by the 
Church if it were Collegiate and had a Common Table, was under- 
ſtood the Colledge thereof z But if the Beneficyary was without Col- 
league, by the Name of Church, was underſtood the Succeſlor, who 
was to Adminiſter that Remainder or Reſidue, after the ſame manner 
as the Deceaſed Predecelſor was Qbnged unto, ſo 'twas wont to be 
done until the year 1300. But becauſe the Beneficed Clergy-men had 
oftentimes other Goods of their own Patrimony, or elſe gain'd by his 
own Art and Induſtry, 'twas therewith ſaid, that of theſe he was the 
Abſolute Maſter, and might leave them by Will to whom he pleaſed ; 
but of the Incomes of the Benefice he might not Diſpoſe, by reaſon of 
Death. From whence it follow'd, that Clergy-men Poſleſlors of ſmall 
Benefices, not exceeding the expences, made a Will of all they had.aud 
if by ſparing they had Advanced any thing to the Benefice, they re- 
puted it gaind by Induſtry, and Diſpoſed of it in the ſame manner, 
which hath brought in a Cuſtom in many Chriſtian Kingdoms, that men 
of Interior ces may make their Will, likewiſe of the Incomes of 
their Benefices, and not making a Will, the Heirs of the Inteſtate Suc- 
ceed, as alſoin the Patrimonials. But that which was left by the Bi- 
ſhops,, remained to the Church according to the Antient Canons. 

After this, the Biſhops alſo through Cuſtom in many Chriſtian King- 


| doms acquired the Power of making Wills, even of the Eccleſiaſtical 


Fruits, ſo that about the year 1300, in divers Countries there were 
three Different Cuſtoms found ; 1. One where no Clergy-man m__ 


Diſpoſe of the Incomes of Benefices advanced them, 2/y, The _ 
| where 
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where the Incomes were upon the ſame Account, as things Patrimoni- 
al and their own, 3/y,: the thixd where Inferior Clergy-men bequeathed 
or diſpoſed, but what was left by the Biſhops went tothe Church, N. 250, 
In the times after 1300, when the Popes of Rowe had more need of 
Money than ordinary, they ſent their Miniſters into the I 
where the Churches were wont to Inherit the Deceaſed Beneficed mans 
Eſtate, who before the Succeilor was Choſen, applyed all to the Popes 
Chamber, which thing Succeeded eafily, becauſe Benefice 
Vacant, there was none would Contradid it for his own Intereſt, and. 
; the Succcſlor- being Created he acquieſced in a thing done without any 
more ado. They began to ſend ſuch Miniſters into all places where 
| they could, and to lay claim to that which was left by the Deceaſed, by os 
; the Name of Booty or Spoyles, and the Popes Officers ſent for them, $Spoyles- 
| were calld Colleftors. The Popes took theſe Spoyles where they could Elections 
; inthis manner, filently without any Orderor Law therein which might 
grant the ſame, but alwayes with ſome Murmuring, as well by the Heirs 
of the Deceaſed Prieſts, as alſo by other Perſons, through the ſevere 25": 
Extorſ{jons which the Collectors and the Sub-Colle&tors made, who 
bfought into the Account of Spoyles or Booty, the very Ornaments of 
| the Churches, and gave allo much Moleſtation to Heirs upon Goods 
) gaind by Induſtry, or received from the Patrimony, endeavouning to 
| make them appear to be taken out of the Berefices, and doubtful of 
what quality they were, giving Sentence that they belong'd to the 
Chamber, vexing and tiring thoſe who Oppoſed them, with Excommu- 
nications and Cenſures. | 
In France the uſe or cuſtom had Introduced that the Spoyles of Bj- 
ſhops and Abbeys ſhould be applyed to the Pope. And inthe year 1385, 
Charles the 6th Prohibited it, Ordaining that Heirs ſhould have the Suc- 
ceſſion as well in them, as in Patrimonial Goods; In many Countries 
the Cuſtom being Introduced, 1s Continued unto this Age, when b 
the Extorſion of the Colleftors, the Complaints of many encreaſed 4 
much, that ſame had the boldneſs to Oppoſe it openly, and to deny 
that the Spoyles of the Deceaſed Clergy-men belonged to the Popes 
Chamber. Wherefore in. the year 1541, Pauthe 3d was the firſt who | 
made a Bu/ upon this matter, , where 'tis Related that ſome Curious 252 
Perſons to Uſurp to themſclves the Rights of the Apoſtolick Chamber, 
and to Detraud it, did call in queſtion, whether the Eſtates of Prelates, 
and of other Ecclcfiaſtical Perſons called Spoyles belonged to the Cham- 
ber, there being no Apoſtolical Conſtitution which Appropriates it, 
though indeed by the ſending ColleQors into divers places, it appears 
clearly to have been the mind of the Apoſtolick See, to reſerve them and 
apply or appropriate them to the Chamber, wherefore he Declares, 
l Ordains, and Conſtitutes, that to the Pontifical Chamber ſhall belong 
( the Spoyles of all the Clergy-men Deceaſed in whatſoever Kingdoms 
and Dominions, as well on this fide, as beyond the Alpes, ſo likewiſe 
on this ſide, as well as beyond the Seas, although Collectors have never 
= ; been appointed 1n them. | | 
So that the over-Diligent being willing to free ſome few Provinces 
from this Grievance or Burthen, have been Cauſe they have been Impo- 
ſed all the World over : But yetitisnot come to Execution, except in 
_ the uſual places, but it hath thus happen'd in all things, as the World 
; ' makes of Novelties, left off for ſometime without Execution, and.af- 
| terwards with a good CR— as if they had been 
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due.time, and by the Malice of ſome brought out of Uſe, by Cenſures 
* and other Violences they are put in Execution. _ ER 
. The Spoyles unto the year 1560, Comprehended nothing but that 
which was found at the Clergy-mans Death, procecding from Ecclefiaſti. 
cal Incomes, is. OD 
. In the year aboveſaid P;#s quart#s made a Bul; that under the Name 
of Spoyles, which throughout the World, in all Dominions on this fide 
and beyond the Alps and the Seas, belong to the Chamber, is to be un- 
derſtood alſo, all that which the Clerk ſhall gain by Unlawful Mer- 
. Chandize, and otherwiſe Contrary to the Canons, a thing which Com- 
+ _ _  prehends Sufficiently, becauſe Unlawful Merchandize they call where 
F the thing ſuch as it is bought, ſo it is ſold. And then by the Canons 
| N. 254 the Clergy-men are forbidden many kinds of Games in uſe, and many 
74 Services, by which wayes there is gotten ſufficiently, fo that hereby 
iS was returnd a great gain to the Chamber, and 'twould be a great In- 
come, if the Bulls could be Executed throughout half 1taly, where 
they are not yet in Exccution, and in France, and in Germany, and in 
other Kingdoms which have not yet received them 3 like as in the 
Kingdoms of Caitilia they make not Spoylesof all the Clergy-men, but 
| - jy Biſhops only, by the Laws of Coven quintws, and of Philip 
[2 £ the 24. | 
3 * The Canoniits Defend the Right of the Spoyles with this Foundation, 
that the Pope is Patron or Maſter of all Eccleſpaitical Incomes, and thoſe 
; ; _ . whoſpeak the moſt Modeſtly, fay, Adminiſtrator; by which Doctrine 
== there 1s alſo Introduced into Ro-re, that if any one hath unduly Uſi 


heagree with the Apoſtolick Chamber, to give a ſhare of it thereto,he 
255. may hold the Remainder with a good Conſcience, and the Agreement 
being made and paid as much as was limited, let every one ſay, he 1s 
Abſolved of the reſt, and may hold it Lawfully as his own, becauſe 
the Pope is as hath been ſaid,cither Maſter or Adminyſtrator General ; and 
this they call Compounding with the ApoFFolick Chamber, which comes 
tobe very largely| Extended, ſo that thoſe who in Conſcience know, or 
at leaſtwiſe doubt of having ſomething not, their own, and there is no 
-— — that either it isnot known whom to Reſtore it, Compoſi- 
tion is made. | | 
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to himſelf any Benefice, or otherwiſe ſhall have Robb'd the Church, if 
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